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Local man charged 
after cyclist injured 

A MAN has been charged after the inci¬ 
dent that left Paralympic gold medal-win¬ 
ning cyclist Simon Richardson in hospital 
with serious injuries. 

A 60-year-old man from the Cowbridge area has 
been charged with driving offences following the 
road traffic collision on Wednesday, August 17, on 
the A48 between Bridgend and Cowbridge. 

He is due to appear at Barry Magistrates Court on 
December 7, 2011. 



BOUTIQUE ' 
and 

SHOES 


WINTER 



Starts Today! 


27 and 29 High Street, 
Cowbridge 
01446 772471 


ABOVE: Santa came to Bridgend last Saturday and 
attracted a crowd of happy children. 

(See page 6 for more photographs by Randell John). 


Police in appeal 
after elderly 
woman is robbed 


POLICE in Bridgend are 
appealing for witnesses follow¬ 
ing a robbery at an address in 
Heol Las, North Cornelly 
between 6pm and 6.25pm on 
Monday (November 28). 

An 87-year-old woman was alone 
in her home when she was attacked by 
three males, who later searched prop¬ 
erty and stole a quantity of cash. 

“The suspects were disturbed by a 
relative visiting the victim and all 
three then fled from the premises in a 
small vehicle, which was possibly red 
or burgundy in colour,” a police 
spokesman said. 


Officers have released a description 
of two of the suspects. One is 
described as 6’-6’l” tall, slim build, 
possibly receding hair, high forehead, 
wearing a light weight jacket, and 
jeans. The other is 5’4”-5'6” tall, 
medium to stocky build - all three 
were wearing dark clothing. 

Acting Detective Inspector Gareth 
Morgan of Bridgend CID said “This is 
a despicable crime committed against 
an elderly, vulnerable lady in her own 
home, who has been left extremely 
upset and distressed”. 

Anyone with any information is 
asked to call 101 or Crime stoppers on 
0800 555 111. 



Prison inmate 
was ‘slashed’ 
in a razor 
blade attack 

- court is told 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


AN INMATE of Parc 
Prison, Bridgend, suffered 
serious injuries when a fel¬ 
low prisoner attacked him 
armed with a toothbrush in 
which razor blades had 
been embedded. 

Cardiff Crown Court heard that 
19-year-old Michael Hancock had 
10 stitches put into a cut to his left 
cheek and injuries to his left hand 
and left leg. 

His attacker Isleigh Pavis (20), 
who lives in London E5, admitted 
wounding with intent and was given 
a sentence for public protection. 

It was directed that he serve a 
minimum of five years before being 
considered for parole. 

Prosecutor Julian Greenwood 
said Hancock was serving two-and- 
a-half years for robbery. 

Pavis was serving five years for 
wounding with intent from a violent 
disorder and stabbing an 11-year- 
old boy. 

The two men, said Mr 
Greenwood, had been “quite friend¬ 
ly”, and associated happily. 

Mr Greenwood told the court that 
Hancock had said he knew of no 
reason for the attack but described 
Pavis as a “strange character”. 

He was taking a shower when the 


curtains suddenly opened and Pavis 
attacked him. 

The court was told that Hancock 
later said: “His eyes looked crazy.” 

Hancock tried to get out of the 
shower, but slipped and fell, with 
Pavis continuing to slash at his leg. 

Prison officers raced to his assis¬ 
tance. 

They had seen Pavis advancing 
on his naked victim, and slashing 
downwards. 

Mr Greenwood said that one 
prison officer had said: “It was a 
terrible attack, and unprovoked. I 
had never seen anything like it.” 

Pavis was shouting: “See what 
you get, this is what you get.” The 
victim had a gaping wound to his 
face. 

Mr Greenwood said the victim 
had been taken completely by sur¬ 
prise, and didn’t see the attack com¬ 
ing. 

Hancock had been deliberately 
targeted and there had been some 
planning. 

Carl Harrison, defending, said: 
“Pavis had been having a difficult 
time in prison. He was regularly 
teased and wound up. 

“He was brave to plead guilty to 
such an offence.” 


Now open 


SUNDAYS for 
CHRISTMAS 


Shopping 


Gift Vouchers... 
a perfect solution! 

Popular for workshops, ladies 
evenings and children’s parties. 



www.wildaboutbeads.co.uk 





couKTR^' t>orei 


A special place to celebrate 
this Festive Season 

For details, contact 

01446 792406 

Website: 

westhouse-hotel.co.uk 
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Mayor of Porthcawl 
reports on eventful 
November diary..! 


M y husband and 
consort (Mr Bill 
Stubbs) and I, 
were fortunate enough to 
meet the inspiring 
Lorraine Stone, who had 
taken part in the Cardiff 
Half Marathon and 
raised £1,200 for the 
Glaze charity - Ray 
Murray was grateful to 
receive the cheque. 

We attended a Sausage and 
Mash lunch held in the Hi- 
Tide to raise funds for Cancer 
Research UK. I was amazed 
to learn that the Porthcawl 
branch had raised £320,000 
for the charity since it was 
first formed in 1965. What an 
achievement! 

We attended the AGM of 
the Royal British Legion, 
Porthcawl Branch, the 
Remembrance service held at 
the Bandstand in John Street, 
as well as the one held in All 
Saints Church and at the 
Cenotaph. 

The attendances at both 
services were the largest ever 
seen in Porthcawl. Both serv¬ 
ices were extremely moving, 
even more so because of the 
many children who also came 
to pay their respects and to 
lay wreaths. 

I was invited to a coffee 
morning in the Atlantic, 
which was organised by the 
Inner Wheel Club of 
Porthcawl to raise funds for 
local charities. I also opened 
the Christmas fayre, held in 
Fairways, organised by the 
Townswomen’s Guild to raise 
funds to support the Diabetic 
Clinic in South Road. Both 
events were very successful 
and raised large amounts of 
money. 

A quiz, held at the 
Brentwood, was organised by 
the Civic Fund to raise money 
for my mayoral charities - 


Barnardo’s, Tenovus and 
RNLI. 

The quiz master was Mr 
Steve Maitland-Thomas, and 
it was supported by a number 
of local organisations, town 
councillors and other teams. 
Many thanks to everyone who 
came to lend their support. 

We attended a meeting held 
by the YMCA to inform the 
many organisations present 
that their intention, when the 
renovations are complete, is 
to make the new building into 
a ‘Community Hub’. 

The ideas were very inter¬ 
esting indeed, as it was to 
hear about services that they 
are already providing for chil¬ 
dren as well as adults. 

The Bamardo’s lunch in 
Fairways went extremely well 
and the committee thanked 
me for choosing Barnardo’s as 
one of my mayoral charities. 

A meeting was held in 
Evergreen Hall, Bridgend, by 
the Samaritans to thank some 
of the councils, organisations, 
individuals and churches for 
supporting them over the pre¬ 
vious twelve months. 

A Christmas fayre held by 
Tenovus in Trinity Church 
Hall to raise funds for their 
charity had beautifully laid 
out stalls. 

The Christmas dinner, held 
by Bridgend County Borough 
Mayor, Coun Chris 
Michaelides, at the Heronston 
was for his charities. The 
Master of Ceremonies was 
Carwyn Jones AM, First 
Minister and the guest speaker 
was Mr Michael Hall. It was 
a most enjoyable evening. 

Despite the strong winds 
and rain, the Porthcawl 
Christmas event drew in a 
large crowd of people who 
were able to enjoy the stalls in 
the YMCA, the children’s 
rides and the excellent enter¬ 
tainment provided, at the 


bandstand, by bands and 
singers. 

A gentleman, dressed as a 
Christmas tree, was on stilts 
and mingled with the crowd, 
to the delight of the children. 
They all braved the weather 
and deserve our praise and 
thanks. 

A procession of dignitaries, 
including the Mayor of 
Bridgend county borough, 
Coun Chris Michaelides, my 
husband and myself, were 
joined by the remarkable 
Simon Richardson. 

I was very honoured to 
greet Simon and the digni¬ 
taries. We all walked down 
John Street to greet Father 
Christmas at the bandstand 
and we greeted everyone there 
and wished them a very 
Merry Christmas. 

It was a very successful 
day. A very big thank you to 
the town council clerk, clerk’s 
assistant and the handyman 
for all their hard work. 

‘Broadway’s Back’, held at 
the Grand Pavilion, was 
absolutely superb. The talents 
and skills of the Broadway 
chorus, RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band and guests 
Bridgend Youth Dance, 
Broadway Babes and the 
orchestra are outstanding, 
with some hilarious interven¬ 
tions and banter provided by 
Andrew Morgan, as a guest 
artist, and Michael Plowman, 
event co-ordinator. It was a 
wonderfully entertaining 
evening. 

Before I conclude, my hus¬ 
band and I would like to wish 
you all a very Happy 
Christmas. I look forward, 
next month, to letting you 
know what took place over the 
Christmas period. Take care. 

Coun Barbara Stubbs 
Mayor of Porthcawl 


Fair treatment ABERKENFIG ATC 
for Porthcawl? NEEDS TRUSTEES 


I REFER to a 
meeting of the 
County 

Borough Council 
(BCBC) on 
November 16. 

Coun L Morgan, in 
response to a clearly 
‘planted’ question by 
one of his colleagues, 
sought to justify the 
spending of £600,000 on 
the refurbishment of 
Maesteg swimming pool 
by providing evidence as 
to its use; thereby meet¬ 
ing the BCBC strategic 
theme of prioritising 
healthy living through 
physical activity at local 
authority sports and 
leisure centres. 

Unsurprisingly, a 
wealth of figures show¬ 
ing use of the pool was 
supplied to justify the 
refurbishment for the 


benefit of the residents 
of the Llynfi Valley. 

In response, I asked 
him to explain how he 
intended to improve on 
this prioritised theme of 
healthy living in relation 
to similar facilities avail¬ 
able to the residents of 
Porthcawl. 

He answered that his 
administration was doing 
all it could to encourage 
developers to provide 
leisure facilities during 
the regeneration of 
Porthcawl. 

So it’s private money 
for Porthcawl during 
economic downturn - 
but taxpayers’ money for 
all other areas of the 
borough. 

That’s fair. Isn’t it? 

Coun Ken Watts, 
Newton 


AM chairperson 
of 2318 

(Aberkenfig) Sqn 
of the Air Cadets. 
The Air Training 
Corps (ATC) is a 
national organisation 
for young people 
aged between 13 and 
20, established in 
1941 and there are 
nearly 1,000 
squadrons divided 
into 36 wings, split 
into six regions. 

2318 (Aberkenfig) 
squadron is one such 
unit working with young 
people in a socially 
deprived area in 
Bridgend, south Wales. 

We aim to produce 
enthusiastic and thought¬ 
ful young men and 
women who will strive 
to succeed in whatever 
walk of life they choose 


- to encourage a practi¬ 
cal interest in aviation 
and the RAF; provide 
training that will be use¬ 
ful within the ATC and 
civilian life; and foster a 
spirit of adventure, while 
developing qualities of 
leadership and adven¬ 
ture; 2318 squadron’s 
AGM is at 7.30 pm on 
February 7, and we 
would like to recmit new 
trustees to the board of 
our charity. 

There is a need for us 
to have a committed and 
diverse board of trustees 
to act as the guardians of 
our ultimate aims. 

Trustees are unpaid, 
but the commitment is 
not onerous and the job 
is very satisfying and 
brings with it the chance 
to learn new skills. 
Stuart Morgan, 
Swansea. 


A Victorian 
Christmas 
at Bryngarw 


FRANCIS and Phineas, Victorian char¬ 
acters from Pick ’n’ Mix Circus will be 
joining in the festive celebrations at 
Bryngarw House and Country Park in 
Brynmenyn, Bridgend on Saturday and 
Sunday, December 17-18 at the Victorian 
Christmas themed event between 10am- 
5pm. 

During the weekend, Francis and Phineas will 
cast a warm Victorian glow over the proceedings by 
joining in the jolly japes and games and providing 
entertainment free of charge for the whole family to 
enjoy. 

The programme will involve circus skills on the 
lawn in front of Bryngarw House including the 
opportunity to take part in the ancient skill of the 
famous oriental warrior weapon ‘the diablo’. Plus, 
don’t miss out on experiencing the thrill of the low 
wire (safety equipment will be provided free of 
charge). 

As well as the Victorian entertainers, families 
can enjoy an exciting array of traditional Victorian 
themed rides and stalls and the highlight of the fes¬ 
tival is a visit from Father Christmas. He will be 
present from 11.15am-1.15pm on both days, meet¬ 
ing and greeting children and hearing their 
Christmas wishes. 

Carol singing is open to all on Sunday, 

Charity worker’s 
nomination 


A BRIDGEND commu¬ 
nications worker for 
Diabetes UK Cymru has 
been named by industry 
magazine PR Week as 
one of the most talented 
young professionals 
under the age of 29 in 
the UK. 

Former Cardiff 
University student 
Kerry-Lynne Pyke (27) 
has worked for the char¬ 
ity since June 2009. 

She has led the chari¬ 
ty ’5 media work and 
awareness campaigns in 
Wales, generating more 
than 120 items of cover¬ 
age in the media during 
a single month. 

“She established a 
successful relationship 


with Welsh Rugby Union, 
persuading players to 
provide quotes of sup¬ 
port for campaigns and 
pose for promotional 
photographs. 

“To mark World 
Diabetes Day 2010, she 
managed to get the 
Millennium Stadium lit 
up in blue, ” a 
spokesperson said. 

Kerry-Lynne, who was 
nominated by DUKC 
director Dai Williams, 
said: “I’m delighted to 
have been nominated 
and selected for PR 
Week's 29 under 29 
2011. More than 160,000 
people are now diag¬ 
nosed with diabetes in 
Wales and that number 
is increasing rapidly 
every year. ” 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


OGMORE Retired 
Residents’ Association 
met at All Saints, 
Southerndown, on 
November 17 when 
Adrian and Mavis 
presented a film show 
narrated by Mavis on 
their travels around 
the countryside within 
25 miles of Ogmore- 
by-Sea. 

It took in the com¬ 
memorative trees in St 
Brides Major, Bryngarw 
House, Craig-yr-Eos, 
Argoed Forest, Rhondda 
and the Rhigos old mi ne 
workings and lakes. The 
Newport Levels, 

Swansea Valley and the 
Maritime Marina also 
featured; it showed the 
flora and fauna and 
architectural subjects 
along the way. 

A big thank you to 
them both for showing 
and sharing the beauty 
we have about us. 

Wishing member Eric 
Jowett a speedy recovery 


after his recent stay in 
hospital. 

NOVEMBER 19 was 
the local produce mar¬ 
ket morning in the 
church hall with more 
new stalls. The next 
market will be on 
December 17 at 10am- 
12 noon. 

DON’T forget the charity 
quiz and raffle in the 
church hall, St Brides 
Major, on Friday, 
December 2 in aid of the 
Joshua Foundation ‘OZ’ 
Experience 2011 at 
7.30pm. Tickets £5, or 
pay at the door. 
FRIENDS of the 
Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast are holding a 
Christmas event at the 
Heritage Centre on 
December 4 at 2.30pm. 

Go along to enjoy the 
log fire, glass of mulled 
wine and mince pies and 
a raffle and some enter¬ 
tainment. All free. 



Victorian entertainers with Christmas tree. 


December 18 at 7.30pm, accompanied by a brass 
band and includes complimentary mulled wine and 
mince pies. 

Admission and car parking is free all weekend, 
and tickets to the value of £1.50 are to be bought at 
the ticket booth and exchanged at the rides, stalls or 
food carts. All children must be accompanied by a 
responsible adult. 

Visitors are advised to wear wellies or other suit¬ 
able footwear as much of the Victorian Christmas 
will be taking place on the lawn. Please bring 
torches to walk to and from the car park. 


Tougher rules 
for sunbeds 


TOUGHER rules 
have been intro¬ 
duced governing the 
use of sunbeds in 
Bridgend county 
borough. 

The cabinet of 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council has 
amended its scheme of 
delegations of functions 
to reflect changes in the 
law surrounding the use 
of sunbeds following the 
Sunbeds (Regulation) 
Act 2010 (Wales) 
Regulations 2011. 

Introduced by the 
Welsh Government after 
the 2009 announcement 
by the International 
Agency for Research on 
Cancer that sunbeds are 
carcinogenic to humans, 
and subsequent research 
from the Department of 
Health, Welsh 

Government and Cancer 
Research UK, which has 
shown that high numbers 
of young people use 
sunbeds, the regulations 
have added additional 
legal requirements to 
sunbed businesses which 


cover: 

• The supervision of 
sunbed use at all sunbed 
businesses. 

• The prescription of 
the health information 
that is to be displayed 
and made available to 
adults who may seek to 
use a sunbed. 

• The prohibition of 
the provision or display 
of any material relating 
to health effects of 
sunbed use, other than 
material containing the 
health information pre¬ 
scribed. 

• The provision and 
wearing of safe and 
appropriate protective 
eyewear for adults. 

A BCBC spokesman 
said: “The council’s pub¬ 
lic protection team will 
take the additional 
requirements into 

account when inspecting 
businesses which offer 
sunbed services, or carry¬ 
ing out ‘test purchasing’ 
exercises designed to 
protect underage children 
and young people.” 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 08) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

01 Thur 

10.28 

8.9 

22.51 

8.2 

02 Fri 

11.21 

8.4 

23.43 

7.9 

03 Sat 



12.21 

7.9 

04 Sun 

00.55 

7.7 

13.29 

7.8 

05 Mon 

01.57 

7.7 

14.35 

7.9 

06 Tues 

03.09 

8.1 

15.31 

8.4 

07 Wed 

04.03 

8.5 

16.22 

8.7 

08 Thur 

04.44 

8.8 

17.05 

8.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off’, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Invaded flat’ - court told 


COMMUNITY 
ORDER FOR 
MAESTEG MAN 


A YOUNG man 
who “invaded” a 
flat has been sen¬ 
tenced to a commu¬ 
nity order for a 
year at Cardiff 
Crown Court 
which involves car¬ 
rying out 200 hours 
unpaid work. 

Scott Davies (20) of 
Cymmer Road, 

Maesteg, who had no 
previous convictions, 
was also ordered to pay 
costs of £500. 

He pleaded guilty to 
entering a flat situated 
above a public house at 
High Street, 

Nantyfyllon. 

Recorder Daniel 
Williams said entry to 
the flat was through a 
hole in the ceiling. 


REPORT by 
AJ SICLUNA 


“You said that if you 
knew it had been a 
family home, you 
would not have com¬ 
mitted the offence,” 
added the Recorder. 

He said that Davies 
had invaded someone’s 
property and that a 
second conviction for 
such an offence would 
result in a custodial 
sentence. 

Prosecutor David 
Thomas said that Mr 
Zhihua Zaho went on 
holiday in June. When 
he and his family 
returned, they found 
the flat had been bur¬ 
gled. 


“An untidy search 
was made, and there 
were items on the 
floor,” he said. 

Fingerprints of the 
defendant were found 
and there were also five 
other sets of finger¬ 
prints of unidentified 
persons. 

“It is accepted that 
others are involved, not 
just Davies,” said Mr 
Thomas. 

He told the police he 
had taken only three 
packs of tiles and a bag 
of plaster. 

His counsel, Meirion 
Davies, said: “He is 
working as a roofer 
and he is unlikely to 
repeat this experience. 
He has been worried 
about it for a very long 
time.” 


BRIDGEND THEATRE STUDENTS 
HELP OUT CHILDREN IN NEED 



Tories target Carwyn 
over wind farm issue 


by GEM reporters 


CONSERVATIVES 
in Bridgend are tar¬ 
geting Carwyn 
Jones on the issue of 
wind farms - an 
issue they believe is 
the First Minister’s 
‘Achilles heel’. 

There was much heat¬ 
ed debate some years ago 
when a wind farm was 
proposed at Scarweather 
Sands - close to 
Porthcawl - and now the 
attention is switching to 
the Atlantic Array, a 
much larger windfarm 
but one that is further out 
in the Bristol Channel. 

Suzy Davies, Welsh 
Conservative regional 
AM for south Wales 
west, asked First 
Minister Mr Jones about 
his views on how the 
Atlantic Array would 
affect marine wildlife, 
particularly the harbour 
porpoise which breeds 
along the south Wales 
coast. 

Mrs Davies, who is 
opposing the plan 
because of the effect it 
will have on this particu¬ 
lar species, asked if the 
Welsh Labour 

Government would be 
sharing concerns about 
the effect on harbour por¬ 
poises and other marine 
wildlife with the UK 
government, which will 
make the final decision 
on the application from 
RWE npower. 

Mr Jones replied that 
they were pressing the 
UK government to 
devolve decision-making 
in this area to Cardiff. 

“He is avoiding the 
question, avoiding the 


issue,” said Mrs Davies. 

“Unfortunately, the 
AM for Bridgend has 
form on this. He 
abstained several years 
ago when the 
Scarweather Sands wind 
farm application came up 
at the Assembly. 

“People in Porthcawl, 
who are his constituents, 
must be wondering if he 
will also refuse to com¬ 
mit on this much larger 
application.” 

However, the First 
Minister responded: 
“Suzy Davies knows full 
well that this is a matter 
for the UK Government, 
and she would do well to 
lobby her colleagues in 
London with her con¬ 
cerns, rather than pre¬ 
tending that this is a mat¬ 
ter for the Welsh 
Government. ” 

Suzy Davies said: 
“The final decision is a 
matter for the UK gov¬ 
ernment, but surely it’s 
time for Carwyn Jones to 
tell the people of the 
Bridgend constituency 
where he stands on this? 

“It was during his 
watch that the controver¬ 
sial Tan 8 policy, which 
designated huge swathes 
of land for wind farms, 
was approved. It’s no 
wonder people are con¬ 
cerned.” 

The Atlantic Array 
wind farm would see 
between 188 and 417 tur¬ 
bines - each up to 800 
feet high, built over 257 
square miles in the 
Bristol Channel. 

The wind farm would 


stretch for 25 miles from 
south of Gower to south 
Pembrokeshire. 

Suzy Davies has met 
members of the 

Porthcawl Environment 
Trust, which opposed the 
Scarweather Sands 
scheme. 

Although granted 
planning consent, it 
never got its licence 
because the group took it 
to the European parlia¬ 
ment, where it is still 
being considered. 

She said: “They took 
action under the 

European Habitats 
Directive because of 
fears about the harbour 
porpoise. 

“The habitat should be 
protected under 

European law as it is a 
breeding ground. 

“Objectors claim that 
the pile-driving neces¬ 
sary to install the tur- 


ON Saturday, 
December 3, 
Porthcawl Stroke 
Club will provide 
‘Know your Blood 
Pressure’ sessions free 
of charge to the pub¬ 
lic, with no appoint¬ 
ment needed. 

The sessions will be 
carried out by qualified 
personnel at Trinity 
Church in Porthcawl 
town centre, opposite the 
police station from 
10am-4pm. 

“This is a preventative 
measure to allow people 
of all ages to be aware 
of how important a 
blood pressure reading 
can be. There are no 
actual systems or signs 
to let an individual know 
when there are serious 
risks to their health and 
wellbeing.” 

Last year, the event 


bines will burst the 
eardrums of all the 
cetaceans in the sur¬ 
rounding sea and, with¬ 
out their hearing, por¬ 
poises and dolphins will 
be unable to hunt and 
will starve. 

“They rely on their 
sonar so they will suffer a 
slow and cruel death.” 

Mrs Davies, who is a 
lawyer, said that the 
problem with the Habitat 
Directive is that the UK 
government failed to 
properly transpose it into 
British law and has been 
ordered to do it again, 
which is taking time. 

“I will be contacting 
Welsh Conservative Euro 
MP Kay Swinburne 
about what’s happening 
in Europe on this matter,” 
she added. 

“We need to invoke 
EU legislation if neces¬ 
sary to protect these 
mammals.” 


dealt with 153 people; 
thankfully, only a few 
needed to make an 
appointment with a doc¬ 
tor. Pop in for a check¬ 
up at Trinity Church, as 
you do not want to be in 
the position where you 
realise that you have left 
it too late. 

Once again, the 
Porthcawl Stroke Club 
would like to wish all 
the community a very 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New 
Year. 

Anyone wishing to 
join the Porthcawl 
Stroke Club, should con¬ 
tact chairman Mr Keith 
Duggan on (01656) 
773376 or committee 
member Mr Ray Cross 
on (01656) 782190. 

BARBARA 
MATTHEWS 
(Porthcawl Stroke 
Club) 


Pressing Ahead 


Outstanding Ironing 
Free Collection 
Free Delivery 

Serving the Vale since 2001 

. 01446 781551 



Pressure checks 


The enthusiastic students 
who dressed up with 
Stagecoach Principals, 
Helene and Rob Reynolds, as 
the Super Mario Brothers. 





STAGECOACH Theatre Arts raised a fantastic £410.55 for the Children in Need 


appeal. Instead of wearing their usual Stagecoach uniform, students attendedtheir 
classes dressed in fancy dress as a ‘Famous Person or Famous Character’. 


Eye clinic’s Christmas 
hamper will help heroes 



ABOVE: The hamper full offestive goodies. 


STAFF at the eye 
clinic in the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital are raf¬ 
fling a Christmas 
hamper to raise 
money for Help for 
Heroes. 

Tickets are £1 a time, 
and the winner will be 
drawn on December 19. 

Suzanne Jones, a 
healthcare support 
worker at the clinic, 
told The GEM: “It is 


going well and the tar¬ 
get is to raise £500. 

“We would like to 
thank all the patients 
and members of staff 
who have bought tick¬ 
ets. 

“Also, we are very 
grateful for the support 
we received from some 
local businesses. Aroma 
Coffee House, Celtic 
cameras, cavalli’s Fish 
and Chip Shop, and 
Pizza Hut.” 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your horn" 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 



01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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Dire need for homeless beds in 
borough - says YMCA manager 


THE future of a major 
organisation in 

Bridgend was the topic 
for discussion when 
two regional AMs visit¬ 
ed the town’s YMCA. 

Lisa Gilchrist, the centre’s 
general manager, met Suzy 
Davies and Byron Davies, 
Welsh Conservative 

Regional AMs for south 
Wales west. 

She explained that the 
organisation had been 
through some ups and downs 
recently, culminating in a cri¬ 
sis last year when a plan to 
demolish their current build¬ 
ing in Angel Street and 
replace it with a new state- 
of-the-art centre fell through 
at the last minute. 

The current centre was 
built in 1960 as a temporary 
building, although the organ¬ 
isation has been going in 
Bridgend since 1898. It is 
autonomous and is responsi¬ 
ble for raising its own funds. 

Lisa reported that the 
organisation had been trying 
to redevelop its centre for 
many years because it was 
now outdated and expensive 
to run, but the site had been 


blighted because the council 
designated it for a multi 
storey car park. Nothing 
could be done until that 
blight was finally lifted. 

The organisation had 
plans drawn up in 2007 in 
conjunction with two hous¬ 
ing associations. 

“It was an ambitions £3m 
scheme and we had a grant of 
£L2m from the Assembly to 
provide a homeless hostel 
here on the site, along with 
new facilities for us,” she 
explained. 

“The rest of the money 
was being provided in the 
form of a mortgage and loans 
with a 90-year lease back 
from the housing associa¬ 
tions.” 

The scheme, if it had pro¬ 
ceeded, would have given the 
YMCA fabulous new facili¬ 
ties including a sprung 
floored dance studio, a mar¬ 
tial arts dojo, various activity 
rooms and a coffee shop. 

There would also have 
been 17 crisis accommoda¬ 
tion beds which would have 
been operated by the housing 
associations. 

Lisa said that there is a 
dire need for direct access 
accommodation for homeless 


youngsters in the town: “We 
have none of these beds in 
the borough and I spend 
hours on the phone every 
week trying to get the home¬ 
less people who come to us 
for help into the hostel which 
Port Talbot YMCA runs,” she 
said. “It would have been a 
godsend.” 

However, the whole 
scheme came crashing down 
in April 2010 when the 
agreement was due to be 
signed and both associations 
suddenly withdrew. 

“They both pulled out at 
the last minute,” said Lisa. 
“They had lost contracts and 
they simply did not have the 
funding for our scheme.” 

This sudden decision left 
Bridgend YMCA in dire cir¬ 
cumstances: “We had invest¬ 
ed every penny of ours into 
this scheme - getting the 
plans drawn and the building 
designed. We had no money 
to even pay our bills and 
wages. 

“We were on the point of 
closing when we were 
offered the chance to sell the 
site to the Bridgend develop¬ 
ment Firm HD Ltd. They 
have given us a long lease 
back and a very fair rental 


deal. They literally saved us 
from going under.” 

While all this was going 
on, staff were not paid for 
three months but remained 
loyal to the organisation. 

“We now have a new 
board and we manage to gen¬ 
erate enough income from 
activities and parking 
charges to cover our running 
costs.” 

Lisa explained that the 
YMCA faced an on-going 
problem with finding its core 
funding, as it did not attract 
grants from any bodies apart 
from £3,000 from BCBC. 

“We are an organisation 
that works with people 
across the board,” she said. 
“We do not focus on special 
interest groups like young¬ 
sters with drugs or alcohol 
problems, for example - we 
deal with all youngsters and I 
think that’s good. 

“It means that young peo¬ 
ple with those issues or oth¬ 
ers can mix freely with peo¬ 
ple from different back¬ 
grounds. Otherwise, if they 
are only seeing other people 
with the same issues as them¬ 
selves, they will begin to see 
that as the norm. 

“But from a funding point 


of view, we are being left 
behind because we are not 
ticking the right boxes. 
Unless society funds activi¬ 
ties and facilities for the 
mainstream, we will end up 
with more young people who 
will be needing these special¬ 
ist services.” 

She said that activities at 
Bridgend YMCA attract a 
wide age range from toddlers 
up to 90-year-olds. 

“It’s great. You can have 
children taking part in activi¬ 
ties with their parents and 
grandparents. That encour¬ 
ages tolerance and means 
that young people learn to 
respect older people, while 
they are less intimidated by 
someone in a hoodie.” 

The organisation has been 
upgrading the existing centre 
as much as possible to ensure 
that it is warm, dry and water 
tight. 

“We have tried to make it 
as attractive and homely as 
possible,” added Lisa. “We 
are in an excellent position 
just on the edge of the town 
centre and we do not want to 
move further out, as many 
users come to us by bus. We 
also offer free car parking to 
users in the evening. 


“Our user groups are now 
confident that we are staying 
and we have about a thou¬ 
sand people a week coming 
through our doors,” 

Both AMs were impressed 
with what is going on at the 
centre. 

“I never imagined that this 
centre would be so busy,” 
said Byron Davies. “It is lit¬ 
erally a hive of activity and it 
is obviously a much needed 
and well used facility in 
Bridgend. 

“It’s a tragedy that the 
redevelopment plan fell 
through at the last minute 
leaving them in a desperate 
position but, thankfully, the 
situation was saved by a 
local firm and we must be 
grateful to them for that. 

“I just hope that the 
YMCA and HD will be able 
to work together in the future 
to come up with a scheme 
which will be of mutual ben¬ 
efit but will protect the future 
of this very important organ¬ 
isation.” 

Suzy Davies commented 
that although it was a 50- 
year-old building, it still pro¬ 
vided people of all ages in 
Bridgend with a very valu¬ 
able resource. 


“I was very surprised at 
how pleasant and cosy it is,” 
she said. 

“Lisa and her staff, both 
paid and voluntary, obvious¬ 
ly work very hard to make 
the centre a warm and wel¬ 
coming place. 

“The name of the YMCA 
is established and highly 
trusted and it is no surprise 
that it remains determined to 
foster strong communities 
despite the age-old challenge 
of core funding. 

“However, one of the 
YMCA’s gifts to its users is 
the example of triumph over 
adversity and the message it 
needs to get out is that this 
centre is very much up and 
running. 

“It has overcome its diffi¬ 
culties and is facing the 
future with new confidence. 

“We will take up the issue 
of core funding that Lisa 
raised with us. Money is tight 
but targeting specific groups 
sometimes works to the 
detriment of others, which 
provide activities and facili¬ 
ties for the vast majority,” the 
AM promised. 


CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP with AJ SICLUNA 


Man (25) is jailed for 
underage sex offence 


A PENCOEDman 
has been jailed for 
three-and-a-half 
years at Cardiff 
Crown Court for 
having sex with an 
underage girl, and 
falsely imprisoning 
her. 

Daniel Duggan (25) of 
Heol Ewenny, who has 


no previous convictions, 
admitted sexual activity 
with a child and false 
imprisonment. 

Said Judge 

Christopher Llewellyn- 
Jones: “I fully accept 
intercourse was with her 
consent, but you knew 
she was 15. It was unpro¬ 
tected sex.” 

Prosecutor Jonathan 


Man’s six-month 
jail sentence 


BRYNCETHIN HEROIN 
DEALER IS JAILED 
FOR FIVE YEARS 


A HEROIN dealer has been 
jailed for five years at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Judge Christopher Llewellyn-Jones 
told 30-year-old James Watkins: “The 
other day, I sentenced a man for drugs 
offences. I described heroin as a can¬ 
cer in our society. 

“You are an illustration of the effect 
someone who distributes heroin has. 
You contributed to your own downfall, 
and that of others as well.” 

Watkins, of Highland Avenue, 
Bryncethin, admitted possessing hero¬ 
in with intent to supply. He was also 
committed to sentence by Vale 
Magistrates for possessing heroin with 
intent to supply, and possessing hero¬ 
in. 

Prosecutor John Ryan said that on 
August 9, police went to an address in 
Bridgend where Watkins was, and 
found heroin worth £370 on the prem¬ 
ises. There was also drugs parapherna¬ 


lia and cash. 

In the living room were traces of 
heroin, and heroin was found on the 
carpet. 

On March 15, police searched a 
premises in Brackla, and Watkins had 
on him a package containing heroin 
with a street value of £3,500. 

In November last year, Mr Ryan 
said the police went to the cells com¬ 
plex in Cardiff Crown Court and when 
he was searched, Watkins had a pack¬ 
age containing heroin. 

His counsel, Kevin Seal, said: “He 
has been taking heroin since the age of 
18, and in the last couple of years it’s 
got out of control. 

“He just could not stop taking hero¬ 
in. He could not afford it, and so he 
sold to others. 

“Fortunately, he is now completely 
drugs-free, for the first time in a 
decade. He realises he’s let everyone 
down. Heroin ravaged his life.” 


Two years’jail for heroin 
dealer caught in Wildmill 


WHEN violence 
erupted in Llantwit 
Major town square 
one night in June, a 
23-year-old man 
delivered a single 
punch which 

knocked out his vic¬ 
tim, Cardiff Crown 
Court has been told. 

Robert Carter (23) of 
Chapel Close, St Athan, 
was jailed for six months 
after pleading guilty to 
wounding Dean Kayes. 

Said Judge Stephen 
Hopkins: “Fighting 

broke out, fuelled by 
alcohol. Without any 
warning or provocation, 
you delivered a punch of 
significant force which 
knocked Mr Kayes off 
his feet and knocked him 
out. 

“He suffered very 
nasty injuries. This was 
deliberate violence yet 
again in one of our towns 
or cities. 

“For no good reason 
you involved yourself 
with a victim you didn’t 
even know. It’s clear you 
have a short fuse and a 
nasty streak when you’ve 
been drinking.” 


Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said that on 
the night of June 11, 
there was a melee and a 
fracas in Llantwit Major 
town square. 

Mr Kayes became 
involved with another 
man, but Carter ran at 
them and in five seconds 
punched Mr Kayes with 
a single blow to the side 
of the head. 

He fell to the ground 
bleeding, and at one 
point was kicked. He 
remembers nothing of 
the incident, and he came 
to in the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

Mr Greenwood said he 
suffered injuries which 
needed 10 stitches. 

When arrested. Carter 
said he had been drinking 
throughout the day. 

Earlier, he said, some¬ 
one had been staring at 
him and his girlfriend 
had been pushed. 

He said he threw the 
punch to defend a friend. 

His counsel, James 
Evans, said: “He was 
misguided doing what he 
did. The offence was 
towards the lower end of 
the scale.” 


Bushell said Duggan had 
met the girl over the 
internet. Three weeks 
later, they had sex about 
two to three times a 
week. 

“He knew her age 
from the outset,” said Mr 
Bushell. 

The girl told her moth¬ 
er Duggan was 17. 

In August, the girl 
ended the relationship, 
but he tried to contact 
her, making 200 calls to 
her mobile phone. 

She later agreed to 
meet him, and when she 
got into his car, he drove 
off reaching speeds of up 
to 70 mph in built-up 
areas, and making 
threats. At one point, he 
threatened to end his life. 

Mr Bushell said he 
lost control of the car in 
Bryncethin. The girl, 
who was frightened and 
distressed, was allowed 
to leave the vehicle. 

Duggan told the police 
she had been “in pieces” 
and he apologised. 

John Ryan, defending, 
said: “He has written a 
letter to the court 
expressing his extreme 
remorse. 

“He is a loyal friend to 
many, selfless to people 
in need. This offence was 
utterly out of character. 

“In many ways, for a 
25-year-old he is imma¬ 
ture. When he drove as 
he did, he was in a des¬ 
perate state.” 

The judge made a 
restraining order prevent¬ 
ing him contacting the 
girl and he was disquali¬ 
fied from working with 
children and ordered to 
register as a sex offender 
for life. 


AN undercover 
police operation in 
Bridgend with the 
object of ridding the 
town of heroin deal¬ 
ers, has resulted in a 
man being jailed for 
two years at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Steven Hatch (35) of 
no fixed address, had 
been convicted by Vale 
Magistrates of supplying 
heroin and had been 
committed to the Crown 
Court for sentence. 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said the 
police carried out 
Operation Hutton in an 
effort to prevent the sale 


of drugs in Bridgend. 

On January 31, an 
undercover police officer 
met Hatch and suggested 
they meet up and asked if 
there was any heroin for 
sale. At one point. Hatch 
bought a bottle of vodka 
and shared it with the 
officer. 

Later, in the Wildmill 
area, the officer handed 
over £10 for a small 
amount of heroin. 

Hatch said: “Sit down, 
we’ll have a couple of 
lines now.” 

Christopher Rees, 
defending, said: “This 
case is as close to entrap¬ 
ment as you can get. The 
officer was like a limpet 
with the defendant, who 


is a hopeless drug addict 
and even saw him drink 
half a bottle of vodka. 

“The police caught a 
tiddler, rather than a big 
fish. Hatch was merely a 
conduit, and the officer 
knew he was desperate 
for drugs.” 

Judge Stephen 

Hopkins warned him that 
if he committed another 
drugs offence, he would 
be liable to serve seven 
years in prison. 

“This case shows you 
are willing to supply 
class A drugs to another. 
Heroin and cocaine are 
not only highly addictive, 
but they lead to a life of 
misery and degradation.” 


The GEM is in partnership 
with the Dog's Trust to find 
good homes for dogs at the 
Bridgend Rehoming Centre 

(Telephone: 01656 725219) 

Friendly Mac 
needs a home 
for Christmas 

THIS WEEK: 

MAC is a four-year- 
old Westie, who has 
come to Dogs Trust 
through no fault of his 
own. 

He is a very sweet, 
friendly little dog, who 
has been used to being 
a companion. 

He gets on well with 
other dogs, and would 
happily live with 
another dog. 

He would love to 
have a fire to curl up ABOVE: 

in front of, and per- Friendly MAC. 

haps a sticking to would love to help you 

open on Christmas perfect furry 

morning! friend. 

If you are thinking phere is still time to 

of offering a home to a let a lovely dog spend 
dog, please pop up to his first Christmas 
visit us - we have lots with you! 
of different types and LINDA 

breeds of dogs, and FEAGAN 



BIG SCREEN 

BIG Screen’s Christmas presentation this year 
is the seasonal family favourite IFs a Wonderful 
Life (U) which will he shown on Thursday, 
December 8 at 7.30pm in Cowbridge Town Hall. 

It stars James Stewart as depressed businessman 
George Bailey and Donna Reed as his wife. 

Contemplating suicide after the loss of a consid¬ 
erable amount of money, George and his family are 
rescued by Clarence (Henry Travers), a compassion¬ 
ate angel. 

Big Screen’s Christmas present to its faithful 
audience is a free mince pie and a glass of wine, as 
well as the usual ice creams. 

Doors open at 7.10pm and tickets are £3 (in 
advance from the town clerk’s office, or on the door, 
subject to availability). 
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Maesteg chef through to 
national final cook-off 


A SOUS chef at 
the Ffresh 
Restaurant in the 
Wales Millennium 
Centre in Cardiff 
moved a step clos¬ 
er to the coveted 
National Chef of 
Wales title by win¬ 
ning the south 
Wales regional 
final on Tuesday. 

Ryan Jones, 28, from 
Maesteg, beat three 
other chefs to claim the 
regional honour and is 
now looking forward to 
a Valentine’s Day cook¬ 
off at the Welsh 
International Culinary 
Championships at 
Coleg Llandrillo 
Cymru, Rhos on Sea 
next year. 

His winning menu 
opened with pan-fried 
brill, oxtail cheroles 
and white truffle, fol¬ 
lowed by a main course 
of breast of Madgett’s 
Farm duck with fondant 
potato, salsify, butternut 
squash, duck leg and 
liver faggot. Dessert 


was bitter chocolate 
mousse and passion 
fruit. 

“I was confident that 
what I had cooked was 
good, but I was still 
surprised to win,” said 
a modest Ryan, who 
was making his debut 
in the competition. 

“I have wanted to 
enter this competition 
for years as my former 
pastry lecturer Doug 
Windsor is a past win¬ 
ner and I have worked 
with members of the 
Welsh National 
Culinary Team. 
Hopefully, I can now go 
on and win the compe¬ 
tition.” 

He beat 2010 finalist 
James Hamilton, head 
chef at Fairyhill Hotel, 
Reynoldston Gower, 
Swansea; former Welsh 
National Culinary Team 
pastry chef Karl Jones- 
Hughes, head chef at 
Hotel Plas Hyfryd, 
Narberth, and .John 
Quill, owner of J. Q. 
Catering Services, 
Whitchurch, Cardiff, in 
the regional final held 
at Cardiff and Vale 



Ryan Jones receives his south Wales Chef of the Year award 
from judges Graham Tinsley (on left) and Colin Gray. 


Colwinston fayre 

ST DAVID’S Church in Wales School, 
Colwinston, holds its Christmas fayre on 
Friday, December 2 from 3.30pm - 6pm at 
Colwinston Village Hall. 

Christmas gifts, stalls, children’s activities, 
refreshments, festive plants and wreaths. 


College. 

The beaten regional 
finalists must now wait 
until after the North 
Wales regional final at 
Deeside College, 
Connah’s Quay on 
Thursday to discover if 
any of them qualify as 
the two best runners up 
for the February 14 
cook-off. 

Apart from the cov¬ 
eted national title, 
£3,000 prize money is 
on offer in the contest, 
the winner receiving 
£2,000 and runner up 
£ 1 , 000 . 

The competition is 


organised by the Welsh 
Culinary Association 
and sponsored jointly 
by the Welsh 
Government, Unilever 
Food Solutions and 
Hybu Cig Cymru / 

Meat Promotion Wales. 

The north Wales 
regional finalists are: 
Chris Owen, sous chef 
at The Castle Hotel, 
Conwy, who is current¬ 
ly appearing on BBC 
2’s ‘Masterchef: The 
Professionals’ series; 
2008 finalist Gerwyn 
Williams, chef owner of 
Y Tanerdy, Llanrwst; 
Martin East, head chef 


at Hendre Coed Isaf, 
Llanaber, Barmouth; 
Robert Brown, acting 
head chef at Oriel 
House, St Asaph and 
Jonathan Reed, senior 
chef de partie at the 
Royal Sportsman Hotel, 
Porthmadog. 

Chefs are challenged 
to devise their own cre¬ 
ative menu for a three- 
course dinner for four, 
including some of 
Wales ‘True Taste’ win¬ 
ning products. 

They are given a 
three hour window in 
which to create the din- 


Porthcawl author’s 
new stories are set 
on the global stage 

‘ALMOST AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY’ 

SAYS ROBERT MINHINNICK 

After several vol¬ 
umes of poetry and a 
novel, Robert 
Minhinnick’s first 
collection of short 
stories has just been 
published by Seren 
Books. 

The volume - The 
Keys of Babylon - follows 
the lives of travellers who 
visit the UK and USA in 
search of a better life. 

Thus, there are stories 
set in London, New York, 

Los Angeles, as well as all 
over Europe. 

But as he is based in 
Porthcawl, it is fitting 
that the resort should fea¬ 
ture prominently in the 
book. 

The book is the culmi¬ 
nation of Minhinnick’s 
major ‘Creative Wales’ 
grant from the Arts 
Council of Wales. 

He said: “Completing 
this collection and seeing Newton or New York. Babylon offers tremen- 
it through the press has “They are based on my dous value for £8.99.” 

been a huge undertaking, own life as a travelling It is available from all 

“I am delighted that the writer and editor. In some good book shops, includ- 
Arts Council supported ways. The Keys of ing SUSSED in 
my project, and believe it Babylon is an autobiogra- Porthcawl, of which 
is a real step forward in phy.” Robert Minhinnick is a 

my work. Minhinnick has just director. 

“My writing has returned from literary and ‘The book is his first 
always been political, but political events in India, publication since 

I believe these 25 stories appearing at the Hay Fairground Music: the 
are also credible and Festival in Kerala. World of Porthcawl 

highly dramatic, whether He said: “At 300 Fairground (Corner), 
set in Bridgend or Brazil, Pages, The Keys of published m 2010. PI 



ABOVE: Porthcawl author Robert 
Minhinnick’s new book is out in time 
for the Christmas market. 
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WE WERE THE 
FIRST AND 
NOW THE 
LARGEST 
STOCKIST OF 
DUTCH PRO 
IN WALES! 

10 % 

OFF 


It’s our 3rd birthday and to celebrate we are giving 
10% OFF all of our products with this advert. 

We are the leading Hydroponic store in south Wales, 
stocking all Hydro systems, Nutrients, Boosters, 

Grow Tents, Grow Lights, Fans and Filters. 
EVERYTHING for all your growing needs! 

We have over 30 years combined knowledge in the 
hydroponic industry which we can pass on to you. 

We aim to be the cheapest and never compromise on quality. 
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TEL: 07725 551479 


255 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY 

VOG CF63 4HW 

OPEN TIMES: 
MON - FRI 10am - 6pm 
SAT 10am - 4pm 
SUN - APPOINTMENT 


WEBSITE WWW.HYDRO-POWER.BIZ 
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BRIDGEND CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH-ON 
DRAWS CROWDS OF EXCITED YOUNGSTERS 


FATHER CHRISTMAS, excited children, 
carols and festive lights - Bridgend’s big 
Christmas ‘switch-on’ which took place 
on November 26 had it all. 

As you can see from Randall John’s images 
of the event, the youngsters arrived in good 
time for the lighting of the illuminations, and 
they were thrilled by the sight of them against 
the night sky. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 

by RANDALL JOHN 
_I_/ 
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Prints and 
images scoop 
awards in 
competition 


PYLE and 

Porthcawl 
Photographic 
Society held its first 
open competitions 
on November 24 at 
The Rest in 
Porthcawl. 

One competition was 
for prints and the other 
for projected images, and 
the image with the high¬ 
est mark in each section 
was the winner. 

Mike Davies, who not 
only awarded the points 
for each image, but also 
provided an excellent cri¬ 
tique on each, along with 
some suggestions for 
improvement, judged 
both competitions. 

The winner of the 
print competition was 
Richard Craze with 
‘Railings’, closely fol¬ 
lowed by David Jones 
with ‘Tomato Sauce’ in 
second place, and Glyn 
Edmunds with ‘What’s 



ABOVE: And the winner is.... 


wrong with eating 
onions’ in third place, 
and Richard’s ‘Autumn’s 
on the way’ also getting 
18 points. 

The winner of the pro¬ 
jected image competition 
was again Richard Craze 
with ‘Dyffryn Water 
Lilies’, closely followed 
by Trevor Owen with 
‘Hard Working Hands in 
second place, and Mel 
Newberry with ‘Dancing 
Flames’ in third place. 


with Glyn Edmunds’ 
‘Path to the Mountains’, 
Martyn Derbyshire’s 
‘Window Shopping, 
Marilyn Belojica’s 
‘Evening Natter’ and 
Richard’s ‘Spring 

Growth’ also gained 18 
points. 

Congratulations to 
Richard, and a big thank 
you to all who participat¬ 
ed, for making it such an 
interesting and entertain¬ 
ing evening. GE 


Quiz League round-up 


ON November 21, 
Llangewydd Arms 
reached their 

‘usual’ 50 mark: 
Laleston Inn ‘A’ 
were on the receiv¬ 
ing end and did well 
to keep it down to a 
54-38 defeat. 

Tyrisha Nomads had a 
commendable score 
when they beat a good 
Crown Inn ‘A’ team by 
49-40. 

Mackworth Arms did 
all right, winning 44-34 
versus Cabo Roche who 
haven’t notched a win yet 
this season, and Tyrisha 
Royals had a surprisingly 
low score to lose at the 
Six Bells by 37-32, pos¬ 
sibly due to player short¬ 
age. 

In Division 2, Tondu 


Railway Club s 100 per 
cent record remains 
intact as they rode 
roughshod over Pheasant 
Gamekeepers for a 58-36 
victory. 

Pheasant Poachers 
also have a perfect 
League record this sea¬ 
son but are in second spot 
as they have played one 
game less than Tondu. 
Away to Oldcastle ‘B’, 
they won 39-30. 

Coychurch Wanderers 
managed a short-head 
win away to Crown Inn 
‘B’ to win 42-40, and 
Laleston Inn ‘B’ took the 
points from 

Greenmeadow who were 
unable to make an 
appearance. 

Here are your specials: 

1 Arthur Thistlewood 
was a leading figure in 


which 19th century plot 
to assassinate British 
cabinet ministers? 

2 Which position did 
Caiaphus hold in 
Jerusalem at the time of 
the crucifixion of Christ? 

3 In 1990, which 
unfashionable club 
reached the Football 
League Cup Final and FA 
Cup semi-final? 

4 A bronze statue of 
which post-war British 
Prime Minister stands 
outside Huddersfield 
Railway station? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 
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[news from the pencoed wi|| 

Across Canada 
by motorbike 
for charity... 


DR HELLIWELL 
was the speaker at 
the meeting on 
November 8; he 
had travelled more 
than 9,000 miles on 
a motorcycle called 
‘Lucy’ across parts 
of Canada and had 
wonderful pictures 
to show and many 
anecdotes of his 
journey to relate. 

He was raising 
money for the Marie 
Curie charity. 

The meeting was 
tinged with sadness, as 
our excellent correspon¬ 
dence secretary Ann 
Watts told us she was 
moving back to 
Wiltshire and we all 
wish her and her hus- 

Bridge 

THE RESULTS for 
Bridgend Bridge Club 
for recent evenings 
were: November 23 - 
First, Mary Moore and 
John Beard; second, 
Joan Jenkins and Tim 
Barsby; third , Mike 
Best and Liam 
Sheridan. 

November 25 - First, 
Mari Jones and Irene 
Wickham; second, 
Norma and David 


band Graham all the 
best in their new home. 

Diane Reynolds, our 
exceptional craft club 
leader, is unable to con¬ 
tinue with the club. 
Multi-talented Diane 
has, over the past few 
years, inspired us all 
into trying and master¬ 
ing new crafts. We 
would like to say thank 
you to both ladies. 

Our first meeting of 
2012 is on January 10, 
when the speaker will 
be from Porthcawl 
Lifeboats. 

Visitors are always 
welcome. For more 
information, contact 
01656 862181 or 01656 
860219. 

Pat Phillips 
(Press secretary) 

results 

Newman; third, Ray 
Smith and Irene Thomas. 

In addition to the reg¬ 
ular club nights on 
Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 7pm in 
Nolton church hall, there 
are now lessons for 
beginners on 

Wednesdays at 2.30pm 
and improvers on 
Fridays at 7.30pm. 


You can now read your 
GEM online - just visit 
WWW. hridgend- today, co. uk 
and register free of charge! 


News from Coity WI 


AFTER the success 
of the fundraising 
‘Ploughman’s 
Supper’ Coity WI 
members were 
mortified to discov¬ 
er that Karen and 
Ian Coles of Groes 
Stores, Coity, had 
inadvertently been 
omitted from the 
thank you list. 

A very big thank you, 
then, and an apology, to 
Karen and Ian; your 
gift of wine was appre¬ 
ciated and contributed 
to the very satisfying 
sum raised. 

The September meet¬ 
ing was chaired by 
vice-president Ann 
Mutton, who welcomed 
president Mary Poland 
back after her recent 
operation, and intro¬ 
duced the speaker for 
the evening, Wendy 
Derrick. 

Wendy supports El 
Shaddai, a charitable 
trust which helps 
needy children in Goa. 

Here, children with 
families are helped 
through outreach sup¬ 
port, homeless children 
are cared for, and 
teenagers given a safe 
place to develop life 
skills. 

Wendy sums up their 
work as “giving child¬ 
hood to children who 
never had it”. 

Her love for the 
work and enthusiasm 
for the projects was 
clear for all to see, and 
made a deep impression 
on her listeners. 

The GFWI craft 
spectacular, held at 
Cowbridge, was a great 


success and Coity was 
well represented with a 
variety of crafts and 
skills on display. 

Some members 
made a trip to London 
to visit the Houses of 
Parliament. It meant an 
early start to the day, 
but these intrepid ladies 
showed themselves 
equal to the challenge. 

On arrival, they 
enjoyed a guided tour 
of the House of Lords 
and the House of 
Commons, and were 
impressed by the sense 
of history they experi¬ 
enced in the ancient 
Westminster Hall. 

They were left with a 
lasting impression of 
the light of chandeliers 
falling on paintings and 


STAFF at Dogs Trust 
Bridgend are appeal¬ 
ing for people to come 
forward with offers of 
homes for 21 puppies 
- in order to make 
room for many other 
dogs waiting to come 
in before the busy 
Christmas period 
when many dogs 
bought as presents 
become the victims of 
‘festive fatigue.’ 

The puppies have 
come in as unwanted 
litters and some have 
been born on site - all 
are desperate to swap 
kennel life for loving 
new homes. 

Said Beverley Price, 


old stone walls. Some 
ladies followed this 
with a ride on the 
London Eye, while oth¬ 
ers visited Westminster 
Cathedral or walked in 
St James’ Park. The 
successful day closed 
with time to take in the 
Monet-like view from 
Westminster Bridge, 
before leaving for 
home. 

The next meeting (at 
the time of going to 
press) will be 
DecemberM, when the 
speaker will be Mrs 
Anna Harries. 

The theme will be 
‘Christmas is Coming’, 
meet at Coity Church 
Hall at 7.30pm. New 
members are always 
welcome. 


Rehoming Centre 
Manager: “We would 
like to see them settled 
in loving, lasting homes 
as quickly as possible 
so that they get used to 
experiencing life as 
they should. We are 
busier than ever and 
need to free up much 
needed kennel space, 
particularly for emer¬ 
gencies.” 

If you are interested 
in rehoming any of 
these puppies, call Dogs 
Trust Bridgend on 
01656 725 219 or Dogs 
Trust Leeds on 0113 281 
4920. 
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21 PUPPIES 
DESPERATE 
FOR A HOME! 
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Llangan church at centre 
of a medieval mystery as 
skeletons are discovered 


A small church, just 
a few miles from 
Cowbridge, is 
awaiting the results 
of a fascinating 
archaeological find. 

St Canna’s Church is 
an early medieval build¬ 
ing standing on the edge 
of Llangan village - but 
unknown to the many 
people who have wor¬ 
shipped there over the 
centuries, it has hidden 
an intriguing secret. 

Renovation work was 
required recently on the 
‘Old Schoolroom’, a 
lean-to structure on the 
side of the church. 

It was falling into dis¬ 
repair and because refur¬ 
bishment required 
drainage and underpin¬ 
ning works, an excava¬ 
tion had to take place in 
the northern part of the 
churchyard before that 
work began. 

Mr David Reed, a 
member of the manage¬ 
ment group for the Old 
Schoolroom project, told 
The GEM: “When the 
archaeologists began, 
they had literally got 
through the topsoil to the 


clay when they 
exclaimed: ‘Oh what’s 
that?”’ 

The small team of 
archaeologists had found 
the pelvis of a woman. 

“At least we think it 
was woman,” said David. 
“There were eight or nine 
skeletons or partial 
remains - shroud burials 
without coffins.” 

Some skeletons were 
buried on top of others. 

“One was buried face 
down, with the legs bent 
over which has led to 
speculation that the per¬ 
son was a blasphemer or 
a thief.” 

Only two objects were 
recovered alongside the 
bones - a pottery ring, 
which was used as a 
weight for spinning wool 
and a Roman coin. 
Nothing else. 

Despite the presence 
of the coin, the skeletons 
don’t date back to the 
Roman era. 

Mr Gareth Williams, 
another member of the 
Old Schoolroom group, 
explained: “The archae¬ 
ologists determined that 
they were late medieval 
bones and at this stage 


Report by TIM 
CHAPMAN 

they are being analysed 
pro bono at Birbeck 
College, London. 

“The results are due 
next summer. The skel- 
tons will then be 
reburied.” 

Mr Reed said: “At one 
time, we had four archae¬ 
ologists working on the 
site. It was carried out by 
hand.” 

One archaeologist was 
so excited by the news at 
St Canna’s that he left 
work at the Roman fort 
of Nidum (Neath) to visit 
the church site. 

The conundrum faced 
by archaeologists now is 
to try and put some sort 
of identity to the people. 
Were they locals, pil¬ 
grims or an entirely dif¬ 
ferent group travellers? 

The community of 
Llangan stands on the 
old pilgrims’ route to St 
David’s in west Wales. 

If lead is found in the 
bones, it will indicate 
they were people from 
the local area, as there 
are Roman lead mines 
nearby. 


The eight or nine peo¬ 
ple included men, 
women, and a baby. 

When the results are 
revealed, they may give 
rise to fascinating con¬ 
jecture on the lives led by 
the people buried on the 
north side of St Canna’s. 

The Vale is becoming 
a medieval treasure 
trove. It is the second 
major historical discov¬ 
ery in the past few years. 

In 2008, architects at 
Saint Cadoc’s Church, 
Llancarfan, found 

medieval paintings, 
including one of St 
George, concealed 
beneath whitewash. 

Once the archaelogical 
dig was completed, work 
was able to go ahead on 
the Old Schoolroom. 

Mr Reed said: “It is 
now renovated with a 
disabled toilet, rainwater 
harvest, a gallery 
kitchen, and is a commu¬ 
nity meeting room for 30 
people. 

“There’s a lovely feel¬ 
ing to it - it’s part of the 
church, peaceful, tran¬ 
quil, bright, light and 
welcoming.” 

For Llangan, which 


has no pub or post office, 
the Old Schoolroom is 
seen as “the warm heart 
of the village’. 

Funding has come 
mainly from the 
Communities Facilities 
and Activities 

Programme, but also 
from the Welsh Church 
Act Fund. 

Mr Gareth Williams 
added: “The manage¬ 
ment group of Liz 
Matthews, Annie 

Williams, Joanna 

Melville and David 
Reed, will be delighted to 
respond to any queries or 
bookings in connections 
with the Old 
Schoolroom.” 

The opening of the 
new facility will be cele¬ 
brated at a service on 
December 4 at 3pm, 
when the Archbishop of 
Wales, Reverend Barry 
Morgan, will join the 
congregation. On 

December 10 (10am- 
12noon) people can view 
the facilities 

For information on the 
Old Schoolroom, please 
go to: http://www.old- 
schoolroom.org.uk/ 


Local school wins 
film-making prize 



PICTURED: pupils from the school media club, with club coordinator 
Mrs Cathy Jenkins and Mrs O’Donnell from Media for Schools.’ 


THE media club of St Brides Major 
C/W Primary School have been 
awarded a well-deserved first prize 
in the ‘Media for Schools Awards 
2011 .’ 

The school were awarded first 
prize in the ‘best edited film ’ cate¬ 
gory. They also had another film in 


the top three in that category and 
were finalists in the ‘best camera 
work’ category. 

Headteacher Clare Matthews is 
most proud of the children, who 
were supported by club coordinator 
Mrs Cathy Jenkins. 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 



NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS , 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 

1 jyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 

TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl @ yahoo.co.uk 

O 
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Unsung hero 

ALUN HODGES is 
chairman of Maesteg 
Town Hall management 
committee, a voluntary 
organisation that works 
hard to maintain the 
building and provide 
finances for the staff. 

He is also team man¬ 
ager, not only for the 
Welsh bowls squad to 
take part in the 
Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow in 2014, but 
also for the world cham¬ 
pionships in Auckland, 
New Zealand in 2016. 

He has been musical 
director of Maesteg 
Gleemen male voice 
choir since 1990; he was 
responsible for the choir 
winning the South Wales 
Miners’ Eisteddfod in 
1995 at Porthcawl and 
the Welsh National 
Eisteddfod in 1996 at 
Llandeilo. 

Skill centre 

ACT Bridgend Skill 
Centre, Nolton Street, 
Bridgend holds an open 
day on Friday, 
December 9 between 
10am and 3pm for 
youngsters aged 16-18. 

ACT offers routes into 
training schemes for 
automotive engineering; 
business administration; 
children’s care, learning 
and development; cus¬ 
tomer service; hairdress¬ 
ing; health and social 
care; IT; retail. 

Young surfers 

LAST Saturday, I had 
the pleasure of listening 
to auditions for singers 
aged 18-25 in the 
Bridgend young 

singer’s competition at 
Maesteg town hall, 
organised by Maesteg 


Gleemen male voice 
choir. 

Adjudicators Beverly 
Humphreys (mezzo- 
soprano), Alun Hodges 
(musical director) and 
Suzanne Hodges (accom¬ 
panist) spent a number of 
hours deliberating before 
naming the finalists. 

In the end, the follow¬ 
ing were chosen: Eirlys 
Myfanwy Davies, a 23- 
year-old mezzo-soprano 
from Carmarthen; 

Rosanne Davies, 25- 
year-old soprano from 
Cardiff; Gerallt Rhys 
Jones (19) counter tenor 
from Machynlleth; 
Bethan Langford (22) 
mezzo-soprano from 
Shropshire; Joshua Mills 
(22) tenor from Neath. 

Reserve: Menna Cazel 
Davies (22) soprano 
from Pontypridd. 

The finals in Maesteg 
town hall on January 28, 
2012, will include junior 
competitors: Lauren 

Coates (Bryntirion com¬ 
prehensive school); 
Connie Osgood-Fisher 
(Archbishop McGrath 
RC comprehensive 
school); Emily Hunt 
(Bryntirion comprehen¬ 
sive school); Amy Leigh 
Thomas (Maesteg com¬ 
prehensive school). 

From the senior sec¬ 
tion: Sophie Howe 

(Porthcawl comprehen¬ 
sive school); Harmony 
Miller (Porthcawl com¬ 
prehensive school); 
Sebastian Waters 

(Archbishop McGrath 
RC comprehensive 
school). 

Reserve: Megan Fieri 
Griffiths (Ysgol Gyfun 
Llanhari). 

The organisers 

thanked Ryan Wood, 


who stood in as the 
accompanist for the 
competitors at the last 
moment as the designat¬ 
ed accompanist was 
unwell. 

Festive films 

HOREB Baptist 
Chapel, Nantymoel, is 
showing Christmas 
family film nights at 
6pm. 

Tonight, Thursday 
(December 1) it will be 
the ‘Nativity Story’ 
beginning at 6pm and on 
December 8, the film will 
be ‘Christmas with a 
Capital C’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Pastor Chris 
Bluto on 01443 675424. 

Brackla 

concert 

BRACKLA 
Community Centre will 
hold a Christmas con¬ 
cert on Friday, 
December 2, with 
Brackla community 
choir and Tremains pri¬ 
mary school choir. 

The concert starts at 
7.15pm and tickets will 
be available at the door 
(£4). 

Head’s 

thanks 

OGMORE Vale pri¬ 
mary school head¬ 
teacher Mrs J Morgan 
thanks everyone who 
supported the recent 
‘Children in Need’ 
request for aid. The 
school raised the mag¬ 
nificent total of £240. 

Parent evenings will 
be held on December 5-6 
between 3pm 6pm, 
except for Mrs 

Merfield/Mrs 
Mallinson’s class which 
will be on December 6-7. 


A writing roadshow 
will display work from 
children across the age 
ranges to help raise par¬ 
ents’ awareness and will 
be of particular interest 
to parents of children in 
year-2 and year-6. 

The following years 
will be holding their 
Christmas concerts at the 
school on the following 
dates: Early years on 
December 6 at 10.30am; 
KSl and KS2 on 
December 7-8 at 
10.30am. 

Tomorrow Friday, 
December 2 is an inset 
day and the school will 
be closed to the children. 

Well run! 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school, 

Llangeinor pupils rep¬ 
resented the school in 
the Bridgend primary 
school cross-country 
race recently held at 
Porthcawl comprehen¬ 
sive. 

They were Amber 
Croale, Carl Danter, loan 
Davies, Kai Lewis, Mia 
Lewis, Jake Whitefield 
and Tyler Williams - 
who all completed the 
course - with loan 
Davies taking fourth 
place in the year 5/6 
group of boys. 


Headteacher Martin 
Griffiths has thanked all 
who came to the school’s 
Christmas fayre last 
week; which raised 
£1,209.17 towards 
school funds. 

This will enable the 
school to purchase new 
equipment for the school 
playground, and also part 
fund Christmas school 
trips. 

Church 

events 

ST CIEN’S church, 
Llangeinor presents a 
Christmas concert at 
the church on Sunday, 
December 4 at 6pm. 

The Cor Meibion 
Cwm Garw (Garw Valley 
male voice choir will be 
providing the entertain¬ 
ment. Tickets cost £30 
and there will be mulled 
wine and mince pies 
available in the 
Llangeinor Arms at the 
end of the concert. 

Everyone welcome. 

Church 

fair 

ALL Saint’s church, 
Pen-y-Fai will be hold¬ 
ing its Christmas fair in 
the Pen-y-Fai Church 
of England primary 
school hall on Saturday, 
December 3 at 2pm. 


There will be a large 
number of stalls which 
gives everyone a chance 
to obtain Christmas pres¬ 
ents, everyone is most 
welcome. 

Pen-y-Fai Wl 

PRESIDENT Jean 
Griffiths opened the 
meeting and comment¬ 
ed on the recent trip to 
London, when more 
than 40 members and 
guests took part. 

The coach took them 
on a sightseeing tour of 
London before deposit¬ 
ing them at the 
Copthorne Hotel in 
Kensington. They were 
taken to the Royal Albert 
Hall for the Classical 
Spectacular concert. 
Next day, they were 
taken to a Christmas 
German market, and 
Windsor for some sight¬ 
seeing. 

Chris Phillips, the sec¬ 
retary, reminded mem¬ 
bers about the Women’s 
Institute carol concert 
taking place on Monday, 
December 5 in 
Brangwyn Hall, Swansea 
when 14 members will 
be taking part. 

She also stated that the 
Women’s Institute will be 
raising the annual sub¬ 
scription in January 2012 


to £31.50. 

The Christmas dinner 
would be held in the 
Atlantic Hotel, Porthcawl 
in January. 

Members joined a 
workshop showing to 
make Christmas decora¬ 
tions. 

The next meeting on 
December 19 in Pen-y- 
Fai Church of England 
primary school hall will 
be a Christmas party - 
members are keeping 
their fingers crossed, as 
in the last two years it has 
been cancelled because 
of weather conditions. 

Carol concert 

LAST Friday, I had the 
pleasure of attending 
an event organised by 
the Salvation Army in 
Maesteg comprehensive 
school. 

It was so well attended 
that extra rows of seating 
had to be provided and 
the concert started with a 
trumpet fanfare by 
teenager Harvey Rees. 

Salvationist Wayne 
Forwood welcomed 
everyone and the audi¬ 
ence joined in communi¬ 
ty carol singing. 

Following a reading 
from Luke, chapter 2 
verses 1-7 in English and 
Welsh by pupils from the 
schools year 7, Maesteg 
children’s choir, under 
musical director Sian 
Enid Hughes accompa¬ 
nied by Ryan Wood, then 
sang a number of carols. 

There was an appeal 
for Christmas presents 
for needy children in the 
area by Julie John of the 
West Glamorgan council 
on alcohol and drug 
abuse, who confirmed 
that in the last three 
months they had received 


200 referrals, of which 
approximately 25 per 
cent came from the 
Maesteg area. 

After another reading 
in English and Welsh by 
pupils in year-12 and the 
carol ‘While shepherds 
watched’, came 

‘Noteworthy’ mixed 
voice choir directed by 
Ryan Wood and accom¬ 
panied by Rhian Jenkins 
who sang several interna¬ 
tional carols. 

These were followed 
by another reading in 
English and Welsh by 
pupils from year-8 and 
the Salvation Army band 
then played a number of 
popular tunes. 

Harpists Benjamin 
Isaac (‘Allegro from 
Sonatina’) and Nathan 
Isaacs (‘Quatre prel¬ 
udes’) preceded another 
reading in English and 
Welsh and the audience 
enthusiastically sang 
‘Hark the herald angels 
sing’. 

Noteworthy returned 
on stage with ‘Snow’ and 
‘Have yourself a merry 
little Christmas’ and sang 
‘O little town of 
Bethlehem’ before 
Maesteg children’s choir 
returned with ‘Carol of 
the children’ and ‘The 
best Christmas of all’. 

Then on stage came 
the real stars of the 
evening, the Garth junior 
school, directed by Amy 
Walker with the school’s 
version of the Nativity, 
and what a performance! 

The pupils’ narration 
and choral efforts were 
outstanding, and the 
audience rose to its feet 
and clapped and cheered 
the youngsters. I cannot 
praise them enough. 
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‘ WANTED POSTERS WERE CIRCULATED ’ 

Tlying Vet harassed forensic 
psychiatrist’ - court is told 


Strike hits schools 
and libraries in 
Bridgend county 


CROWN COURT REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


A CONSULTANT 
forensic psychia¬ 
trist has told a hear¬ 
ing at Cardiff 
Magistrates Court 
that he felt “uncom¬ 
fortable and 

unsafe” when a for¬ 
mer patient began 
circulating posters 
of him with a pho¬ 
tograph, stating 
that he was “want¬ 
ed, dead or alive”. 

The man alleged to be 
responsible, Vale ‘Flying 
Vet’, Maurice Kirk, was 
heard in a pub offering 
£30,000 for the address 
of Dr Tegwyn Williams. 

Mr Kirk (66), former¬ 
ly of St Donats, who 


now lives in Brittany, 
has pleaded not guilty to 
harassing Dr Williams. 

Prosecutor Gareth 
Evans claims that Mr 
Kirk subjected Dr 
Williams to several 
courses of conduct when 
harrassing him - includ¬ 
ing sending him such 
posters, having them on 
the side of his Land 
Rover in the centre of 
Barry, and displaying the 
posters on his website. 

At the start of the pro¬ 
ceedings this week, Mr 
Kirk stood in the dock 
using crutches. 

At one point, he 
asked: “When can I have 
my legal papers?” 


District Judge John 
Charles, told him to be 
quiet. He said: “Be quiet, 
or you will leave the 
courtroom.” 

Mr Kirk then request¬ 
ed bail. 

Dr Williams said in 
evidence that he was the 
director of the Caswell 
Clinic, Bridgend, and 
had known Mr Kirk for 
two years. 

In July, he said, he 
was sent the “wanted 
dead or alive” poster. 
The poster also said 
there would be a reward 
for information about Dr 
Williams, with a contact 
address and Mr Kirk’s 
telephone number. 

Said Dr Williams: “I 
am aware the posters 
were disseminated in 
Cardiff, the Vale of 
Glamorgan, and the 
Bristol and Bridgend 
areas.” 

He added: “They 
make me feel extremely 
uncomfortable and 
unsafe. 

“This is because 
someone who clearly has 
powerful negative feel¬ 
ings against me has tried 
to track down my 
address.” 

He said the posters 
interfered with his ability 
to do his job and he had 


been advised not to go to 
the clinic because of Mr 
Kirk’s behaviour, which 
meant he could not see 
his patients. 

Dr Williams said he 
had been qualified for 20 
years, and in the past had 
psychiatrically assessed 
Mr Kirk, and Mr Kirk 
had disagreed with his 
conclusions. 

On five occasions, he 
said, he had provided Mr 
Kirk with his medical 
records. 

Detective Chief 
Inspector Mark 

Lammerton, said that on 
July 1, he saw a red Land 
Rover parked in King 
Square, Barry, and on it 
were posters indicating 
that Dr Williams was 
‘wanted’ and another 
poster referred to 
Barbara Wilding, a for¬ 
mer Chief Constable of 
South Wales. 

Mr Kirk, he said, was 
sitting in the front of the 
vehicle. 

A social worker at the 
Caswell Clinic, Amanda 
Watkins, said that on 
August 16, she went to 
the Plough and Harrow 
pub in Monknash and 
outside saw posters of 
Dr Williams. 

“I took one because I 
was concerned,” she 


Music society’s 
Christmas concert 

TABERNACL Music Society’s Christmas 
concert takes place on Sunday, December 
4 at 7.30pm at Tabernacl Chapel, Derwen 
Road, Bridgend. 

The programme consists of ‘A Little Jazz Mass’ 
by Bob Chilcott (of Kings Singers fame) followed 
by a selection of Christmas carols old and new with 
some audience participation. 

Also taking part are the the choir from Trelales 
Primary School conducted by Carole Lewis, and 
young violinist Hefin Miles. 

Proceeds from this concert will go to the chil¬ 
dren ’s charity LATCH. Tickets £6, students £4 from 
07974 765578 or at the door. 


^ X C.S. Boxall is a family business 

^ established since 1990 

Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 


CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
Whatever you require, give us a call. 

PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


TOOL & PLANT HIRE 


SHOWROOM 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 


I Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood. 
Gasification systems. 


■ Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
_ All work guaranteed - Finance Available. _ 



I Suppliers of . . . 

s^KMtCeSTBR 
BOILERS 


Gas Safe Installers 


Office 01446 772444 
Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 



OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

■ 



FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 

39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


iLl 


said. On August 24, she 
said she went to the same 
pub with friends where 
she saw Mr Kirk offering 
customers £10,000 for 
the address of Dr 
Williams. 

“People just ignored 
him,” she said. But, she 
added, as the evening 
progressed he “upped 
the amount of the 
reward” to £30,000. 

“Again, no-one took 
any notice of him,” she 
said. 

(THE CASE 
CONTINUES) 


THE strike over public sector 
pensions yesterday (November 
30) hit schools in the borough, 
with 85 per cent closing. 

Out of a total of 68 primary and 
secondary schools in the county 
borough, only 11 were listed as stay¬ 
ing open. 

Leisure centres and libraries 
were also hard hit, with only five 


facilities listed as staying open. 

These were Bryngarw House, the 
Grand Pavilion, the Garw Valley 
Leisure Centre, Ty’r Ardd Local 
Family and History centre, and 
Pontycymmer Library. 

All council-run public toilets 
were closed, but refuse collections 
were planned to continue as normal. 

No cremations took place at 
Coychurch Crematorium. 


Read your copy of The GEM online - 
just visit www.bridgend-today.co.uk and 
register free of charge - keep up to date with 
what is going on in the county borough! 


The Royal Bank of Scotland. 
Best first time buyer lender 
and not for the first time 

Hut d::ual.«4 c»-rycfiLTtil rnaTiqdqc dtlviifTL '4 l*i tPcii »Cfl! i^tiildLltcr 
‘fi.ru fidpu’t; •. ♦/•tffij tt'it.' 'I’C wdL, wiU» lf*Mf f'nr*. 

y.il; T1ILC If wn i*-r t it ’ 

9 rh^coiuk/mnrtQago^ 
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Remembering Barry’s GIs 
as the 70th anniversary of 
their "invasion’ draws near 





TODAY, there is 
very little visible 
evidence of the 
‘Friendly Invasion’ 
of Americans to 
Barry during 
World War Two. 

Their vast supply 
depot on the outskirts of 
the town, ‘G-40’, was 
built upon long ago by 
Midland Silicones, Dow 
Coming, BP and other 
industries. Their military 
camps at Barry Golf 
Course (Brynhill) and 
Wenvoe (opposite the 
top of Pencoedtre Lane) 
have long been given 
over to housing, or golf, 
or undergrowth. 

Yet, back in 1944, 
there were literally thou¬ 
sands of ‘Yanks’, aka 
‘GIs,’ blacks and whites, 
support soldiers and 
combat troops, ‘over 
here’ living in and close 
to Barry. 

These men - and they 
were almost exclusively 
men - were here to 
make preparations for 
the liberation of Europe 
from Nazism. 

June 1944 would see 
many of them leaving 
south Wales for the ‘far 
shore,’ and the battle of 
Normandy. To many of 
them, their stay in Barry 
(and the United 
Kingdom generally) 
must have seemed like 
the lull before the storm. 

While these ‘GIs’ 
were working with 


British civilians on 
Barry Docks, or at the 
Supply Reserve Depot, 
Number Two (the SRD), 
or off duty in the pubs 
and clubs and cinemas, 
it was only natural that 
they would form rela¬ 
tionships with local 
ladies. 

During and after the 
war about 60 local 
women married 
Americans and became 
‘GI brides.’ 

My aunt, Thelma 
Toomey, was one, tying 
the knot with Sergeant 
Homer Copeland in 
June 1946. 

Thelma, like most of 
the other war brides, 
moved to the USA and 
lived out her life there. 
Sadly, she made only 
three return visits - in 
1960, 1986 and 1992. 

On April 24, 1944, 
Miss Betty Farmer and 
Captain Irving Peter 
Nelson of the 863rd 
Ordnance Heavy 
Automotive 
Maintenance Company 
(!) which was busy 
maintaining US vehicles 
at G-40, tied the knot. 

This union would 
lead to other members 
of the Farmer family 
following Betty across 
‘the Pond’. 

More about that, and 
other GI brides and 
their stories to come, as 
the 70th anniversary 
year approaches. 

GLENN BOOKER 




BETTY NELSON 


THELMA COPELAND 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

COWBRIDGE and District Local History Society 
will meet on Eriday, December 2 at 7.30pm in the 
Lesser Hall of the Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

The sixth Don Wallis Memorial Lecture entitled 
‘The Joneses of Jesus: Oxford’s Welsh Connections’ 
will be delivered by Mark Davies, to be followed by 
mince pies and wine - all welcome! 

Tabernacl coffee 

TABERNACL Chapel, Derwen Road, Bridgend 
will hold a ‘coffee and mince pies morning’ at 
Tabernacl Hall on Tuesday, December 6 from 
10am-12pm; entrance £1 including coffee and 
mince pies (children admitted free). 

Various stalls, proceeds towards the Samaritans 
and Water Aid. 



Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
m lane turn off 


From 1st 

O^N December 2011 

/Days 

a Week, 


9.00am til late 


Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 

Norway Spruce, etc. 

Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

Prices Held! 

Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 

07S00S1SSS4 
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HALF 

PRICE! ^ 


^ *1 


FORTUNA Glass Table SOUTH BURY Hardwood VILLAGE Solid Oak Table 

& 6 Chairs Now only £469 Table & 6 Chairs only £595 & 4 Chairs now only £279 <>"‘7 g549| 


ALL AVAILABLE BEFORE CHRISTMAS!! 


AS BmOGEND S PREmER mOEPENDENl BED SREClALtSl WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER OVER 200 BEDS. BEDSTEADS AND 
MATTRESSES AT MASSIVELY REDUCED PRICES - YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE SELECTfON. QUALITY AND LOW. LOW PRICES 


Ffl SoQle draw&f d^oaoe from onfy C195 
• 4^ ft -itt 6n8 dra^f dlvar^ 

^ Irom only C239 

M(X9 Bedstoiads 
Reduced 
from onTy £129 

Hundreds beds in stocA tar mmedale dolrwery 




Harrison 
Kavmed 
& ^lus 


to dear 

OVER 70^ OFF 


Our best ever 

'nooeiB mattresses- 

“ priced to dear 

from only £69!! 




OPEN SUNDAYS 10am - 3.30pm 



Svnfvel. Manual. Elecedc, Li1 ft Rfeie Redlne^B 
in taux and leather ♦ Poces irom only C19S» 


Mdion intolllgent beds 
Metrical remote 
control becte 
from only 

£489!! 

Ff*« 
rWivsry 
and 
set up*! 



k Fabulous 

\ crK>ioe 

new STOCK of 

RELEASED! fireside 
■ chairs 

A 1 from 

I^T i only 

• \ •£239 



ALL AVAILABLE BEFORE CHRISTMAS!! 






Free staodng bedroom rangee K> deer • 
p4te. eeh. cteem - rebuloue csiearance deals’? 


Siding Ooof 
Wardrobes from orfy £34S!! 
Free dHrvef y and aesemby 


10 bedroom 
furniture ranges 
reduced 
^ to clear 

. LESS 
THAN 
HALF 
PRICE!! 





Somerset; 
and 
Dorset 
Pir>e- 
Fabulous: 
value. 
Stocks 
priced to ; 
dear!! 


TOWN & COUNTRY FURNITURE 

BRIDGEND TOWN CENTRE /Ql 6561 

OPP. WILKINSONS (EASY PARKING) ^ 

SAT NAV US - CF31 1BZ 6531 47 
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WAS £6.49 

£ 4.49 


WAS £4.29 

£ 2.99 


WAS £6.99 

£ 5.99 


Ail DEALS IN THIS LEAELH ARE LIMinD TO 3 DEALS PER CUSTOMER 

TKU OffllS ARE AMAIIABIE AT AU HIM STOIfS AN! SBIJECT TO AWAIIABIIITY. 

FIND us AT: TABACH ^ LLANTWIT MAJOR / SARN / BRYNTIRION mORTH CORNELLY / m 

COWBRIOGE / TALBOT GREEN / CAERAU 014>46 792286 
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Christmas tree festival brings a sense of 
magic to Cowbridge’s Holy Cross Church 




Solid Oak Dining Sets 

available for Christmas... 


New crematorium 
is officially opened 




Vale MPAlun Cairns formally 
opened the new crematorium. 


Record numbers of Christmas trees were on show in Holy Cross Church in Cowbridge 
last week as it staged its annual Christmas Tree Festival. The Mayor of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun Andy Banks and his wife Gill (right) were at the opening of the 
event, which was held over three days (November 25-27). 


ABOVE: 

Just a few of the 
beautifully decorated 
trees on show in 
the church. 


PHOTOGRAPHS by MIKE WILCOCK. 


THE £4 million Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Memorial Park and 
Crematorium was 
officially opened by 
Vale MP Alun 
Cairns, at a ceremo¬ 
ny and dedication 
service on 
November 24. 

Roadworks 

report 

Boverton Road at the 
junction with 

Trebeferad, Llantwit 
Major - temporary 
traffic control. 


The chapel can 
accommodate up to 96 
people sitting, and a 
total of 200 people if 
some stand. 

The crematorium is 
set in a 20 acre site. 

People were wel¬ 
comed on the day by 
the chairman of 
Memoria Ltd, Howard 
Hodgson. 

Mr Cairns said: “I 
was honoured to be 
invited to formally 
open this new crema¬ 
torium. 

“Death is one of 
life’s certainties but 
often many don’t wish 
to talk about it. 


“For many years, 
residents in the Vale 
have had to travel to 
Bridgend or Cardiff to 
say goodbye to their 
loved ones. 

“Now, the Vale of 
Glamorgan Memorial 
Park and 

Crematorium can pro¬ 
vide a first-class, car¬ 
ing service in a tran¬ 
quil setting for local 
residents in the Vale, 
during what can be 
the most difficult of 
times.” 

Lyndsay Ellis of 
Park Funeral 
Directors said the new 
crematorium would 


make things easier for 
bereaved local fami¬ 
lies: “Having a crema¬ 
torium in the Vale will 
save families a lot of 
distress in terms of 
having to deal with the 
travelling time to 
Bridgend or Cardiff. 

“It could be up to 
45 minutes to get 
there, meaning a 
round trip of an hour 
and a half by the time 
they got home. 

“With the new facil¬ 
ity, that is something 
they will not have to 
contend with any 
more.” 


ACOUSTIC 
DUO’S SHOW 

LOCAL acoustic duo, 
‘The Vale of Jam- 
Morgan will be 
making their debut 
performance at the 
Borough Arms, High 
Street, Barry, this 
Saturday, December 3. 

With a varied set 
taking in the likes of 
Oasis, The Beatles, 
Katy Perry, Take That 
and much, much more, 
there is something for 
everyone! 

Entry is free, with 
the band taking the 
stage at 9.30pm. 


SOUTH WALES’ UU 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


CamoCS 


01656 659274 


01446 439214 


•jtuiaa 


OAK DINING SETS 



THE PKOVENCE 

i.i. it ‘T.lkJ* : ti! ! ‘ -lUx 

w.f*- £27*^.95 Now ofily £1399,95 


tiif: viktro 

. ‘ i «r»i ti» cbiv 

w11 Now only £599.95 


Large x>li4j i»ak dining wis available f<ir ChriMmaii to M*at 12 


CARPETS FOR LESS 

Vi'V will not ht* beaten on pricv 

Twisrs |■rl>rH tJL../ B.inio«» 


£7.99 sq m 


?.\At 


























































14 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, December 1st, 2011 


Out and About with The GEM 


TJR-nEM SURGERY 

WELSH Lib-Dem Assembly member for South 
Wales West, Peter Black, will hold an advice sur¬ 
gery on Friday, December 2, in Pyle Life Centre, 
Bridgend, from 2pm-3pm. No appointment is nec¬ 
essary. 


LLANTWrr MA^O^ 
CRAFT & GIFT FAIRS 

New stalls to see... 

Saturday 3rd September-Lianttiman Hall 

(behind the library) 10.00am - 3pm 

= Christmas s^ial with Santa! 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
E: peta @ peartreecott.co.uk 
1~ rsjnat: cv*iii dac SaTJTtbv l"±Det;*«3btl' 


Porthcawl 
USA in a 
festive mood 

PORTHCAWL U3A is 
celebrating the festive 
season with its normal 
full programme of 
events throughout 
December at The Rest, 
Porthcawl, plus the fol¬ 
lowing special 
Christmas events: 

Popular Writers and 
Story morning, Prince of 
Wales, Kenfig on 
December 2; Festive 
Singalong concert by the 
Singalong Group at The 
Rest, December 12; 


a£r 10 DEC Iftll • SnN 22 20U 



is the best m the business.. 

Htul Ztnfin is stnsattomdf'^n 



twirntma 



Christmas carol service 
at Trinity Church, 
December 13; 

Cinderella and her Fella 
pantomime by the Latin 
and Romans group at 
The Rest on December 
14. 

This unique bi-lingual 
pantomime is performed 
in Latin and English. 

Colouring 
and cakes 
COWBRIDGE 
Library is holding a 
‘colouring and 
cakes’ day to raise 
money for LATCH 
- the Welsh chil¬ 
dren’s cancer chari¬ 
ty on Saturday, 
December 3 from 
10am-4pm. 

All ages are welcome. 
For more information, 
contact the library on 
01446 773941. 

Eisteddfod 

quiz 

QUIZ evening/Noson 
Gwis, Saturday, 
December 3 at 7pm at 
the Millennium Hall, 
Perth y Castell, in aid 
of Eisteddfod 2012. 

Tickets £6 including 
soup, cheese and cake - 


bring your own wine! 

Contact Heulwen 
Cooper (01446 733784) 
for tickets. 

Valeways 

walks 

‘THE fine inns of 
Cowbridge’ walk will 
take place Sunday, 
December 4 at 2.30pm; 
meet in front of 
Cowbridge town hall 
(SS994747). 

‘Blow away the cob¬ 
webs’ walk on Tuesday, 
December 6 at 1.30pm; 
meet at Barry Island car 
park (side of Old 
Harbour). 

Lovelight 

service 

THERE will be a 
Lovelight Christmas 
service on Wednesday, 
December 7 at 7pm at 
All Saints Church, 

Park Road, Barry. 

The choir from All 
Saints Primary School 
will be taking part and 
the service will be taken 
by the Rev Adrian Berry. 

The service has been 
arranged by the Barry 
Friends of Tenovus 
group, and they look 
forward to welcoming as 
many as possible to this 
moving service, to light 


Biggins will 
star in panto 


CHRISTOPHER 
BIGGINS and Paul 
Zerdin, the stars of 
this year’s New 
Theatre pan¬ 
tomime, Robinson 
Crusoe and the 
Caribbean Pirates, 
have officially 
launched the 
swashbuckling 
show during a visit 
to Cardiff. 

Christopher Biggins, 
who has enjoyed a huge¬ 
ly successful career in 
television, film and the¬ 
atre, will take on the role 
of Mrs Crusoe, 

Robinson Crusoe’s 


.ike [»ilrl in ^[ vcial |\’enli 


-ilmjs r-f and Sima’s III.*n .il Aii 
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mother. Christopher’s 
countless television 
appearances include 
being crowned King of 
the Jungle on ITV’s I’m 
a Celebrity, Get Me Out 
of Here!, winner of 
Celebrity Come Dine 
with Me on Channel 4, 
as well as making regu¬ 
lar appearances on Ant 
and Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway. 

He has recently 
appeared in the film 
adaptation of the stage 
play Run for your Wife, 
which is due for release 
in the spring. 

“The hilarious antics 
of larger-than-life 
Christopher Biggins is 
matched by the huge tal¬ 
ent of Paul Zerdin and 
we are thrilled they will 
be leading the cast of 
this hugely-entertaining 
and unmissable pan¬ 
tomime at the New 
Theatre,” said Jonathan 
Kiley, executive produc¬ 
er of Robinson Crusoe 
and the Caribbean 
Pirates. 

Produced by Qdos 
Entertainment, the com¬ 
pany behind the New 
Theatre’s record-break¬ 
ing pantomimes in 
recent years, the adven¬ 
ture of Robinson Crusoe 
and the Caribbean 
Pirates will be brought 
to life with an abun¬ 
dance of comedy, outra¬ 
geous costumes and 
stunning sets! 

Robinson Crusoe and 
the Caribbean Pirates is 
sponsored by Admiral 
and runs at Cardiff’s 
New Theatre from 
Saturday, December 10, 
2011 to Sunday, 

January 22, 2012. 
Telephone 02920878889 
for tickets. 


a candle in memory of 
family and friends who 
are no longer with us 
and also give thanks for 
the recovery from ill¬ 
ness. 

For further details, 
contact Mrs Mary 
Thomas on 01446 
733978. 

Tenovus 

BARRY Friends of 
Tenovus are holding a 
Christmas coffee morn¬ 
ing on Wednesday, 
December 14, 10.30am 
at the Romilly Bowling 
Club in Romilly Park 
Barry. 

Entry £2, various 
stalls and a raffle. All 
are welcome. 

Contact Mary Thomas 
on 01446 733978for 
information. 

Festive tree 
festival 

THE All Saints and 
Rotary Christmas tree 
festival takes place on 
December 7-11. 

More than 50 
Christmas trees will 
form a magnificent dis¬ 
play in All Saints 
Church and the festival 
will be open from 11am- 
5pm. 

There will be a musi¬ 
cal evening with local 
schools and Sounds 
Familiar on Thursday, 
December 8 at 7pm and 
at 12noon on December 
8, there will be a 
lunchtime concert with 
Col Canto. 

Free entry to all 
events and there will be 
a collection for local 
charities. 

Palmerston 
craft fayre 

THERE will be a 
Christmas craft fayre 
at Palmerston 
Community Learning 
Centre, Cadoc 
Crescent, Barry, on 
December 6-7 from 
10am-4pm. 

Craft stalls; glass, 
jewellery, cards and pro¬ 
duce. Admission free. 
Refreshments available. 

Telephone 01446 
733762 for more infor¬ 
mation. 


Festive lights 

THE village of St 
Athan will be opening 
their Christmas cele¬ 
brations with the annu¬ 
al switching-on of the 
Christmas lights on 
December 6, plus 
entertainment from 
6pm with St Athan 
Youth Band, St Athan 
Primary School Choir 
and the RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band. 

The lights will go on 
at 7pm and there will be 
rides for children, local 
celebrities - not forget¬ 
ting a guest appearance 
by Santa himself - and a 
grand prize draw sup¬ 
ported by businesssb in 
St Athan. 

Llantwit Road will be 
closed between 4pm- 
9pm. 

Legion 

meets 

COWBRIDGE British 
Legion branch holds its 
AGM on Thursday, 


December 8 in the 
Lesser Hall at 7.30pm. 

Anyone wishing to 
pay their membership 
can do so at the meeting. 
Forms can be picked up 
in the meeting for any¬ 
one wishing to join. 

Billboard 

panto 

BILLBOARD present 
the pantomime 
Hunchback of Notre 
Dame at the Memorial 
Hall and Theatre, 
Barry, on December 
14,15 and 16 (matinees 
on 17 and 18). 

For more information, 
call 01446 
733625/400055. 

‘Lovelight’ 

service 

THE Llantwit Major 
Friends of Tenovus are 
holding their 
‘Lovelight’ service on 
Thursday, December 
15 from 7.30pm at St 
Illtyd’s Church. 


Toy and train sale 


THE final collec¬ 
tor’s show of 2011 
takes place at Barry 
Leisure Centre on 
Sunday, December 
4. 

However, three dates 
for 2012 have already 
been booked and the 
area will also be well- 
catered for on Saturday, 
January 7, at Penarth 
Leisure Centre. 

Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “Barry is always a 
very happy show and 
one which attracts many 


people to the well- 
appointed and well-lit 
venue. 

“Our traders are keen¬ 
er than ever to do busi¬ 
ness in these difficult 
times, and I have never 
seen such value being 
offered, in all my years 
in the business.” 

The show opens at 
10.30am and continues 
until 3pm. Further 
details on 01643 702757 
and 07966 694579; 

website www.chrisdyer- 
fairs.co.uk. 


«'«'DONT MISS THE... 

BARRY Nr. CARDIFF 
TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SUNDAY, 4th DECEMBER, 2011 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Barry Leisure Centre, Greenwood Street, 
Barry, Nr Cardiff, South Wales CF63 4RU 
BUY ★★ SELL ★★ EXCHANGE 

75 Tables, Many top dealers in Dinky Toys, Corgi 
Toys, Matchbox, Britains, EFE, Lledo, Hornby, 
Bachmann, Lima, etc. and much, much more 

Admission £1.50 - Child/OAP £1.00 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

Promoted by Chris Dyer, Minehead, Somerset, UK 




Craft Fayres 


First Three Weekends in December 
Saturday 3rd Sunday 4th 
10th 11th 

17th 18th 

9am - 5.30pm 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Wenvoe Primary School Choir 10th December at 1pm 
CRAFT STALLS 

Jewellery, Cards, Ceramics, Wood Turning, Glass Ornaments, 
African Art, Cartoon paintings. Chocolate Bouquets, 
Handmade Gifts, plus lots more. 

Free Mulled Wine and Mince Pies. 

Free Prize Draw - Children’s Art Competition 
See our display of 
Christmas Trees & Decorations 
Real Christmas Trees now available^ 

PORT ROAD, WENVOE, CARDIEE 
Telephone: 029 2059 8118 
www.stylegardens.co.uk 
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PITT AND HILL SHINE AS MILLER’S 
MONEYBALL STRIKES A HOME RUN 


S ports teams 

using statistics 
to give them¬ 
selves the best 
chance of achieving 
success is nothing 
new in the present 
day, but the seeds 
for this were sown 
by the Oakland 
Athletics baseball 
team, whose story 
was turned into a 
book by Michael 


Lewis, and now a 
film called 
Moneyball. 

Brad Pitt plays Billy 
Beane, the club’s general 
manager whose 
resources are limited in 
comparison to the bigger 
teams. 

However, using sabre- 
metrics, a method being 
used by Yale graduate 
Peter Brand (Jonah Hill) 
Beane and his team 
begin punching above 
their weight and achiev¬ 


ing more than they ever 
dreamed, much to the 
chagrin of head coach 
Art Howe (Philip 
Seymour Hoffman) and 
the team’s scouts ... 

By now we’ve all 
seen the traditional 
sports movie; you know, 
the one where the under¬ 
dog builds his way up 
from the bottom, under¬ 
goes a transformation in 
fortune before achieving 
either massive success or 
heroic failure in the final 
reel. 


Predominantly the 
preserve of American 
cinema, we’ve seen it in 
boxing {Rocky, The 
Fighter), American foot¬ 
ball {Remember The 
Titans), even robot fight¬ 
ing (last month’s Real 
Steel). 

So with Moneyball set 
in the world of baseball 
you will no doubt be 
expecting the same jour¬ 
ney, just with different 
characters - but you 
would be wrong. Not 
drastically I grant you. 


the film showing a simi¬ 
lar regard for genre con¬ 
vention as the aforemen¬ 
tioned works, but this is 
a film that concentrates 
on off-field debates and 
struggles more than on¬ 
field action. 

The actual story is an 
intriguing and interesting 
one, particularly as the 
system utilised in the 
film has now become 
such a massive part of 
team sports across the 
world, including football 
and rugby, and with 
heaveyweight writers 
Aaron Sorkin and Steve 
Zaillian working from 
Michael Lewis’ source 
material, it becomes a 
highly cinematic one as 
well, showing that you 
don’t need to be the 
biggest dog in the yard 
in order to compete (the 
equivalent being Butlins 
attempting to take on 
Disneyland). 

Both writers are well- 
renowned, Sorkin for the 
acerbic and truly mes¬ 
meric dialogue, while 
Zaillian has tackled 
haevyweight fare such as 
Schindler’s List and 
Gangs of New York with 
aplomb, and it is pleas¬ 
ing that the script here, 
based on Stan Chervin’s 
story, retains the best 
parts of each man’s writ¬ 
ing style. 

The screenplay is fun¬ 
nier than it should be, 
with Sorkin’s way with 


words more than on 
show, the dialogue spiky 
and witty though with 
far more economy than 
usual. 

Zaillian’s ability to 
conjure a wholly absorb¬ 
ing narrative while still 
retaining the human 
interest at the centre of it 
all is present and correct 
(Beane’s relationship 
with his daughter mov¬ 
ing the story away from 
too much bat and ball 
action). 

The film similarly 
benefits from having a 
more substantial director 
in Bennett Miller, whose 
last movie was the criti¬ 
cally-lauded Capote. 

Again Miller’s direc¬ 
tion pays off in spades, 
taking the film away 
from its sporting base 
and concentrating on the 
characters and set-ups, 
giving the film an almost 
documentary feel. 

There is little in the 
way of sporting action; 
instead, the camera fol¬ 
lowing Beane’s own tac¬ 
tic of avoiding watching 
the game and following 
the character as he keeps 
tabs on what’s happen¬ 
ing via TV and radio. 

There is a beautifully- 
executed shot towards 
the end that shows 
Miller’s intentions are 
not about showing the 
high points of the game 
but rather the effect it 
has upon the players. 


coaches and staff; this 
isn’t a film that places 
its stock in terms of 
sporting achievement, 
rather the pressures of 
trying to change the 
mindset of people who 
fear change. 

In the lead role. Brad 
Pitt is nothing short of 
superb, leading a raft of 
naturalistic performances 
that lend themselves 
wholly to the feel of the 
piece. 

The actor delivers a 
grounded and highly 
impressive performance, 
giving Beane a persona 
of being outwardly con¬ 
fident yet hiding his 
fears inside, while the 
failed career in his past 
casts new light on his 
mindset and decision 
making. 

With Jonah Hill play¬ 
ing straight (yet provid¬ 
ing some comedy) and 
the gravitas of Philip 
Seymour Hoffman in a 
rather slight role, the 
film doesn’t want for 
strong performances, 
and the realism of the 
turns all give the film 
the authenticity that sets 
it apart. 

A far more com¬ 
pelling take on the sports 
movie, Moneyball is an 
engaging and intriguing 
film that looks at the 
world behind the sport 
of baseball and gives 
you an in-depth look at 
just what it takes to 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


achieve your goals - and 
it is also a superb piece 
of filmmaking. 

VERDICT: A sturdy 
story of statistics, 
Moneyball eschews the 
normal sporting film 
template for something 
more cerebral and capti¬ 
vating. 

With a top script, 
direction and winning 
performances, the film 
ticks all the boxes and 
should make for great 
watch no matter what 
level your love of base¬ 
ball. Highly recom¬ 
mended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Friday Night 
Lights (2004), Eight 
Men Out (1988). 


by HAYLEY 
WILLIAMS 


T he ancient borough 
of Kenfig dates back 
to around 2,000 BC. 
It was also linked to the 
Romans, and was a thriv¬ 
ing town encased within 
high walls to protect it 
from enemy attack. 

It is steeped in history and leg¬ 
ends, which are fascinating tales 
about the town’s existence. 

Kenfig castle and the original 
town were buried under the sand 
mountains during the medieval 
period after a raging storm, 
although many believe that they 
lie beneath Kenfig pool/lake, 
which gobbled up its town and 
people. 

Legend maintains that Kenfig 
pool is bottomless, as this was the 
belief after a man, his horse and 
carriage became entangled in the 
ruins of the old town beneath the 
menacing waters when riding 
through it. The fable insists they 


were never seen again. 

Myth states that a fierce 
whirlpool sucks people into its 
funnel of swirling water, swal¬ 
lowing them up as if satisfying its 
hunger. Could this unlikely fable 
be an invention from the pool’s 
humble beginnings, or an ‘old 
wives tale’ told to families from a 
bygone era, gathered around the 
fireplace listening to tales from 
their elders? 

Eerie screams have been heard 
at the dead of night bellowing out 
across the wilderness... Could 
these frightful sounds be from a 
young man from the Victorian era 
who drowned in Kenfig river 
after falling from a tree, or the 
Gwrach y Rhibyn (hag of the 
mist) echoing her spell of 
wickedness? 

Sightings of a white horse on 
moonlit nights have been identi¬ 
fied, catering across the wilder¬ 
ness, only to vanish into thin air. 
Could this phantom appearance 


be a remembrance of the roman¬ 
tic tragedy linked to the Maid of 
Sker? 

On the distant seas towards 
Sker rocks, a ghostly ship has 
been seen mirroring white mist 
around it, particularly on stormy 
nights, when the church bells 
beneath the pool will distinctly 
ring out. 

Could these scary happenings 
be a re-enactment of a ship lost to 
the treacherous seas, when the 
bells would ring out warning its 
people of disaster? 

The figure of a phantom lady 
wearing an old fashioned flowing 
gown has been seen dancing 
across the land before disappear¬ 
ing into the darkness. 

Could this seemingly happy 
lady be connected to the annual 
dancing festivals which were held 
at the local guildhall, or just an 
illusion lost in the midst of time? 

Fact or fable, it’s up to you to 
decide.... 


^ PROBABLY WALES' LARGEST CHRISTMAS STORE V 

*4 • Seasons lyiow OPEN'" 

^ Ciir^eti &. Cknibiuii Outlet 1^^^ WW 





V.- r iiirJi*f iri oii III 

- usonFacebookfbr 

^ ancetoWIN! 


Tel: 01656 723399 


i 


















16 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/semnews • www,twitterxom/2em news 


Thursday, December 1st, 2011 


Newton schooFs Christmas 
Fayre is a festive success 


ALL the important 
ingredients were 
there when 

Porthcawl Primary 
School held its 
Christmas Fayre 
on Saturday 
(November 26). 

There was a boun¬ 
cy castle, various 
stalls selling items 
with a festive theme, 
fun and games for the 
children and, of 
course, a visit from 
Santa Claus (pic¬ 
tured below). 

One very popular 
spot for the children 
was a huge collection 
of cuddly toys (below 
right), where every¬ 
one found a special 
little friend! 



Photographs by 

MALCOLM NUGENT 





ABOVE: Children from Newton Primary School with an example of the 
new Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal. Also in the picture are (left to 
right): Rev Paul Floe, Minister of Trinity Church, together with repre¬ 
sentatives of the Porthcawl Queen’s Diamond Jubilee events group: Vic 
Davies; Lindsay Morgan (chairman); the Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun 
Barbara Stubbs; Coun Chris Smart; Des Rees. 

PorthcawFs tribute 
to the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubliee 



Newton school pupils 
with the medal. 

RIGHT: 

Both sides of the 
medal. 

REPORT and I 
PHOTOS 

by KEITH E 
MORGAN 


A NEW limited edi¬ 
tion medal has been 
specially struck by 
Porthcawl’s 
Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee events 
group, in conjunc¬ 
tion with Porthcawl 
Town Council. 

After consultation 
with various children’s 
groups and parents with¬ 
in the town, it was felt 
that the new medal best 
represented a tribute to 
the Queen on her 
Diamond Jubilee and 
provided a solid invest¬ 
ment for the future. 

The medal will be 
given exclusively to 
children resident in the 
town of Porthcawl, that 
is, those under 18 years 
of age on December 31, 
2011. 

The medals will be 
presented by the Town 
Mayor, together with 
representatives of the 
Porthcawl Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee events 
group during the spring 
of 2012. 

On the obverse of this 
rare medal will be the 
Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee logo, while the 
Porthcawl Town Coat of 
Arms will be on the 
reverse. 



The Seaweeds 


outwit 

THE Seaweeds’ 
topsy-turvy season 
continued as they 
came away from 
Water ton with a 25- 
14 victory, achieved 
with just 13 men at 
the end. 

On an atrocious after¬ 
noon, with rain and a 
driving wind, Ryan Miles 
got the home side off to 
a good start, with his 
penalty perfectly judged 
for a 3-nil lead. 

Mathew Owen replied 
with a similar effort for 
Porthcawl before Miles 
again beat the wind with 
his second penalty for a 
6-3 lead. 

Seaweeds No 8 Lloyd 
Long, despite starting 
well, saw red just before 
the break as he was 
caught by the referee los¬ 
ing his cool and his 
marching orders fol¬ 
lowed. 

The second half start¬ 
ed badly for both sides as 
a player from each side 
also got the red card, 
somewhat unfairly fol¬ 
lowing a pretty minor 
skirmish, leaving 13 to 
play 14, yet somehow 
this galvanised 

Porthcawl, who started to 


Police 

take control of the match. 

Firstly, Owen kicked 
his second penalty to 
level before Nick 
Nutman powered over to 
give Porthcawl an 11-6 
lead. 

When Owen himself 
danced through a 
bemused home defence 
for a try he also convert¬ 
ed, at 18-6 it seemed to 
be enough to secure the 
match. 

Miles pulled back 
three points with his third 
successful penalty for the 
police. 

Then Seaweeds’ lock 
Ian O’Keefe, who so 
often promises much, 
came into his own with a 
golden 15 minutes when 
he became main ball car¬ 
rier, with several mighty 
surges, and a try scorer as 
he bulldozed the home 
defence for Owen to con¬ 
vert for 25-9, approach¬ 
ing the end of the match. 

Mark Downes secured 
an injury time consola¬ 
tion try for the Police to 
leave the result at 25-14 
in Porthcawl’s favour, a 
welcome result after two 
disappointing weeks. 

PAUL FIELDING 
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Lucy and Rhodri light up Cowbridge for 
Christmas as Santa Claus comes to town! 


THE day began with Santa and his rein¬ 
deer leading the parade through 
Cowbridge, watched by a crowd of 
many thousands. 

After musical entertainment during the 
afternoon, it was time for the BBC’s Lucy and 
Rhodri Owen, local residents and great sup¬ 
porters of the town, to join Santa and Alun 
John, the chairman of the chamber of trade, 
for the switching on of the town’s Christmas 
lights. 

Mr John later said it was the biggest crowd 
ever at the event, estimating it at between 
20,000 and 25,000, with visitors coming from 
as far afield as London and Devon. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 

by ANDY WICKS 



Chamber of Trade chairman Alun John. 



Rhodri Owen with the Town Mayor, 
Coun Andy Banks. 
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High fashion clothing, parties and gift vouchers 


Why not host 
a clothing party? 
A great girl’s 
night in! 

Now enjoy shopping at 
home or in store... 




T HERE’S so 
much more 
to see at Eye 
Candy - fancy a 
great night with 
the girls? Then 
you’ll love hosting 
an Eye Candy 
clothing party! 

As a host, you choose 
a date and invite your 
friends. We arrive with 
armfuls of clothes, bags 
and accessories, you 


Sarah Rosser Photography - 

‘offers portraiture of all ages’ 


W E are new able and relaxed 

profession- home studio in the 
al portrait Vale of Glamorgan, 
photographers We specialise in por- 

based in a comfort- traiture of all ages. 


Making memories of your moments 


Professional, contemporary portrait 
photography at an affordable price, in a 
relaxed and fun home studio. 

Babies, Children,Tweens,Teens 
& Families. 

Photoshoot with two complimentary 
8”x10” mounted prints of your choice £25! 
Packages start at £49! 

★Gift Vouchers Available^ 

For a unique and timeless Christmas 
Gift to be cherished for years to come! 

To see full portfolio, price lists & offers! 





Sarah Rosser-Photography 

★U/00^ yobobUx 


bpu 

I Accoun 


Do you need expert tax 
and financial advice 
to heip manage and 
grow your business? 


Accountant# 

We can help! 

BPU Chartered Accountants is offering a 
FREE financiai review to iocai businesses 
that wiii cover the foiiowing areas: 

• Audit & Annual Accounts • Payroll 

• Business Structure • Tax Planning 

• Grant Funding • Raising Finance 

• Company Cars • VAT Schemes 

• Shareholdings • Capital Expenditure 

To book a free appointment today 
Call: 01446 796313 or 029 20734100 

BPU Chartered Accountants 
Llantwit Major & Cardiff 

www.bpuaccountants.co.uk 


and the girls relax and 
enjoy browsing through 
the collection. 

As a host you receive 
10 per cent off your 
shopping. Not only that, 
if two of your guests 
decide they would like 
to book a party in the 
future, you’ll receive an 
extra five per cent dis¬ 
count off your shopping. 


browsers can mooch 
through the full range. 
To ensure you dazzle 
this festive season, call 
Amy at Eye Candy, The 
Limes, Cowbridge, 

CF71 7BJ or call 01446 
678355 or 07847 


Thank you from 
Paul and Darran 


Of course, boutique 394745. 

Everything you 
need to Create 
Your Day... 



Pauljames and 
Darran Gray are the 
new team at Bargain 
Booze, Cowbridge. 

W E would like to 
thank everyone 
in and around 
Cowbridge for the warm 
reception and support 
we have received. 

It means a lot to us to 
be made to feel welcome 
in the town and we look 
forward to seeing you at 
your local store very 
soon - call 01446 
775380. 27 Eastgate. 
Regards, Paul and 
Darran. 


We aim to make the 
photoshoots interesting, 
enjoyable and a little bit 
different, and we are 
always ready to listen to 
the kind of photographs 
the subject would like; 
after all, it’s for your 
home! 

We believe photo¬ 
graphs should capture 
not just the outward 
appearance, but the soul 
and essence of who we 
are - individuality 
deserves to be captured 
and frozen for a life¬ 
time. 

We aim to be afford¬ 
able, unique and above 
all, fun! Please call 
Sarah on 07582 985360 

BPU will help with a free 
review of your finances 

WITH Christmas fast approaching, it can be an expensive 
time of year for owner-managed businesses and many are 

looking ahead to 
what next year will 
bring. 

To help you plan for 
the future, BPU 
Chartered Accountants 
is offering a free review 
of your current finan¬ 
cial situation, to help 
you improve perform¬ 
ance and reduce tax lia¬ 
bilities. 

Established more 
than 40 years ago, BPU 
is a leading firm of 
independent Chartered 
Accountants, taxation 
consultants and busi¬ 
ness advisors based in 
Llantwit Major and 
Cardiff. 

Our expert team 
offers a wide range of 
advice, including rais¬ 
ing finance, tax plan¬ 
ning, funding advice, 
accountancy software 
support and much 
more. 

To book a free 
appointment, call us 
today on 01446 796313, 
or 02920 734100. 


C REATE 
Your Day 
offers 

unmissable wed¬ 
ding fayres in south 
Wales. We offer all 
nearlyweds the best 
exhibitors south 
Wales has to offer. 

You will always 
receive a warm wel¬ 
come, along with FREE 
entry, FREE onsite 
parking and a FREE 
goody bag on arrival. 


We have everything 
you need to help Create 
Your Day at all our 
wedding fayres plus 
exclusive discounts on 
the day. 

This includes every¬ 
thing from photogra¬ 
phers to chair covers, 
dresses to jewellery. 

Create Your Day 
always to tries to offer 
something different to 
help plan your big day. 

Call Clare at Create 
Your Day on 07545 
195872 


The NEW TEAM Paul James and Darran Gray 
look forward to welcoming you back... 
RE-OPENED Friday 25th November 


WEDDING FAYRES BY 

Create Your Day 

The Princess Royal Theatre 

Civic Centre, Port Talbot, SA13IPJ 

8th JANUARY 2012 

Newport University, Caerleon Campus 
Lodge Rd, Caerleon, Newport, NP18 3QT 
19th Februaiy 2012 ‘ 

Cineworld 

Mary Amn Street, Cardiff, CFIO 2EN 
Wedding Fayre & Film Showing 
Starts 6.30pm 
8th March 2012 
St Maly's Golf Qub 
Pencoed, Bridgend, CF35 SEA 
25th March 2012 
The Great House 
Laleston, Bridgend, CF32 OHP 
15th April 2012 
Cardiff City Stadium 
Leckwith Road, Cardiff, CFll 8AZ 
27th May 2012 

zmvw.createyourday.co.uk 


Santa Claus is 
coming to Bijou 


C HRISTMAS 
officially 
began last 
Sunday - when 
Santa and his 
Reindeer came to 
Cowbridge for the 
annual parade. 

Here at Bijou we aim 
to continue that magical 
feel and we will be wel¬ 
coming Santa back to 
Cowbridge with a spe¬ 
cial Bijou welcome on 



December 17. 

Santa, can be visited 
in his grotto right up 
until Christmas, and 
there will also be a 
series of family teas 
with Santa, which will 
include afternoon tea, 
visit to your table by 
Santa, Christmas carols 
and a framed family pic¬ 
ture with the big man 
himself. 

For bookings, please 
contact Bijou on 01446 
771190 


Frankincense, myrrh and gold at West House! 


SanU'i Grotto - pdoes 

! from £6 chlS 

; 11* 4pmff^«fyi^eekBnd 
Sat Sun) until 
1G4pm19th-23idD|b 
Toj wiCh Sjncj 
£10 per pervm 
4 >unous dates 

auaiatole from 


CM TUi GIFT Of V£AII HOUND PlAY 
TUIS CHKHMAS 


04 f€m f«r dl* lit rtaw , 
amd CMLY QpcmN^ 


T HE West House Country Hotel, 
nestling in its quaint Llantwit 
Major surroundings, continues 
to offer guests something special. 

Enjoy mulled wine on arrival in the 
lounge, where a log fire and candles 
burn brightly. 


Our festive season culminates on 
Christmas Day, where a dish inspired 
by the Three Wise Men is created with 
frankincense, myrrh and gold. 

Partridge and pear are also on the menu 
celebrating the first day of Christmas. 

We take this opportunity to wish all 


our customers a very merry Christmas 
and prosperous New Year, and thank 
you for your support in 2011. 

See our advertisement on front page or 
page 4. 

View our menu at www.westhouse- 
hotel.co.uk or call 01446 792406. 
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Arborwood 
Tree Care... at 
your service! 


D ouglas 

BURTON 
met Helen 
(nee Dale) in New 
Zealand, and they 
married and settled 
in Llantwit Major, 
Helen’s home town 
eight years ago. 

They are excited to 
be launching their own 
new business venture, 
having enjoyed excel¬ 
lent local rapport. 

Douglas has a unique 
working background as 
a qualified arborist, pre¬ 
viously groundsman for 
a tree surgery in 
Hampshire, and for a 
company while travel¬ 
ling in New Zealand. 

After qualifying as a 
horticulturalist in 1996, 


he has also worked for 
six years in home insur¬ 
ance. 

He will discuss your 
seasonal needs to ensure 
that you enjoy the very 
best from your garden. 

Arborwood has a per¬ 
fect Christmas gift solu¬ 
tion - gift vouchers! 

Why not treat some¬ 
one who would appreci¬ 
ate a little help with the 
bigger jobs in their gar¬ 
den for the coming 
months? 

Arborwood Tree Care 
offer festive good wish¬ 
es to all their future cus¬ 
tomers, family and 
friends. 

Please contact 
Douglas for a free 
quote, on 07910 417471 
or 01446 792262. 



Arborwood Tree Care 

•< Utn ‘ • fri I t ■, 

ISi •! Uiff tiau- 

fn.>- jw-— 

ij y 

Trh 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


] Why not detox your 
business for 2012? 



For all your 
farming needs... 


Keeping gutters 
clear of problems 


A ndy kirk, 

proprietor of 
CCMS Ltd, 
has over 25 years’ 
experience in mak¬ 
ing sure rainwater 
systems do the job 
that they should. 

CCMS presently pro¬ 
vides a reliable service 
to a variety of customers 
- local schools, estate 
agents, landlords, hotels, 
pubs, clubs residential 
homes and private 
homes. 

Gutter cleaning is 
essential maintenance 
as, if not attended to, it 
can cause rotting fascias 


and lead to damp prob¬ 
lems bringing mould 
into your home. 

Gutters and down- 
pipes are cleared by our 
reliable staff who can 
give an examination and 
report on the condition 
of the roofline. 

Our prices will sur¬ 
prise you, as we are 
very reasonable - exam¬ 
ple: for a 2-3 bed- 
roomed semi-detached, 
it’s between £30-£40. 

We also clean UPVC 
fascias, conservatory 
roofs and pressure wash. 

Why not give us a 
call on 07830 480569 or 
01446 741460? 


W ITH 

Christmas 

around 

the corner, here at 
Benton 

Agricultural, we 
have a range of toys 
for all those bud¬ 
ding young farm¬ 
ers. 

We have pedal or 
push along tractors and 
Britains and Siku die 
cast toys. 

If we haven’t got 
what you’re after, have a 


look in our catalogue 
and we can order it in, 
normally next day, if 
stock is available. 

Also, don’t get caught 
out this winter - we’re 
ready with rock salt, ice 
scrapers, snow shovels 
and sledges. 

We would like to say 
thank you to our cus¬ 
tomers for their contin¬ 
ued support and to wish 
them a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 


eCMSmESllW 

07830 480569 • 01446 741460 
www.ccmswales.co.uk 

GUTTER AND 
RAINWATER 
SYSTEMS 
CLEARED 


be ful! of leaves and moss,” 


Full Independence Ltd 


Full Independence 
have much to offer 


WE REPAIR 
WITH CARE 

■ ft 


• Full Property Maintenance 

• Access Solutions 

• Landscaping & Design 

Easy Bathing Specialists 
Walk In - Sit Down - Relax 

CHRISTMAS OFFER: Get a free 
circulation booster pack worth £ 199.99 
with every walk in bath installation 
ordered before December 25th 2011. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM ANO HAVE A 
LOOK AT THE WALK IN BATHS 

Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, Rhoose, 
VoG, CF62 SEA 



F ull inde¬ 
pendence 

of Rhoose has 
one of the most 
accessible show¬ 
rooms in Wales! 
With free on-site 
parking, the show¬ 
room has every¬ 
thing you need to 
remain independ¬ 
ent. 

There’s a wide choice 
of items and products to 
help daily living. 

Brian Fulthorpe 
explained that there are 
additional benefits to 
dealing with Full 
Independence. 

“There’s even a full 


M; 


AKE 2012 
the year 
-you find 
the time and energy 
to do everything 
you want to do! If 
you are starting a 
new business, jug¬ 
gling work and 
family life, never 
get the chance to 
look at the ‘big pic¬ 
ture’, or would sim¬ 
ply like to get on 
top of your paper¬ 
work, this event is 
for you. 

Clutter and organisa¬ 
tion consultant/tutor, 
Lorraine Lewis, will 
demonstrate her simple. 


@ Benton Agricultural 

Services Ltd. 

^ — —— - The Workshop, 

^ I fb] I Llandow, 
i I ^ J i Vale of Glamorgan 
CF71 7PY 
tel: 01446 792 786 

Agricultural Engineers • Nei^S'tfseSHlaclnS'ery%1^^ 

GENUINE ROLLY TOY RIDE-ON 
TRACTORS FOR SALE 

We also have a range of Britains and Siku toys in stock! 

- , w 



practical, inexpensive 
methods, so you can 
gain control. 

Find out how you can 
focus on the important 
stuff, keep track of the 
smaller details, and still 
keep sight of your 
dreams. 

Please join us on 
Wednesday, December 
7, at Bar 44, Cowbridge; 
guest membership for 
the evening is £10. 

Please contact us to 
book via email at mem¬ 
bers @ V wbn. org.uk. 

For more information 
on the benefits of net¬ 
working and joining the 
VWBN, contact mem¬ 
bers© vwbn.org. uk. 


Vale Women’s 
Business Network 
Make 2012 the Year you Improve 
Your Business Turnover! 

Wed 7th December 2012 

At Bar 44, Cowbridge 

6.30 - 9 pm 

Guests and non-members are most welcome! 
(Guest membership for this event is £10) 

Please email members@vwbn.org.uk to book 

_ www.vwbn.org.uk _ 


Christmas fun to 
cause... 


support 

J UST Learning 
Nursery, 
Broadlands, 
would like to invite 
you to our 
Christmas fete on 
Saturday, 

December 10, from 
10am until 1pm, in 
support of Great 
Ormond Street 
Hospital, a charity 
close to our hearts. 

Come and visit our 
Santa’s grotto, have a 


family photo taken by 
Christabel Photography, 
or simply have a browse 
around the stalls for 
Christmas presents from 
Rascals toy shop, hand 
crafted items, and our 
book stall. 

There will be face 
painting, tombola, lucky 
dip, refreshments - and 
why not try your luck in 
our Christmas raffle? 

Come and join the fun 
and visit our fabulous 
nursery. For further 
information, please con¬ 
tact 01656 649644. 


Come to 

our bnlkanl 

Ciwislmas Fe 


property and garden 
maintenance service - 
all done by our compa¬ 
ny’s in-house staff. 

“We can offer wheel¬ 
chair and scooter hire. 
People can call 01446 
711555 for more infor¬ 
mation.” 

Brian said: “Our 
Christmas offer is to get 
a free circulation booster 
pack worth £199.99, 
with every walk-in bath 
installation ordered 
before December 25. 

“If interested, people 
can visit our showroom 
to have a look at our 
walk-in baths at Units 1 
and 2 Adenfield Way, 
Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 3EA.” 




JOHN HUGHES 

- family butchers 


T rading ou 

Cowbridge 

Road, 

Poutycluu, JOHN 
HUGHES is a tra- 
ditioually-ruu fami¬ 
ly butchers. 

It has achieved 
many meat products 
gold awards, including 
one for traditional 
pork sausage, pork 
garlic and leek 


sausage, beefburgers, 
steak pies and a silver 
award for steak and 
kidney pies. 

All these products 
are among a wide vari¬ 
ety made on a regular 
basis at the locally-run 
butchers. 

The business is now 
taking orders for 
Christmas, telephone 
01443 225225. 


JOHN HUGHES 

Award Winning Butchers 
Best Welsh Beef & Lamb - Vale reared 



Selection of Quality Meats & Home-Made Sausages 
Variety of Burgers, seasoned meats ^ n q 

including Chinese Chicken, Chicken, 

Kebabs, Steak Kebabs and more! 

Always popular - wholesome stews! 

Seasonal Favourites 

Glamorgan/Pembrokeshire Turkeys. 

Ducks, Coedwynog (free range). Geese. L A M B 

Telephone: 01443 225225 

31 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN 


WELSH 


Cleaning service at 
a high standard 


I MMACULATE 
Cleaning 
Services are a 
small team of 
domestic cleaners 
covering Bridgend 
and the Vale. 

Our team take pride 
in their extremely high 
standards of cleaning 
and we can tailor our 
services to suit each 
individual need. 

Some comments from 
customers: 

“It is such a relief to 
come home at the end of 


a busy day to a lovely, 
clean place and just be 
able to put my feet up!” 

“The team far exceed 
all expectations and do 
such a wonderful job.” 

“In all our years of 
having cleaners, we 
have never been happier 
than we are with 
Immaculate Cleaning.” 

At Immaculate 
Cleaning we are com¬ 
petitively priced and can 
supply references upon 
request. 
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COMMERCIAL, 
DOMESTIC 
CLEANING 
& IRONING 
SERVICES 

Covering Bridgend 
& The Vale 

Call (Bridgend) 

07999 257421 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 



Wellbeing 

Centre 

ACTIVITIES being 
held by the Mental 
Health Matters, Wales 
in the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road on 
Wednesday, December 
7, include reading with 
Didi (from 3pm - 
4pm). There is also a 
great social afternoon 
from 2pm - 5pm. 

School 

awards 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the following pupils 
of Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who were 
nominated for impress¬ 
ing the staff at the 
school last week: 

Joshua Urch - class 1, 
Teilan Loveluck - class 
2, Josef Gray - class 3, 
Alex Underhill - class 

4, Lik To Chung - class 

5, Senem Akpinar - 
class 6, and Gareth 
Davies from class 7. 

The headteacher’s 
award last week went to 
Kate Thomas. 

Children in Need - 
Last week, the children 
enjoyed raising money 
for ‘Children in Need’ 
raising a brilliant 
£28L50.They looked 
great in their various 
costumes. After the 
break, everyone enjoyed 
‘MCJS Has Got Talent’ 
with more than 30 acts 
taking part. 

Many thanks to Elbe 
Griffiths’ mother who 
sent in 200 cup cakes, 
which the children 
bought for 50p each. 

Inter school match¬ 
es - Last week the 
school played netball 
and rugby matches 


against Brynmenyn 
Primary School. The 
game was the first 
round of the Illtyd 
Williams Cup and the 
school again made it 
through to the next 
round winning by 35-0 
with Connor Famham 
scoring two tries, 

Callum Lewis three, 
and Leon Jones and Ben 
Evans getting one each. 

The B side were also 
successfu,! with Chad 
Baker scoring the win¬ 
ning try for a 5-0 win. 

The school netball 
teams all played but 
with mixed results. The 
A team won 8-6 but 
unfortunately the B 
team lost 6-1, with the 
C team losing 10-1. 

However, the school 
have a young side this 
year and they will have 
the opportunity over the 
next 12 months to 
improve. 

Lower school con¬ 
cert - Tickets priced at 
£3 are available for the 
Lower School Concert, 
which will take place in 
Pyle Life Centre on 
Tuesday, December 6, 
at 1.30 pm and 
Wednesday, December 
7, at 6.30 pm. 

Christmas 

lights 

ON December 9, fol¬ 
lowing carol singing in 
the Talbot Community 
Centre from 5.45 pm, a 
warm welcome is 
extended to everyone 
from Pyle and Kenfig 
Hill Community 
Council to attend the 
Christmas lighting up 
ceremony by the 
Monument in Kenfig 
Hill at 6pm. 

Following this, the 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


Jessica Pritchard and Megan Lemon meeting 
Father Christmas at the Christmas Fayre. 


children will be able to 
meet Santa, who will be 
handing out surprises in 
his grotto at the Talbot 
Community Centre. 

To end the evening, 
the Talbot is putting on 
a free children’s disco. 

Choir’s 

anniversary 

CORNELLY 
Community Council 
staged a concert in the 
community centre to 
mark the 40th anniver¬ 
sary of the Kenfig Hill 
and District Male Voice 
Choir. 

The concert was free 
to residents of Cornelly, 
and acknowledged the 
achievements of the 


A marred Ghnstnos 
c tattsr from Sonto. 
iodof. 


ChidUne 

am mi 


heat 


choir and the service it 
has provided to the 
community. 

The choir were 
joined by Maria Lyn, 
who charmed the audi¬ 
ence with her profes¬ 
sional performance and 
even more so when she 
was joined by her son, 
Ben Howells, in a duet. 

The evening conclud¬ 
ed with MP Madeleine 
Moon paying tribute to 
all concerned, and she 
commented on the com¬ 
munity spirit which was 
so evident on the night. 

What was also pleas¬ 
ing was the appearance 
of First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones, making 
time to attend from a 
previous engagement. 

December is always a 
busy time for the choir, 
with many visits to 
retirement/care homes 
and hospitals singing 
carols. However, this 
year it is even busier. 

Tomorrow, December 
2, the choir has been 
invited to sing in the 
Millennium Centre to 
mark the launch of an 
all-Wales charity 
‘Diverse Cymru’, the 
amalgamation of two 
existing charities, 
Cardiff and Vale 
Coalition of Disabled 
People (CVCDP) and 
Awetu. 

The following day 
they will return to 
Cardiff for the Wales v 
Australia game, this 
time joining other 
choirs in the 
Millennium Stadium for 
pre-match singing. 

Mynydd 

Infants 

School 

A COMPETITION was 
organised by Sacred 
Wales as part of 
‘Celebrating RE’, invit¬ 
ing all schools from 
across Wales to produce 
an electronic presenta¬ 
tion of how RE is cele¬ 
brated in their school. 

The children in year- 
2, taught by Mrs Carol 
van Rooyen, were 
awarded joint first prize 
for their presentation, 
which demonstrated 



Sacre Wales, The adults are: Amanda Stanford - headteacher, Carys Pritchard - Advisor for RE 
at ESIS, Reverend Evans, Richard Tandy, assistant director for learning amd skills at BCBC for 
ESIS and Carol van Rooyen, year-2 class teacher and RE co-ordinator. 



Special Project entrepreneurs Maicy Styles, Will Ronan, Joshua Roberts and Tilly Anderson. 


how they had developed 
a special place in the 
classroom where chil¬ 
dren could be calm, 
quiet and reflective. 

Special Project - 
The Children in year 
one conducted an entre¬ 
preneurial project over 
the two weeks prior to 
the Christmas Fayre. 

They researched, pro¬ 
duced and marketed 
their chosen product, 
‘Delicious Chocolate 
Snowballs’. 

The Christmas con¬ 
certs are being held in 
the school on December 

7 at L30pm, December 

8 at 6pm, and December 

9 at 1.30 pm. 

Parish 

events 

Christmas cheer - 
There will be an oppor¬ 
tunity to celebrate the 
advent of Christmas on 
Sunday, December 4. 

Everyone is welcome 
to St James’ Church 
Hall, Pyle, at 4pm, 
when there will be 
refreshments and 
Christmas Praise. 

Bible study is held in 
the coffee shop at the 
church hall every Friday 
at 10.30am. 

For details of all 
activities and events in 
the parish, telephone 
Rev Dr Duncan Walker 
on 01656 740500/07766 
710373 or Gareth 
Gardener on 07779 
239302. 


Safety campaigner’s 
hopes depend on bid 
for Assembly cash 



ABOVE: Coun David Sage with 
safety campaigner Kiera Phillips, who 
was joined by two friends, Sarah 
Davies (left) and Flora Smith . 


A BID for funding 
to help improve 
pedestrian safety 
around Bridgend 
College has been 
submitted by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

If BCBC’s application 
to the Welsh 
Government via 

SEWTA (South East 
Wales Transport 

Alliance) is successful, it 
will release £100,000 to 
spend on a red light cam¬ 
era, an additional pedes¬ 
trian crossing and a pro¬ 
posed footpath widening 
scheme. 

The move has been 
welcomed by safety 
campaigner Kiera 
Phillips from Brackla, 
who broke her neck and 
lower back in a ‘hit and 
run’ incident outside the 
college on December 1 
last year. 

She was hit while 
using the Cowbridge 
Road pedestrian cross¬ 
ing near the entrance of 
Bridgend College’s main 
campus. 

BCBC Deputy Leader 
Coun David Sage hopes 
that if the funding is suc¬ 
cessful, it will help pre¬ 
vent further accidents 


and injuries. 

He said: “We have 
looked into the accident 
rate in this area and can 
see that there have been 
a relatively high number 
of pedestrian accidents. 

“These include the 
shocking case of Kiera 
Phillips, where a car 
jumped a red light and 
then drove away, leaving 
her terribly injured. 

“We are delighted that 
Kiera is now making 
such a good recovery. 
We also really admire 
the way she has cam¬ 
paigned on this issue - 


which is why we are so 
pleased to tell her this 
positive news about the 
funding application.” 

Coun Sage added: “If 
we are successful, we 
will work closely with 
our partners in South 
Wales Police to make the 
area a safer place for stu¬ 
dents and other pedestri¬ 
ans.” 

Kiera, who is 18, said: 
“I’m extremely happy 
about this. I can't begin 
to describe it. I’m just 
glad something is going 
to be done about it.” 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National 
Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch o fod yn un o 

bartneriaid sw\;ddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 




Eisteddfod Choir to perform British 
premiere of Karl Jenkins’ new work 


O NE of the 
greatest 
activities the 
Eisteddfod brings 
to any area is the 
formation of the 
Eisteddfod Choir, 
with an opportunity 
to perform in front 
of over 2,000 people 
in the Eisteddfod 
pavilion with a full 
concert orchestra 
and world class 
soloists 

This week came the 
exciting news that the 
Eisteddfod Choir will be 
performing the British 
premiere of Karl 
Jenkins’ new work : The 
Bards of Wales. 

Gower-bom Karl ini¬ 
tially made his name in 
the world of jazz; how¬ 
ever, it was his composi¬ 
tion Adiemus that 
brought him worldwide 
success. Adiemus 
combined the classical 
with ethnic vocal sounds 
and percussion and 
topped classical and pop 
charts around the world. 

His compositions 
include Requiem, Stabat 
Mater and Dewi Sant 
and he has also collabo¬ 
rated with some of the 
world’s best known 
singers including Bryn 
Terfel, Hayley Westenra 
and Kiri Te Kanawa. 

Karl Jenkins is the 
UK's most popular con¬ 
temporary composer, 
and one of Wales' most 
versatile and critically- 
acclaimed musicians 
He is credited as 
being the most per¬ 
formed living composer 


in the world, his compo¬ 
sition 'The Armed Man: 
A Mass For Peace' alone 
has been performed 
nearly 1000 times in 20 
different countries since 
the CD was released 
while his recorded out¬ 
put has resulted in sev¬ 
enteen gold and plat¬ 
inum disc awards. 

His latest work 'The 
Bards of Wales' was pre¬ 
miered in Hungary in 
June. The piece forges 
an unexpected link 
between Hungary and 
Wales : The Hungarian 
poet Janos Arany (1817- 
82) was asked to write a 
poem in praise of the 
Austrian Emperor Eranz 
Joseph but, as the 
Austrian overlords had 
just suppressed the 1848 
Hungarian Revolution, 
the poet did the oppo¬ 
site. 

To satisfy the state 
censor, the poem was 
written in terms of 
Welsh history, rather 
than Hungarian, telling 
how Edward I of 
England executed Welsh 
bards for failing to sing 
his praises at a banquet 
in Montgomery Castle in 
1277. 

When Hungary 
emerged from World 
War I as an independent 
state. The Bards of 
Wales found its place in 
the national education 
system and is learnt by 
heart by all children at 
the age of 13 or 14. 

In Hungary it is a 
poem so ingrained into 
the cultural psyche that 
adults and children can 
recite it on demand. 

Jenkins has set the 
text in Hungarian, Welsh 



The newly refurbished 
Wenvoe Arms is proud to offer: 

Quality food served all day 
Fresh Coffee 


Wide range of cask ales, 
guest beers and continental 
lagers, wines and spirits 


2 rooms for you to enjoy plus - 

Private renovated function room 
available for hire 

A traditional quirky atmosphere! 


18 Old Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, 
South Glamorgan CF5 6AN 

Tel 02920 591129 

Web - wenvoearms.co.uk 


and English, and it is 
intended that the work 
can be sung throughout 
in a single language or a 
combination. The 
British premiere of the 
work at the Eisteddfod 
will feature the Welsh 
language version of the 
work by poet Twm 
Morris. 

According to 
Eisteddfod Organiser 
Hywel Wyn Edwards: 
“We are delighted that 
Karl Jenkins has chosen 
the Eisteddfod for the 
British premiere of this 
new work. The 
Eisteddfod choir are 
looking forward 
immensely to perform¬ 
ing the work. Should 
you be interested in join¬ 
ing the Eisteddfod choir 
there is still an opportu¬ 
nity to join and we are 
urging local people to do 
so. “ 

Joining the choir is 
easy! Rehearsals are 
held at the Tabernacle 
Chapel, Barry, every 
Tuesday evening at 
19.00 under the baton of 
choir masters Euros 
Rhys and Fieri Roberts. 

If you are interested 
in joining, contact the 
eisteddfod office on 
gwyb @ eisteddfod.org. uk 
or 0845 40 90 300, or 
come along to one of the 
rehearsals. 


Cor yr 
Eisteddfod 
i berf- 
formio 
premiere 
Prydeinig 
o waith 
newydd 
Karl 
Jenkins 


71 ^^Ejfurfw 
/|/f Coryr 
X W Eisteddfod 
yn un o brif weith- 
gareddau ymweliad 
yr Eisteddfod i 
unrhyw ardal. 

Mae’n gyfle i berf- 
formio i bafiliwn o 
dr os 2,000 o bobol 
gyda cherddorfa 
broffesiynol ac 
unawdwyr byd 
enwog. 

Wythnos yma daeth y 
newyddion cyffrous y 
bydd Cor Eisteddfod Bro 
Morgannwg yn perf- 
formio premier 
Prydeinig gwaith 


newydd Karl Jenkins : 
Beirdd Cymru. 

Gwnaeth Karl 
Jenkins, sydd yn 
enedigol o ’r Gwyr, ei 
enw yn wreiddiol ym 
myd Jazz. Ei gyfansod- 
diad Adiemus fodd byn- 
nag ddaeth ag ef i amly- 
grwyddfyd enwog. 
Cyfunodd Adiemus y cla- 
surol gyda synau lleisiol 
ethnic ac offer taro acfe 
gyrhaeddodd y brig yn 
siartiau clasurol a pop 
ar draws y byd. Ymysg 
ei gyfansoddiadau mae 
Requiem, Stabat Mater a 
Dewi Sant. Mae o 
hefyd wedi cydweithio 
gyda rhai o gantorion 
mawr y byd gan gyn- 
nwys Bryn Terfel, Hayley 
Westenra a Kiri Te 
Kanawa. Karl 
Jenkins yw 'r cyfansod- 
dwr byw a berfformir 
mwyaf yn y byd, mae ei 
waith; ‘The Armed Man 
: A Mass For Peace ’ ei 
hun wedi ei berfformio 
bron i 1,000 o weithiau 
mewn 20 o wledydd 
gwahanol. 

Perjformiwyd ei waith 
diweddaraf, ‘Beirdd 
Cymru’, mewn premier 
arbennig yn Hwngarifis 
Mehefin ac mae ’r 
darn yn datgelu cysyllti- 
ad annisgwyl rhwng 
Cymru a Hwngari. 
Gofynnwyd i’r bardd 
Janos Arany (1817-82) i 
ysgrifennu darn i glod- 
fori'r Ymerawdwr o 
Awstria Franz Joseph 
ond oherwydd bod 
arglwyddi Awstria 
newydd drechu 
Chwyldro Hwngari yn 
1848fe wnaeth Janos 
Arany y gwrthwyneb. 

Er mwyn cadw sensor 
y Cynulliad yn hapus 
ysgrifennwyd y gerdd yn 
adrodd hanes Cymru yn 
hytrach na Hwngari, 
gan son am sut y dieny- 
ddwyd Beirdd Cymru 
gan Edward I am wrthod 
canu clod iddo mewn 
gwledd yng Nghastell 
Trefaldwyn yn 1277. 

Pan ymgododd 
Hwngari fel gwlad 
annibynnol ar 61 y 
Rhyfel Byd Cyntaffe 
wnaeth ‘Beirdd Cymru’ 
ymddangos ar gwricwl- 
wm addysg y wlad a hyd 
heddiw mae ’r darn yn 
cael ei astudio gan 
blant ysgolion y wlad. 

Mae ’n wir i ddweud 
bod y dam mor reddfol i 
bobol Hwngari gall 
unrhyw oedolyn neu 
blentyn o’r wlad ei 
adrodd o ’r cof. Mae 

Jenkins wedi gosod y 
testun yn Gymraeg, 
Hwngaraidd a Saesneg 
gyda’r bwriad i’r gwaith 
gael ei pherfformio 
mewn unrhyw un o’r tair 
iaith neu gyfuniad o’r 
tri. Fefydd y premier 
Prydeinig yn cynnwys y 


fersiwn Gymraeg o’r 
gwaith sydd wedi ei 
gyfieithu gan y Prifardd 
Twm Morys. 

Yn 61 Trefnydd yr 
Eisteddfod Hywel Wyn 
Edwards: “Mae’r 
Eisteddfod wrth ei bodd 
bod Karl Jenkins wedi 
dewis yr Eisteddfod ar 
gyfer llwyfannu ei waith 
newydd am y tro cyntaf 
ym Mhrydain ac mae 
C6r yr Eisteddfod yn 
edrych ymlaen yn eid- 
dgar i berfformio’r 
gwaith. Os oes did- 
dordeb gyda chi i ymuno 
gyda ’r C6r yna mae dal 
cyfle i wneud ac rydym 
yn annog unrhywun lleol 
sydd hefo diddordeb i 
wneud. ” 

Mae ymuno gyda ’r 
C6r yn hawdd! 

Cynhelir ymarferion yng 
Nghapel Tabernacl y 
Barri bob nos Fawrth 
am 19.00 dan arweinyd- 
diaeth y Cor Feistri 
Euros Rhys ac Eleri 
Roberts. Os oes did¬ 



dordeb gyda chi mewn 
ymuno yna cysylltwch a 
Swyddfa ’r Eisteddfod ar 
gwyb @ eisteddfod.org. uk 
n neu 0845 40 90 300 
neu galwch draw i un 
o ’r ymarferion. 


ABOVE: 

Welsh composer Karl Jenkins, 
whose new work. The Bards of Wales, 
will he premiered at the National 
Eisteddfod in the Vale next year. 
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It’s not just cats 

and dogs that 
get dumped by 
cruel owners! 



ANIMAL lovers 
are regularly horri¬ 
fied by the cruel 
practice of aban¬ 
doning unwanted 
pets - particularly 
cats and dogs. 

However, a Vale 
woman is trying to high¬ 
light a less high-profile 
issue - that of people 
who get a duck or goose 
as a pet and then grow 
tired of it. 

Denise Cooper, who 
lives near Fonmon Pond 
in the village of 
Fonmon, says that she 
and her neighbours are 
currently getting a daily 
reminder of the distress 
that it can cause to ani¬ 
mals. 

She told The GEM: 
“An abandoned goose 
has been here for three 
days, and spends hours 
showing how distressed 
it is by honking for 
hours at a stretch. 

“We heard a car pull 
up late on Sunday night, 
and it was here in the 
morning. We get domes¬ 
tic ducks dumped in the 
pond quite regularly, but 
this is the first goose.” 

Denise explained that 
there were several rea¬ 
sons for the goose’s dis¬ 
tress. They are social 
birds and pair for life, so 
it could be missing a 
mate. 

On the other hand, a 
gosling could ‘imprint’ 
itself on a human, and 
when that human is not 
around, it could be just 
distressed as if it had lost 
its mate. 

Another problem is 
that domesticated ducks 
and geese are not cut out 
to mix it in the wild. 

They will be bullied 
and ostracised by the 
wild ones, who are also 
more aggressive when it 
comes to finding food. 

Denise said: “On the 
pond at the moment, is 
the newly-arrived goose 
- an Ebdon Goose - and 


also another recent 
arrival, a Muscovy 
Duck. 

“I am sure that this 
one was dumped as well. 
There are no other 
Muscovys on the pond 
and it, too, is being 
shunned and threatened 
by the wild ducks.” 

Eonmon Pond looks 
to be an idyllic place for 
a duck or goose to live, 
but Denise says that this 
is not the reality. 

She said: “I suspect 
that some people think 
that the duck will be 
happy in its new home, 
but it doesn’t work out 
like that. 

“I would say that over 
the last two years, six 
each year have been 
abandoned and none has 
survived. 

“They were either 
taken by foxes, or were 
run over by cars, 
because they had grown 
up in a safe domestic 
environment.” 

PC Mark Goulding, 
who is based in 
Cowbridge but is the 
Wildlife Protection 
Officer for south Wales, 
told The GEM that it 
was an animal welfare 
issue, but was a very dif¬ 
ficult one to prove. 

He said that unless 
there was solid evidence 
of a person dumping the 
birds, it would always be 
hard to take action. 

Denise Cooper said 
that she had called the 
RSPCA, who said it was 
an offence to dump 
ducks or geese, and that 
she was expecting an 
inspector to call and 
advise on a course of 
action. 

She said: “Geese are 
vegetarians and there is 
not much here on the 
pond for it, so I am feed¬ 
ing it wheat every day. 

“I don’t know if it can 


fly, but even if it could, it 
would need a bigger 
stretch of water to be 
able to take off. 

“People who decide 
to keep a domesticated 
duck or goose need to be 
aware of what happens 
to it in the wild. 

“If they had asked 
around, I am sure they 
could have found some¬ 
one with their own geese 
who would have taken it. 

“As it is, it is obvious¬ 
ly suffering and in great 
distress.” 


COLWINSTON FRIENDS GET-TOGETHER 


Fundraising night 
will provide toys for 
pre-school youngsters 



Pictures courtesy of Gemma Griffiths Photography 



FAMILY and friends 
of Colwinston pre¬ 
school had a “great 
night” raising funds 
while being entertained 
by local band Helter 
Skelter. 

It was a very enjoy¬ 
able and successful 
fundraising night, and 
the money raised will 
go towards helping 
both the ongoing run¬ 
ning costs of the com¬ 
mittee and the pur¬ 
chase of some new 
educational toys such 
as Jolly Phonics for the 
children. CM 



Penarth Computer 
Club answers 
some questions 


WHEN my laptop 
is used at club 
meetings, the pro¬ 
jector reduces my 
screen resolution to 
a level it can han¬ 
dle. 

The result is that my 
screen looks quite differ¬ 
ent from what I am used 
to at home and slows me 
down a bit. Eor the audi¬ 
ence, it means that the 
icons on screen are larg¬ 
er and easier to read. 

At the last meeting, 
my wireless network 
picked up a new local 
network that wasn’t pro¬ 
tected by a password. 

The meeting was a 
brains trust evening 
where Steve and Mike J 
and I try to answer ques¬ 
tions from the floor on 
any computer-related 
matters. 

The first topic was 
how to disable my net¬ 
work card to avoid inter¬ 
fering with the unpro¬ 
tected network! (Right- 
click on the wireless 
icon in the left of the 
Task Bar and click 
Disable.) 


Stitch and Bitch boost BHF 

COWBRIDGE Stitch and Bitch held a crafternoon tea at the Lesser Hall 
recently and raised £725for the British Heart Foundation. 

Coffee for Marie Curie 

THE Marie Curie Llantwit Major Support Group recently raised £370for the 
charity. 

“We would like to thank Ann and Roger Fry for the use of their home for 
our annual coffee morning. We should also like to thank everyone who sup¬ 
ported this event,” a spokeswoman said. 


One visitor was plan¬ 
ning to buy her first 
computer and was seek¬ 
ing advice. A lot of 
advice was given and is 
worth summarising. 

The first thing pointed 
out was that only the 
prospective buyer can 
say what the computer 
will have to do. This 
means asking oneself 
questions that are hard to 
answer. 

It is easier to under¬ 
stand by imagining the 
process involved if a 
friend asked for advice 
on buying a car. 

Capacity, speed and 
cost are obvious ques¬ 
tions. Then there is the 
choice of manufacture, 
driving instruction and 
service and maintenance. 
This is followed by any 
extras for more fun or 
better productivity. 

Consider portability. 

If you want to carry it 
around the house or 
around the country, it 
could be a laptop or a 
notebook or a sophisti¬ 
cated telephone. If it will 
be staying put on a desk, 
then the same money 
spent on a desktop will 
give you more “bang for 
your buck” as Steve 
said. 

Anyone starting out 
from scratch knowing 
nothing about computers 
was advised to spend 
some time reading com¬ 
puting magazines. 

Ignore ones that are 
high-tech and read the 


ones that deal in plain 
English. 

Take time to get the- 
feel, of the subject, what 
is under development 
and what the experts are 
talking about. 

Adverts will be biased 
towards the products 
they advertise, but will 
indicate the range of 
options available. 

All this will help to 
compile a list of desir¬ 
able features on capacity 
and performance so that 
you can discuss options 
with sales staff. 

A completely different 
approach would be to 
buy a cheap machine to 
get used to using a com¬ 
puter. You will gradually 
become familiar with its 
limitations and after a 
couple of years, will be 
able to buy a better 
machine with confi¬ 
dence. 

A colleague once told 
me he would buy a com¬ 
puter when they cost 
£200 and he could hold 
it in one hand. That was 
over 25 years ago and 
he’s almost there. 

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday, December 13 
at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth. 7.30pm for 
8pm. It is our end-of- 
term “Chips and Chat” 
social evening. For more 
information telephone 
Howard on 029 
20708439. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


Air Cadets flying 
high for the Royal 
British Legion... 


AIR CADETS from 
372 (Barry) 

Squadron were 
recently a familiar 
sight at Tesco’s in 
Barry selling pop¬ 
pies for the Royal 
British Legion - 
and raised £1,700. 

The top fundraising 
Cadet this year was 
Adam Wood, who col¬ 
lected £377 by himself, 
dedicating many hours 
to supporting the poppy 
appeal. 

Steve Whitehom from 
the Royal British Legion 
paid tribute to the 
Cadets: “I am pleased 
that the Air Cadets have 
again supported the 
Royal British Legion 
this year and have raised 
this magnificent sum of 
money; which will help 
and support ex-service 
personnel in our com¬ 
munity.” 

Elight Lieutenant 
Jason Horton, Officer 
Commanding 372 
Squadron, commented: 
“I am immensely proud 
of these fine young men 
and women who have 
again worked hard to 
support the work of the 
Royal British Legion”. 

The Cadets were 
Megan Palmer-Wood, 
Adam Wood, Georgina 
Poulakis, Sam 

Lazenbury, Kieren 
Long, Leah Veale, 



Corporal Sam Lazenbury and Cadet Steph 
Jones selling poppies. 


Bethan Hopkins, 

Anthony Gent and Steph 
Jones. 

While the Cadets 
enjoy many varied activ¬ 
ities, which the ATC pro¬ 
vide, they are also 
encouraged to give 
something back to their 
communities. 

Last year, they raised 
more than £6,000 - help¬ 
ing many community 
organisations, including 
the Royal Air Lorces 
Association and 

MacMillan Cancer. 

Cadets undertake 
many exciting activities 
and opportunities, which 
include flying, gliding, 
shooting, sports, adven¬ 
ture training, team 


building exercises, expe¬ 
ditions, visits and field 
craft training and Duke 
of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme expeditions. 

If you have a spirit for 
adventure, 372 (Barry) 
Squadron has vacancies 
for young men and 
women between 13-18 
years old. The Squadron 
parade on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 
7pm-9.30pm behind 
Adams Funeral Parlour 
(by the Memorial Hall) 
or you can contact the 
Squadron on 01446 
747734; or email 
oc.372@aircadets.org 
for more information 
about joining or the Air 
Training Corps. 
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A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature KEEP YOUR CAR IN XIP XOP CONDIXION! 

Most drivers are 


ignoring big 
freeze guidlines 


T hree out of 
four UK 
drivers will 
not be taking any 
steps to make sure 
their cars are pre¬ 
pared for winter - 
despite last year’s 
sub-zero tempera¬ 
tures and snowfalls 
which caused chaos 
on the roads. 


All the major 
motoring organisations 
advise motorists to 
carry out a range of 
checks and safety 
measures and the Met 
Office is predicting a 
colder winter than in 
recent years. 

Yet a survey under¬ 
taken by Motorpoint, 
the UK car supermar¬ 
ket, saw 75per cent of 
respondents admit 


Uandow Metals 



Call; 01446 792669 
or 07966 171840 


they would be motor¬ 
ing on without precau¬ 
tions and hoping for 
the best. 

The statistics are 
not in their favour. 

The AA puts extra 
patrols on call, because 
they expect the num¬ 
ber of breakdowns to 
almost double during 
particularly cold 
spells. 

Another breakdown 
service reports 50 per 
cent of winter calls for 
help are caused by 
battery problems 

Motorpoint opera¬ 
tions director Paul 
Winfield said: “As the 
first automotive retail¬ 
er to be a member of 
RoadSafe, we would 
always recommend 
our customers listen to 
their motoring organi¬ 
sation’s advice on win¬ 
ter motoring - and 
also to take advantage 
of the low-cost winter 
preparation checks 
most garages now 
offer.” 


COLD WEATHER MOTORING 

- Follow the experts’ advice 


W HEN it comes 
to preparing 
for winter, the 
experts at the 
Automobile Association 
know what they are 
talking about. 

So, any motorist would be 
well advised to take heed of 
their advice. 

Winter is the season requir¬ 
ing most care and preparation 
if you’re to stay safe and avoid 
a breakdown. 

Here’s the AA’s general 
advice for safe and trouble 
free driving through the cold, 
dark months ahead... 

Battery and electrics 
Lights, heaters and wipers 
put high demands on the car 
battery. If your driving is 
mainly dark rush-hour trips, 
the battery will give out even¬ 
tually. 

Batteries rarely last longer 
than five years. Replacing one 
near the end of its life can save 
a lot of time and inconven¬ 
ience at the side of the road. 

• Avoid running electrical 
systems any longer than neces¬ 
sary - turn the heater fan down 
and switch the heated rear 
window off once windows are 
clear. 


• If the car stands idle for 
most of the weekend, a regular 
overnight trickle charge is a 
good idea to give the battery a 
chance to revive. 

• Turn off non-essential 
electrical loads like lights, rear 
screen heater and wipers 
before trying to start the 
engine. 

• Use the starter in short 
five-second bursts if the 
engine doesn’t start quickly, 
leaving 30 seconds between 
attempts to allow the battery to 
recover. 

Antifreeze 

A continuous squealing 
noise as soon as the engine is 
started is a sign the water 
pump is frozen - it’s the fan 
belt slipping on the pulley. 

The cylinder block could be 
frozen, too. Stop the engine 
immediately and allow it to 
thaw out. 

This may take several days 
unless the car can be moved to 
a heated garage. 

If the car begins to overheat 
a few miles from home, it’s 
likely that the radiator has 
frozen, preventing coolant 
from circulating. 

Stop straightaway, to avoid 
serious damage and allow the 
radiator to thaw. 

• Antifreeze costs only a 


few pounds, but a frozen and 
cracked engine block will cost 
hundreds of pounds to repair. 

• Most modem cars use 
long-life antifreeze - it’s 
important to use the right type 
and avoid mixing different 
types. Check the handbook or 
ask a dealer for advice. 

• Glycol-based antifreeze 
should be changed at least 
every two years. 

• You need a 50-50 mix of 
antifreeze and water in the 
cooling system for winter. This 
gives maximum protection 
down to -34° centigrade, and 
without it, severe engine dam¬ 
age costing hundreds of 
pounds can occur. 

Vision 

Keep the windscreen and 
other windows clear - if your 
vision is obscured through dirt, 
snow or even sticker-infested 
car windows, you could face a 
hefty fine. 

Clear snow from the roof as 
well as from windows, as this 
can fall onto the windscreen 
obscuring your view. It can be 
a hazard to other road users as 
well. 

Dazzle from a low winter 
sun can be a particular prob¬ 
lem. 

• Improve vision by making 
sure that the windscreen is 


clean both inside and out. 
Scratches, abrasion and chips 
on the outside can also worsen 
the dazzling effect of the sun. 

• Greasy smears on the 
screen that don’t go with use 
of a normal screenwash addi¬ 
tive will require a little elbow 
grease. 

Try using a cream glass pol¬ 
ish with a slight abrasive 
action. If that doesn’t work, 
then try dishwasher powder 
dissolved in a little water. 

Use clean kitchen paper to 
clean a small area at a time 
and try not to go back over a 
patch you’ve just done. 

• Use air conditioning for 
faster demisting and to reduce 
condensation on cold win¬ 
dows. 

• Check windscreen wipers 
and replace if necessary. 

• Make sure that wipers are 
switched off in the park posi¬ 
tion when leaving the car, 
when there’s risk of freezing. 

If you don’t and the blades 
freeze to the screen, you could 
damage the blades or wiper 
motor when you turn the igni¬ 
tion on. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 24) 



Peak Performance 


Highest Standards • Lowest Prices 


Servicing & Repair 
on aii makes f 
(Without affecting 
manufacturers’ 
warranty) 

Engine Diagnostics 

Brakes, weiding, 
shock absorbers 
& timing beits 
changed 

Best Price MoT’s 

(Class 4 and 7) 

Air Con Service 

Best Price 
MoT, Tyres 
and Services 


FOR TOP QUALITY PERFORMANCE.. 

^ EVERYTIME! 


“ONLY WHILST STOCKS 
''155 70 13T Firestone 


165 70 13T 
175 70 13T 
185 60 14H 
195 60 15H 
215 60 16H 
175 65 15T 
185 55 15V 
195 65 15H 
195 65 15H 
205 55 16V 
205 55 16V 
195 50 15V 
195 50 15V 
205 50 17W 
225 50 17V 
225 50 17W 
225 45 17W 
225 45 17W 
225 40 18W 
225 40 18W 
225 40 18Z 
235 40 18Y 
235 40 18W 


Winter Tyre CfSQ flQ 

195 65 15H Bridgestone 3LUO"”^ 

205 55 16V from £76-00 


Nexen 
Pirelli 
Avon 
Nexen 
Talon 
Dunlop 
Budget 
Firestone 
Budget 
Dunlop 
Talon 

Bridgestone 

Event 

Budget 

Yokohama 

Capitol 

Dunlop 

Capitol 

Dunlop 

Avon 

Admiral 

Dunlop 

Talon 


LAST” 

£38.70 

£36.85 

£32.34 

£51.34 

£47.12 

£61.20 

£55.43 

£48.68 

£57.62 

£47.60 

£68.42 

£50.17 

£56.20 

£45.16 

£64.64 

£91.80 

£63.10 

£93.58 

£58.68 

£112.40 

£101.60 

£65.70 

£146.62 

£69.23 


205 55 16V from 


inc VAT, VALVE & BALANCE 

I ONLY ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT I 


VALE 

GARAGE 




Winter Check 

• All levels Checked 

• Tyre Check 

• Anti-Freeze Check 


SERVICE CENTRE 

Delphi Diesel Specialist 

Winter Service 

• Oil & Filter Change 

• Check all levels 

• Anti-Freeze & 

• Battery Check 

Oniy £50 inc VAT 



Oniy £9.99 inc VAT 

FREE MoT TEST 

with every Full Service 


Local Collection & Delivery 
Vale Business Park, Near Cowbridge 

01446 775775 


Valid for December 2011 only 


vwvw.vaIegarageservices.co.uk 

87 FONTYGARY ROAD, RHOOSE 
Tel. 01446 710224 
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DON’T TAKE RISKS WITH YOUR CAR! 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 23) 

• Be careful not to 
press the electric win¬ 
dow button out of habit. 
Hold that button too 


long if the window is 
frozen in place and it 
can bum out the motor, 
leaving you with an 
expensive bill! {This one 
comes from personal 


jChipsAway^ 


^ Paintwork Scratches ^ 
^ Bumper Scuffs Alloy Wheels 


Paul Jarvis 

07904 840202 

^ Alternatively, call 



experience at The 
GEM!) 

• Top up windscreen 
washer fluid and treat 
with a suitable additive 
to reduce the chance of 
freezing. Don’t use ordi¬ 
nary engine anti-freeze, 
as it will damage paint¬ 
work. 

Visibility 

Make sure that all 
bulbs are working and 
that lenses are clean. 
When roads are really 
mucky, you might need 
to clean lights after 
every journey. 

Keep the number 
plates clean, too, as you 
can be fined if they are 
dirty and illegible. 

If you have to clear 
snow from the car, it’s 
important to clear it 
from the lights - front 
and back - as well as 



BAILKY AUTO SERVICES 

CLAIM YOUR FREE WINTER VEHICLE 
KIT WITH EVERY WINTER HEALTH 
CHECK OR SERVICE ... 

Avoid winter taking its toll on your vehicle 
this year by taking advantage of our 
Vehicle Winter Health Check for just £14*95 

Also available at Discounted Rates: 

★ INTERIM SERVICE FROM £55 
★FULL SERVICE FROM £110 

★ ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE REPAIRS AND 
DIAGNOSTICS UNDERTAKEN 

★ MOT'S FOR CLASS IV AND VII VEHICLES 

We pride ourselves on providing a quality personal and 
thoroughly well-oiled service for all mokes and models of 
vehicles. With over 22 years of experience, a wealth of 
knowledge and on enviable reputation for professional service. 

OPEN ALL OVER THE 
CHRISTMAS PERIOO 
FROM 08.00 - LATE 

Tel: 01446 700272 
07879 736332 

Unit 13, 

Palmerston Workshops 
Barry CF63 2YZ 
(opposite Waitrose) 
baileyautoservices@gmail.com 



from the glass and roof. 

You must use head¬ 
lights when visibility is 
seriously reduced. You 
may also use front or 
rear fog lights but these 
must be switched off 
when visibility 
improves, as they can 
dazzle other road users 
and obscure your brake 
lights. 

Tyres 

The AA recommends 
at least 3mm of tread for 
winter motoring, and 
certainly no less than 
2mm. 

Don’t reduce tyre 
pressures to get more 
grip - it doesn’t work, 
and reduces stability. 

It’s rare to need snow 
chains unless you live in 
an isolated area hit with 
heavy snow, and where 
the roads are not cleared. 
They must be removed 
to drive on a metalled 
road without a reason¬ 
able covering of snow. 

Consider changing to 
winter or all season tyres 
- these have a higher sil¬ 
ica content in the tread 
which prevents it hard¬ 
ening at lower tempera¬ 
tures, and therefore 
gives better grip in cold 
wet conditions. 

Before you go... 

Get up at least 10 
minutes early to give 
you time to prepare the 
car. 

Don’t drive off like a 
tank commander, with a 
tiny hole cleared in the 
windscreen. Clear all 
windows using a scraper 
and de-icer. 

Use a cigarette lighter 
to warm a key for a 


frozen lock. Don’t 
breathe on the lock, as 
the moisture will con¬ 
dense and freeze. 

Plan routes to favour 
major roads which are 
more likely to have been 
cleared and gritted. 

Put safety before 
punctuality when the 
bad weather closes in. 
Allow extra time for 
winter journeys, but be 
prepared for the 
inevitability of being 
late for work due to 
unexpected delay. 

Driving in snow 

and ice 

Gentle manoeuvres 
are the key to safe driv¬ 
ing - stopping distances 
are 10 times longer in 
ice and snow. 

• Wear comfortable, 
dry shoes for driving. 
Cumbersome, snow-cov¬ 
ered boots will slip on 
the pedals. 

• Pull away in second 
gear, easing your foot 
off the clutch gently, to 
avoid wheel-spin. 

• Up hill - avoid hav¬ 
ing to stop part way up 
by waiting until it is 
clear of other cars, or by 
leaving plenty of room 
to the car in front. 

Keep a constant 
speed, choosing the most 
suitable gear well in 
advance, to avoid having 
to change down on the 
hill. 

• Down hill - reduce 
your speed before the 
hill, use a low gear and 
try to avoid using the 
brakes. Leave as much 
room as possible 
between you and the car 
in front. If you have to 


HRent 

o Mobile Mi 


-a-Tech 

Mobile Mechanic Services 

Offering a range of Services 
- by experienced, fully qualified 
technicians, including ... 

„ MOT’S 


SERVICE 

PLANS 

Spread the cost of your 
annual vehicle servicing 
into manageable 
monthly payments 


From 

£15 



Annual Services 
All Repairs 
Vehicle Diagnostics 
Air Conditioning Re-Gas 
Breakdown Service 
Accessories Filled 

Call: 07825 99 30 53 

www.mobile-mechanic-wales.co.uk 


use brakes, then apply 
them gently. Release the 
brakes and de-clutch if 
the car skids. 

• Automatic transmis¬ 
sion - under normal 
driving conditions 
(motorways, etc) it’s 
best to select ‘Drive’ and 
let the gearbox do the 
work throughout the full 
gear range. 

In slippery, snowy 
conditions it’s best to 
select ‘2’, which limits 
the gear changes and 
also makes you less 
reliant on the brakes. 

Some autos have a 
‘Winter’ mode, which 
locks out first gear to 
reduce the risk of wheel 
spin. Check the hand¬ 
book. 

If you get stuck, 
straighten the steering 


and clear the snow from 
the wheels. 

Put a sack or old rug 
in front of the driving 
wheels to give the tyres 


some grip. Once on the 
move again, try not to 
stop until you reach 
firmer ground. 


LLANTWIT TYRE 
CENTRE 

" All brands and makes of tyres available ^ 

Discover the benefits of 

NITROGEN-FILLED TYRES 
Cor Wash £5 


Open 7 days a week 

Unit 5, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road CF61 lYU 

01446 793435 07809 826532 




Barry Tyre & 
Auto Centre Ltd 

Don’t get caught out this winter! 

Why should I fit winter tyres? 

More than half of UK motorists admit feeling less safe driving in the winter, yet many 
of us do little to prepare our cars for the colder weather. Research commissioned by 
TyreSafe, the UK’s leading tyre safety organisation, found the biggest worry for 
drivers in the winter is that they are more likely to have an accident as the roads feel 
more slippery. 

Switching to winter tyres could dramatically increase your safety over the entire 
winter period and could even save you money. They’re constructed to give you a much 
better grip, reducing your stopping distances on wet or icy roads. And because they 
are specially designed to operate in temperatures below 7°C, their wear rate is signif¬ 
icantly better than normal ‘summer’ tyres in the colder winter months! 

Last year, drivers struggled without winter tyres 

• 54% of drivers said they felt less safe when driving in the winter. 

• 45% of drivers said their biggest fear about driving in the winer was that 
they were more likely to have an accident as the roads felt more slippei 

• 1 in 3 drivers skidded on Britain’s roads. 

• 15% were involved in, or witnessed, an accident 

• 12% only narrowly avoided a collision. 

•line drivers had to abandon their journey. 

Let’s put a stop to accidents this winter 

These stopping distances prove you’re less likely to get in a scrape if you switch to win- 
ter tyres. FREE 

BRAKING ON ICY ROADS FROM 20mph (32km/h)TO REST 



TYRE 

CHECK. 






BRAKING ON SNOWY ROADS FROM 30mph (48km/h) TO REST 






LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY 

01446 737447 



HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY 

01446 745888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT AT THE 
BACK OF THE 
NEWSPAPER 


£9.99WIN1ER CHECK &T0P UP 



Afti Freeze 
Check &lbpup: 



Ligbl^Brakc 
&Tyre Sifrty 
Inspectioa 


Winter 
Screenwash 
Check &1opi|) 



SOUTH WALES LEADING EURO SPECIALISTS 
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KEEP YOUR CAR IN 
TIP TOP CONDITION! 

A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature 


Be aware of Highways 
Agency’s winter campaign 


THIS year, the AA 
is supporting the 
Highways Agency's 
‘Make time for 
winter’ campaign. 

The Highways 
Agency has more than 


G.H. MORETON L^. 

CARS • VANS • MOTORCARAVANS • COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
All makes of vehicles serviced and repaired 


• SERVICING • CLUTCHES 

• INSPEQIONS • CAM BELTS 

• MOTs • BRAKES 

• CONTRACT MAINTENANCE • CODE READING 

• Servicing from £59 • Collection & Delivery Available 

TEL: 01446 740807 • 737349 

E-Mail: ghmoreton@aol.com 
SULLY MOORS ROAD, CF64 5RP 


500 winter service 
vehicles on standby, 
hut crews need time 
and space to get ahead 
of traffic and keep the 
network clear. You 
can help hy planning 
your journey around 
the weather: 

• Be informed - 
check traffic and 


weather. 

• Be prepared - 
check your vehicle 
and carry an emer¬ 
gency kit. 

• Be aware - winter 
teams need time and 
space to do their joh 

• Be wise - condi¬ 
tions may change, 
drive with care. 




/\L£ 4)(4 

I. 
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COWBRIDGF CAR BLfYER 

Will Buy A«y Car, 

M i. fn 
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MYLES BROWNING 
07760008517 
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hvm « KfiO CAWIftO OUT. 


Don’t forget to 
book in for a Winter 
_ ve hicle check 

S™ 01^773768 
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new brood street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 


tt To’|hb 

/ Mess Centre 

f: 

Cardiff Road 




New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
l~~1 Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 


Complete service and MoT’s available 
to customers and the general public 


• UP TO 50% DISCOUNT* 

OFF MANUFACTURERS LABOUR CHARGE 
for Intermediate & Main Service 

(Certain cars excluded - please phone to check if your car qualifies) 


• SPECIAL OFFER* 

WORKSHOP WINTER PRICE BUSTERS 
MoT Test ONLY £25 - Yes! ONLY £25 
Winter Service check ONLY £18 - Yes! ONLY £18 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. 
Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, 

Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 


Bayside Garage Ltd 

Servicing & Repairs on all makes of Cars, Vans & 4x4s. 
Petrol & Diesel MOTs. Engine Management System 
Diagnostics. Engine Warning Lights Re-set. Clutches, 
Brakes, Timing Belt Replacement, Shockers & Tyres. 



Collection and 
Delivery from most 
areas in the Vale 




22 Dumballs Road 
Cardiff CF10 5FE 
Tel; 02920491346 
Email: baysidegarage@hotmail.co.uk 


www.baysidegarageltd.co.uk 


V / EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 
, f FREE LUXURY COURTESY CARS 

V ^ QUALITY PARTS/ MOBIL 1 & CASTROL OILS 

V f LATEST DIAGNOSnC EQUIPMENT 

V / PRESnOE & PERFORMANCE EXPERTS 
^ f AUTOMATIC GEARBOX EXPERTS 


Mobil 


1 
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CADETS WILL BRING 
SOME CHRISTMAS JOY 



SADLY, there are still many children in 
this country who are at risk of receiving 
nothing at Christmas, but thanks to local 
Foresters’ members, together with volun¬ 
teer cadets from the Barry ATC 372 
Squadron, 150 Christmas gift packs for 
sick and underprivileged children were 
recently put together to be distributed in 
the local area. 

Foresters, an international financial services 
organisation which has operated in the UK, US and 
Canada for more than 135 years, is working with 
Cash for Kids, the charity umbrella brand for Bauer 
Radio stations, to support the 2011 Christmas Toy 
Appeal - and help light up the lives of thousands of 
less fortunate children in the area. 

Foresters is committed to hands-on help through 
its members. Cash for Kids highlighted that there is 
always a shortage of presents for babies so the local 
Forester branch, St David 211 combined with the 
cadets to create the gifts for underprivileged babies. 

The presents included useful items such as wipes 
and creams, as these children do not have the same 
advantages that our children and grandchildren do 
and are in need of these necessities. 

In the UK last year. Foresters supported more than 
100 charities and raised over £3 million for those 
charities and other community partners. 

In 2010, Foresters sponsored the Christmas Toy 
Radio Appeal in nine locations and raised almost £2 
million which provided grants and toys to over 


200,000 underprivileged children and families in the 
UK. 

This year. Foresters are sponsoring 12 locations, 
including Wales and western England. 

Barry ATC 372 Squadron is open to young people 
13 years and over and meets at its headquarters sit¬ 
uated behind AG Adams, next to the Memorial Hall, 
every Monday and Wednesday evenings from 7pm. 

Busy November 
for Y Bont Faen 
pupils 

and Dean Thomas 
cooked up Eastern 
delights to raise funds, 
while a few rounds of 
Wii resort and Just 
Dance provided enter¬ 
tainment on a grand 
scale. 

Parents paid hand¬ 
somely to watch head 
teacher Meic Griffiths 
perform, along with 
year-2 teacher Mrs 
Hayman and teaching 
assistants Mr Cottle and 
Mrs Rees. 

They even paid more 
for encores! 

The lighting and the 
staging were all just per¬ 
fect, thanks to the PTA, 
who had just handed the 
school a cheque to pay 
for the new purpose- 
built ‘Stackastage’ - 
complete with ramps and 
LED lighting. 

This has come just in 
time for the Christmas 
plays and we hope that 
the raised stage will pro¬ 
vide both inspiration and 
a physical platform for 
our pupils’ talents. 

This year, the school 
has once again volun¬ 
teered to be a drop off 
point for the ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’ shoe 
box collections. 

Last year, 160 boxes 
were sent all over the 
world from Y Bont 
Eaen! 

If you have missed 
the deadline, you can 
make a ‘virtual box’ up 
online and still donate to 
this very worthy cause! 
Thank you to everyone 
who has kindly made up 
boxes for those less for¬ 
tunate than ourselves. 

The PTA has also 
organised a 

‘Bags2schoor collection 
to recycle unwanted 
clothes, shoes and soft 
toys and are already up 
to 400 kg. 

The Y Bontfaen fam¬ 
ily is being very green at 
the moment, working 
towards their Eco School 
Green Elag award, so 
please support them 
where you can! 

JAYNE 
MORRIS 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (General 
Development Procedure) Order 1995 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhifycais: 2011/01028/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Retention of change of use to mixed retail and beauty 

salon 

Location:/Lleoliad: Skin Studio, 112/113, Glebe Street, Penarth 

Conservation Area:/ 

Ardal Gadwraeth Penarth 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig 


2011/01076/LBC 

Repair and replacement of part of roof. Repair boundary 
wall 

Old St. Nicholas Church, St. Nicholas Road, Barry 
Grade II 


2011/01132/LBC 

Retention of kitchen extract flue and air inlet unit 
Springbank Nursing Home, College Road, Barry 

Grade II 

Departure from Development Plan / 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 

Application No:/ 

Rhifycais: 2011/01118/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Proposed rear extension over existing bar to form 

bedrooms, internal alterations and new ancillary building 
to form micro-brewery, arts and crafts shops and museum 
Location:/Lleoliad: The Old Brewery, Eagle Road, Eglwys Brewis 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or via 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir isod, neu drwy 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 1 st December, 2011 

Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


school 

PUPILS and par¬ 
ents at Y Bont Faen 
Primary School had 
a busy November, 
as they prepare for 
Christmas. 

On Friday, November 
11, the sound of 
Bollywood was coming 
from the school as 
guests enjoyed a ‘Wii 
and curry night’ courtesy 
of the friends of Y Bont 
Faen PTA. 

Chefs Richard Watson 



ABOVE: Park Independent Funeral Directors’ Christmas Memorial Carol Service 
was attended by almost 200 people. 

^Emotional and inspiring’ 
Local people remember their 
loved ones at carol service 


WITHIN two short years, 
Park Independent Funeral 
Directors’ Christmas 
Memorial carol service has 
become an indispensable 
event in Barry for those 
wanting to remember their 
loved ones at a special time 
of the year. 

Nearly 200 people attended this 
year’s carol service on Saturday, 
November 26. 

Lyndsay Ellis, principal of the 
firm, said: “It was so heartfelt and 
moving to see how many attended. 
It was officiated by Rev Clive 
Jones and was an uplifting and 
emotional occasion. 

“I hope that it brought great 
comfort to many bereaved fami¬ 
lies at this special time of the 


year.” The service was open to 
everyone who wanted to remem¬ 
ber a loved one, regardless of 
which funeral director they had 
used. 

Lyndsay went on: “After the 
service it was overwhelming how 
many returned to the funeral home 
for mince pies, mulled wine and a 
moment to place their memorial 
tags with messages on our 
Christmas tree. 

“The comments on the service 
were very positive and it was an 
honour that I could do this. 

“To see the community brought 
together was so emotional, sharing 
memories of loved ones and wit¬ 
nessing the release of doves to 
symbolise this. 

“I wish to thank the Assembly 
Member Jane Hutt for her kind 


words and attendance, Dave 
Follett and members of New 
Jerusalem Church for all their sup¬ 
port during the year, and for let¬ 
ting us use their garden as a 
Garden Of Reflection, the Vale Of 
Glamorgan Brass Band for their 
outstanding performance and Rev 
Clive Jones for a personal and 
comforting service. 

“This service also could not 
have been done solely by myself if 
it wasn’t for the loyalty, hard work 
and commitment of our staff, who 
worked so hard.” 

One woman contacted The 
GEM and said: “I was wondering 
whether to go to the service to 
remember my husband. I decided 
to go, and was so pleased I went. 

“It was emotional and inspir- 
ing.” 


Peter Pan means 
pantomime time 


Schools support 
Velindre at 
Christmastime 


WITH environmental 
issues high on every¬ 
one’s agenda these 
days, Velindre Cancer 
Centre is encouraging 
everyone to think 
green, and think 
Velindre this 
Christmas. 

Rather than spending 
on buying and posting 
Christmas cards that end 
up in the bin, Wales’s 
largest cancer centre is 
encouraging schools and 
companies to support 
the environment and 
instead donate the 
money that would nor¬ 
mally be spent to 
Velindre. 

The head of fundrais¬ 
ing at Velindre Cancer 
Centre, Andrew Morris 
said: “We have been 
very fortunate that for a 
number of years school 
staff in particular have 
decided not to send 
expensive Christmas 
cards to each other, but 


instead have decided to 
donate what would have 
been spent on cards and 
postage to Velindre 
instead.” 

Among those taking 
part this year are 
Cadoxton Primary 
School in Barry and 
Croesty Primary School 
in Pencoed. 

Angela Morris of 
Croesty Primary said: 
“Each year, every class 
is inundated with hun¬ 
dreds of cards sent 
between the children 
and if the money spent 
on them could be given 
to Velindre instead, 
many families dealing 
with cancer would bene¬ 
fit.” 

To get involved, con¬ 
tact Velindre 
Fundraising on 0292 
0316211, email 
info @ velindrefundrais- 
ing.com or visit the 
website www.velin- 
drefundraising. com 


COWBRIDGE, 
with Llanblethian 
Town Council, has 
engaged the servic¬ 
es of a travelling 
entertainment 
group - to provide 
the town with a 
pantomime, Peter 
Pan, which will 
take place on 
December 15, in 
the Town Hall. 

Expected to be a 
sell-out, the pantomime 
is intended for children 
and parents and will be 
full of the usual fun 
and frolics; a goodie, a 
baddie, sweets galore, 
daft songs, silly dances 
and even sillier jokes. 

Commenting on the 
venture, the chairman 
of the town council’s 
Town Hall Committee, 
Coun David Morris, 
said: “It should be huge 
fun and provide the 
whole family with a 
great evening of enter¬ 


tainment. 

“We want to increase 
the use of the newly- 
refurbished town hall 
for community events 
and the pantomime 
should be a cracker!” 

Tickets are priced at 
£5 and are available 
from the town hall 
office, Barnes Dry 
Cleaners and, on 
Sunday, November 27, 
at the Lesser Hall. 

Tree 

lighting 

YSTRADOWEN will 
be holding its annu¬ 
al lighting of the 
Christmas tree with 
Christmas carols, 
mulled wine and 
mince pies on the 
village green at 7pm 
on Saturday, 
Decembers. All are 
welcome. 


BIG SCREEN 


BIG Screen’s 

Christmas presenta¬ 
tion this year is the 
seasonal family 
favourite It’s a 
Wonderful Life (U) 
which will be shown 
on thursday, 

December 8 at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall. 

It stars James Stewart 
as depressed business¬ 
man George Bailey and 
Donna Reed as his wife. 

Contemplating suicide 


after the loss of a consid¬ 
erable amount of money, 
George and his family 
are rescued by Clarence 
(Henry Travers), a com¬ 
passionate angel. 

Big Screen ’5 

Christmas present to its 
faithful audience is a free 
mince pie and a glass of 
wine, as well as the usual 
ice creams. 

Doors open at 7.10pm 
and tickets are £3 (in 
advance from the Town 
Clerk’s office, or on the 
door, subject to availabil¬ 
ity). 


Getting in mood 
for Christmas 

COWBRIDGE Choral Society will pres¬ 
ent ‘A Christmas Celebration’ with carols 
on Saturday, December 10, at 7pm in Holy 
Cross Church. 

The barbershop group, Mr Geoff Howells, organ¬ 
ist, and two other soloists will also entertain. 

Tickets are on sale from WG Davies of 
Cowbridge, Chris Williams, Opticians of Llantwit 
Major and choir members. Children under-12 admit¬ 
ted free of charge. 

Check the website: www.cowbridgechoralsoci- 
ety.co.uk 
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Talented performers shine in 
Music in the Vale competition 


LOCAL young 
musicians captivat¬ 
ed audiences last 
weekend during 
two stunning 
Music in the Vale 
finalist concerts at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School. 

The annual competi¬ 
tion saw singers aged 
eight to 24 competing 
on Saturday and instru¬ 
mentalists aged eight to 
21 on Sunday. 

On Saturday morning 
it was touch and go that 
half of the singers 
would be heard, as the 
secretary received a 
phone call at 7.30am 
advising her that one of 
the adjudicators was 
unable to attend due to 
illness! 

The fabulous Justine 
Viani, an Australian- 
British soprano, whose 
future engagements 
include the title role of 
Tosca for Opera de 
Bauge in July 2012, 
stepped into the breach 
and made it from 
Merthyr Tydfil to 
Cowbridge by 9am in 
time to hear the young 
singers perform. 

Ms Viani heard 22 
juniors aged eight to 12, 
with four to go through 
to the evening concert 
final. 

She also heard the 
ensemble category, who 
could have been aged 
eight to 24 but were all 
13 and under! 

All three ensembles 
that competed were put 
through to the final. 
Jeffrey Howard, a well- 
known vocal coach and 
accompanist, was the 
other adjudicator. 

Mr Howard heard 12 
intermediates, aged 13- 
16 and seven seniors 
and was hard pressed to 
choose four from each 
category to progress to 
the final. For many of 
the young people taking 
part it was their first 
ever competition. 

The four junior final¬ 
ists were Rebekah 
Marie West, age 11 of 
Dinas Powys; Maddy 
M Carver, aged 10 of 
Penarth; Guy Roberts, 
aged 12 of Cardiff; and 
Bibiana Viazzani, aged 
9 of Merthyr Tydfil. 

The ensembles 
included two choirs 
from the Cathedral 
School Llandaff, 
Cantemus and the 
Junior Boys Choir, and 
a duo ‘Bibiana and 
Molly’ who met at the 
Louise Ryan vocal 
school in Cardiff. 

The intermediates: 
Jodi Bird 13; Joseph 
Keenan 16; Megan 
Hain 13; all of Penarth 
and Taylor Flynn 13, of 
Swansea had the hon¬ 
our of rounding off the 
first half 

The standard of 
musicianship and per¬ 
formance was fabulous 
and the styles of music 
on show incredibly var¬ 
ied. 


After a 20-minute 
interval, the senior 
singers took to the 
stage. 

These were: Adam 
Gilbert 22, of 
Cowbridge currently 
studying at the 
Guildhall in London; 
Aoife O’Connell 23; 
Grace Wain 21; and 
Holly-Anna Lloyd 22; 
who are all studying at 
the Royal Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama in Cardiff. 

Results: 

Junior soloists. 
Winner - Bibiana 
Viazzani, runner-up - 
Rebekah Marie West. 

Intermediate soloist: 
Winner - Jodi Bird, 
runner-up - Joseph 
Keenan. 

Senior soloist: 

Winner - Grace Wain, 
runner-up Holly-Anna 
Lloyd. 

A prize was also 
awarded to Adam 
Gilbert for the ‘Most 
Promising Young 
Singer living in the Vale 
of Glamorgan’. 

Sunday’s competition 
for young instrumental¬ 
ists started at 10am 
with Rosie Biss, princi¬ 
ple cello for Welsh 
National Opera adjudi¬ 
cating the intermediate 
musicians, aged 12-16. 

Rosie had the tough 
task of choosing just 
four to from a group of 
20 . 

Peter Fielding, the 
retired Welsh National 
Opera sub-principle 
bass clarinet, was given 
the task of adjudicating 
14 juniors (8-11) and 
six seniors (17-21). 

He also had the 
slightly easier task of 
adjudicating the ensem¬ 
ble category, as there 
was only two entered 
but he still had to 
ensure they were of suf¬ 
ficient calibre to go 
through. 

The challenge of 
opening the evening 
concert was again given 
to the youngest musi¬ 
cians: Jack Ollier 
(recorder) aged 8 from 
Barry; Aisha Kala- 
Palmer (piano) aged 10 
from Caerphilly; 
Rhiannon Mainwaring 
(French horn) aged 11 
from Port Talbot; and 
Sarosh Adenwalla 
(flute) from Cardiff. 

Next to perform were 
the intermediates: 

Robin Gordana Tait 
(piano) 14, Cowbridge; 
Joseph Keenan (saxo¬ 
phone) 16, Penarth; 
Clarke Alonzi (violin) 

15, Bridgend and 
Rachel Starritt (piano) 

16, Bridgend. 

The Ensembles: Trio 
Cataro, all from the 
Vale, and The Lovell- 
Jones Boys of Cardiff 
were given the honour 
of rounding off the first 
half of the evening. 

After a 20-minute 
interval it was the turn 
of the seniors: Jonathan 
Farey (French horn) 20, 
Cardiff; Megan Kirwan 
(cello) 17, Monmouth; 
Emyr Honeybun 



Adam Gilbert of Cowbridge. 


(piano) 20, Cardiff; and 
Joe Atkin-Reeves (sax¬ 
ophone) 19, Cardiff to 
round off the musical 
proceedings. 

Jane Hutt Am was in 
the audience and said: 
“Once again. Music in 
the Vale has triumphed 
in its organisation of the 
Vale Young Musician of 
the Year. 

“In every age group 
there were talented 
young musicians play¬ 
ing a range of instru¬ 
ments. I am sure we 
will see them again in 
future competitions 
thanks to the hard work 
of the volunteers of 
Music in the Vale.” 


Results Junior 
soloists: Winner - 
Rhiannon Mainwaring, 
runner-up - Aisha Kala- 
Palmer. 

Intermediate soloists: 
Winner - Clarke 
Alonzi, runner-up 
Rachel Starritt. 

Senior soloists: 
Winner - Joe Atkin- 
Reeves, runner-up 
Jonathan Earey. 

The ‘Most 
Promising’ prize, 
awarded to a soloist liv¬ 
ing in the Vale, was 
awarded to Angharad 
Katie Wynne (clarinet) 
16 from Ogmore by 
Sea. 

Elite Humphrey 



Joe Atkin-Reeve with Vale AM Jane Hutt. 



Clarke Alonzi from Bridgend. 



Jodi Bird from Penarth with Vale Council 
Leader Coun Gordon Kemp. 


Grace Wain. 


Bibiana Viazzani. 


NEWS ROUND-UP FROM BARRY 
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 


Children 
in Need 
BARRY 
Comprehensive 
School’s pupils and 
staff supported this 
year’s Children in 
Need with a fabu¬ 
lous collection of 
fundraising activi¬ 
ties. 

Pupils paid £1 each to 
wear their own clothes 
for the day, while year- 
12 Welsh Baccalaureate 
students organised the 
activities. 

The sixth formers put 
in lots of hard work and 
showed real dedication 
by staying late after 
school and coming in 
early to help prepare a 
massive range of activi¬ 
ties, including laser tag, 
boxing kangaroos, sumo 
wrestling, pugil stick 
duels, balance beam bat¬ 
tles, giant connect-4, 
giant buzz-wire, giant 
jenga and a basketball 
challenge as well as fill¬ 
ing the sports hall with 
giant inflatables. 

Josh Bell (year-8) 
won the basketball chal¬ 
lenge by shooting the 
most basketballs against 
the clock. 

Everyone joined in 
the spirit if the day, con¬ 
tinuing the success of 
last year’s event to pro¬ 
duce a great day for 


Barry Comprehensive 
School and a sizable 
donation to Children in 
Need. 

Off by heart 

BARRY 
Comprehensive pupils 
Nick Currie and Adam 
Owens attended the 
BBC’s ‘Off By Heart’ 
Shakespeare competi¬ 
tion in Bristol, on 
Friday, November 11. 

The boys, from year- 
9, won the school heats 
run by the English and 
drama departments in 
the summer term before 
moving on to the nation¬ 
al competition. 

Nick and Adam com¬ 
peted against 112 other 
pupils from all over 
Wales and the south west 
of England. 

They had practised 
and perfected a famous 
Shakespeare speech 
which they performed in 
front of judges from the 
BBC and the world of 
theatre. 

Although they were 
not one of the four pupils 
chosen to go through to 
the next round, both 
pupils were commended 
for their individual per¬ 
formances and, through¬ 
out the process, were a 
real credit to Barry 
Comprehensive School. 





ABOVE: Nick and Adam at the 
^Off by Heart’ competition. 


LEFT: An ambitious move 
on the giant Jenga. 

You can now find The 
GEM on Facebook - just visit 
www.facebook. co. uk/gemnews 
and keep in touch with whafs 
going on in your area! 
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PUPILS GET THEIR OWN BACK ON 
TEACHERS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED 


PUPILS at Rhws primary School got their 
own back on Children in Need day - while 
raising money for charities. 

Pupils donated money to come to school in spotty 
clothing, pyjamas or as their favourite teacher. They 
took part in a charity cake sale and hair braiding, and 
competed against each other to see who could bring 
in the most small change; all brilliantly organised by 
the school council pupils. 

But the culmination of the day was when the 
teachers and school council members, in front of the 
whole school, took part in a ‘beat the teacher’ quiz 

. Teachers were asked questions on a range of cat¬ 
egories and if the school council member got it right, 
then the teacher was forced to do a forfeit, chosen by 
their class members. T 

The forfeits ranged from putting feet in baked 
beans, to getting a custard pie in the face - from jug¬ 
gling bananas wearing funny glasses, to singing 
while dunking their face in rice pudding! 

The children loved this day and finally got their 
own back! The school raised over £630 for Children 
in Need and a children's charity in Nicaragua. Well 
done, Rhws Primary School! 

KELSEY BIBEY 
(Rhws Primary School) 



The year-6 host 
with the most. 
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ABOVE, front: Alun Cairns MP and Bob Neill MP, 
with Dinas Powys residents (back row). 


‘Essex boy’ home 
from home at 
Gavin & Stacey’s! 


BARRY has 

become a must-visit 
location for Essex 
residents as a result 
of the Gavin & 
Stacey TV show, 
according to Local 
Government 
Minister and ‘Essex 
boy’ Bob Neill MP. 

He visited south 
Wales last week to gain a 
better understanding of 


issues in the area and 
included Dinas Powys in 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 

The visit with the 1 
Vale MP, Alun Cairns, 
included a call to the 
Essex home from the hit 
BBC comedy, which is 
really a property in 
Dinas Powys. 

Bob Neill MP, in his 
role as the Minister for 
Communities and Local 
Government, is also 
Minister with responsi¬ 


bilities for pubs, and 
took the opportunity to 
chat to local publicans, 
including the landlord of 
The Star in Dinas 
Powys. 

The Vale MP hosted a 
lunch for the Minister 
with local residents at 
The Star Inn, after a 
morning of meetings 
with publicans across 
south Wales. 

“Bob Neill hails from 
Essex and he had been 
telling me how Barry, 
and Gavin & Stacey’s 
homes, were a ‘must- 
visit’ destination for the 


Welcome to two 
new members 


Llantwit AFC get local 
bragging rights with 
win over Cowbridge 


LLANTWIT MAJOR RESERVES 2 
COWBRIDGE TOWN 0 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR Reserves 
edged out local 
rivals Cowbridge 
Town in a robust, 
but entertaining 
game at a blustery 
Windmill Lane. 

Both sides started 
brightly, playing the ball 
to feet in order to nullify 
the windy conditions. 

While it was an even 
contest in terms of pos¬ 
session, the home side’s 
superior movement 
meant they were pene¬ 
trating more and looked 
the most likely to score. 

This proved to be the 
case after 10 minutes 
when Gethin Jennings 
broke the deadlock fol¬ 
lowing a flowing team 
move. 

Llantwit striker 
Stephen Phillips beat the 
Town left back out wide 
and squared the ball to 
Tom Be van who in return 
slid the ball to the incom¬ 
ing Jennings, who hit the 
ball into the roof of the 
net for a superb goal. 

Llantwit had chances 
to double their lead but 


the Town keeper saved 
well from Jennings, then 
Phillips respectively. 

Then in a hectic 10 
minute period, a total of 
four goals were scored 
between the two teams, 
only to be subsequently 
disallowed. 

Lirst up Jennings 
thought he had bagged a 
brace with a fine header 
but the referee pulled 
play back for an infringe¬ 
ment in the build up. 

Next it was 
Cowbridge’s turn to be 
thwarted, when the visi¬ 
tors’ number 6, saw his 
cross-shot stabbed in on 
the line by the Town 
striker, who was 
adjudged to be in an off¬ 
side position. 

Then it was the home 
team’s turn to have a goal 
ruled offside; Phillips’ 
excellent run was spotted 
by James Austin, the 
midfield livewire’s 
through ball was bril¬ 
liantly finished by the big 
number 9 but to no avail. 

The fourth goal 


chalked off was a bizarre 
incident. Jennings swung 
in an arcing free kick 
which the visiting keeper 
gathered well only to be 
bundled into the back of 
the net still clutching the 
ball by his own defender. 

Despite no presence of 
a Llantwit player there 
was adjudged to have 
been a push. 

Llantwit did finally 
get a legitimate goal on 
the stroke of half-time, 
again Tom Bevan the 
provider as he noticed 
Phillips’ well timed run 
and played the ball 
through. 

With the keeper clos¬ 
ing him down, Phillips 
rolled the ball under him 
with an excellent finish. 

Playing up-slope and 
into a strengthening wind 
Llantwit knew the sec¬ 
ond period was going to 
be more difficult, and the 
visitors, as expected, 
came out fired up for the 
second period, trying to 
claw back their two goal 
burden. 


Town had the majority 
of possession in the mid- 
field area, but just could¬ 
n’t penetrate the Major 
back four of Vincent, 
Major, Grahame and 
Howies. 

Despite 15 minutes of 
Town pressure Llantwit 
were still threatening on 
the counter-attack with 
Phillips‘s excellent hold 
up play and the sheer 
pace of the enigmatic 
Tom Mawhinney. 

Mawhinney was cyni¬ 
cally felled in the penalty 
area and regular penalty 
taker Jack Grahame con¬ 
fidently stepped up, only 
to see his well struck 
effort spectacularly 
saved by the Cowbridge 
guardian. 

Mawhinney then had 
the chance to notch the 
third goal himself fol¬ 
lowing a mistake by the 
Town centre back. The 
youngster had just the 
keeper to beat, but again 
the visiting stopper came 
out on top - to further 
deter the home team. 

Llantwit comfortably 
saw out the remainder of 
the game to preserve top 


spot in the league. 

This was a superb 
team performance which 
had a mixture of good 
work rate and quality and 
composed football, and 
with three Llantwit goals 
disallowed and the Town 
’keeper on fine form the 
scoreline probably flat¬ 
tered the opposition a lit¬ 
tle. 

While an excellent all 
round performance, there 
were a few stand out per¬ 
formers for the man of 
the match award. 

Youth players Tom 
Mawhinney and Tom 
Howies were exception¬ 
al, while Stephen Phillips 
had his best game in a 
Llantwit shirt; however 
the accolade went to 
Gethin Jennings for his 
lung bursting work rate 
in defence and his cre¬ 
ative instinct in attack. 

Team: M Jackson, T 
Howies, J Grahame, A 
Vincent, G Jennings, D 
Bevan, D Major (Capt), 
T Mawhinney, S Phillips, 
T Bevan, J Austin. Subs: 
L Jennings, L Tracey, I 
Phillips, S Mawhinney. 

DC 


AT the recent sup¬ 
per meeting of 
Soroptimist 
International Barry 
and District, presi¬ 
dent Norma 

Reynolds welcomed 
two new members 
to the club, Sue 
Richards and Pat 
Salt. 

Since retiring from her 
position as deputy head 
of St Mary the Virgin 
Primary School in Bute 
Town, Sue has put her 
teaching skills to good 
use at Techniquest, 
where she is a science 
communicator and 
helper. 

Sue lives with her hus¬ 


band Tony in Penarth and 
has two children, Simon 
and Kathryn, and a step¬ 
son, Toby. 

Pat, who is originally 
from London, and now 
lives in Barry, is also a 
former teacher. 

Many local people 
will remember her as 
head of lower school at 
Bryn Hafren. 

Although retired, Pat 
still assists at local 
schools and, as a former 
PE teacher, is keen to 
keep fit and has recently 
taken up playing bowls. 

To find out more about 
us, visit 

www.sigbi.org/barry- 
and-district CD 


Blockbuster show 
at the Art Central 



ABOVE: Coun John Clifford, pictured with 
Vale Assembly Member, Jane Hutt, officially 
opened the ‘Light’ exhibition. 


A LARGE, convivial 
crowd gathered at the 
opening of 'Light', an 
exhibition by the Vale 
of Glamorgan Artists 
held in Art Central, 
Kings Square, Barry 
on Saturday after¬ 
noon. 

Coun John Clifford, 
Mayor of the Vale of 


Glamorgan, officially 
opened the event that 
exhibits paintings, 
ceramics and sculp¬ 
tures. 

The gallery is open 
to the public, with free 
admission, from 10am 
- 4pm, Tuesday - 
Saturday, until 

January 14. 


residents of Essex since 
the smash hit success of 
the series,” said Mr 
Cairns. 

“I was delighted to be 
able to take the Minister 


Just two winners for the three 
titles at RAF St Athan Golf Club! 


to Gavin’s ‘home’ in 
Dinas Powys, where we 
were warmly greeted by 
the owners of the prop¬ 
erty used in the series. 

“The lunch at The 
Star with local residents 
provided an enjoyable 
ending to the Minister’s 
visit to Wales,” he 
added. 


IN BRIEF 

A gift and craft fair at 
the Barry YMCA Hub 
on Sunday, December 
11 between 10am and 
3pm, will raise funds for 
the charity Delta, which 
supports deaf children 
and their families. 

RNLI service 

THE annual Lifeboat 
service of nine lessons 
and carols with the 
Cavatina Singers, will 
be held at St 
Augustine’s Church, 
Penarth, on December 
14 at 7pm. 

A warm welcome is 
extended to all and tea, 
coffee and mince pies 
will be served after¬ 
wards. 

Penarth 

fayre 

CHRISTMAS fayre 
with Santa at Trinity 
Methodist Church, 
Penarth, on Saturday, 
December 10, between 
10am-12noon. 

Stalls include cakes, 
Christmas gifts and 
flowers. Entrance £2 
(children admitted free) 
to include coffee and 
mince pies and visit to 
Santa. 

Members of PODS 
will be singing at 10am. 


EACH year the 
members of RAF St 
Athan Golf Club 
usually has three 
new champions to 
congratulate at 
their annual presen¬ 
tation evening; the 
junior champion, 
the lady champion 
and the club cham¬ 
pion; however, this 
year there were just 
two golfers who 
were the proud 
recipients of the 
coveted champi¬ 
onship titles which 
were played for on 
the club’s finals day 
held in September. 

The ladies’ final saw 
Jayne Williams compete 
against Liz Thomas, both 
players coming runner- 
up in the same final in 
2009 and 2010 respec¬ 
tively, but at the end of 
the match play game it 
was Liz who emerged 
victorious to claim the 
ladies championship 
title. 

There was not one 
member of the club who 
could deny Kyle 
Harman’s family the 
pride they showed when 
Kyle was called forward 
by chairman of play 
Steve Thomas to collect 
both the junior and the 
club championship tro¬ 
phies. 

Craig Sherman lost 
the championship final to 
Kyle but he led the 
charge to shake hands 
and congratulate him, 
quickly followed by 
Ryan Harris, who was 
defeated in the junior 
final. 


RIGHT: 

The Harman family 

was delighted to see 
Kyle pick up two titles. 

Kyle thanked his fel¬ 
low golfers and his fami¬ 
ly, his mum for ferrying 
him around so that he can 
continue with his sport¬ 
ing activities and a spe¬ 
cial mention was made 
for his dad, who unfortu¬ 
nately could not be pres¬ 
ent owing to work com¬ 
mitments. Kyle said his 
dad would be very proud 
of him and RAL St Athan 
Golf Club members are 
all very proud of you as 
well. 

Presentation night at 
RAL St Athan Golf Club 
is always a well attended 
event with an array of 
crystal trophies being 
awarded to the golfers 
who have been success¬ 
ful in competitions 
throughout the year. 

This year was no 
exception, with the table 
laden with crystal along¬ 
side the clubs silverware. 

The prestigious com¬ 
petition boards have been 
updated with the names 
of the 2012 winners and 
now become part of the 
club’s history. 

There are two awards 
that are presented each 
year, with the members 
not knowing the recipi¬ 
ents until they are 
announced. 

The first is the club 
person of the year and the 
club committee voted 
Hugh Williams for the 
tireless and ongoing 
work he selflessly carries 
out on the course - a job 
too often criticised but 
seldom congratulated. 

The playing commit¬ 



tee has the decision on 
the Kyle Trophy recipi¬ 
ent; this is awarded to the 
golfer who achieves a 
significant handicap 
reduction, has shown 
success in competitions 
and who is a good exam¬ 
ple both on and off the 
course. 

The committee had to 
deliberate between five 
members who fell into 
this category but their 
decision proved correct 
when the announcement 
was made the clubhouse 
erupted into thunderous 
applause for junior Dion 
Thomas, a player who 
can often be seen practis¬ 
ing alone in all weather 
conditions. 

Many congratulations 
to all of the club’s 
golfers, take pride in 
knowing that even if you 
lost in your competition, 
you enabled somebody to 
win! 

A full list of the com¬ 
petition winners can be 
found on the club’s web- 
s i t e 

WWW. rafstathangc. co. uk. 

Carol Morgan 


Tudor 

COWBRIDGE’S 
James Tudor landed 
the UC Better 
Handicap Hurdle at 
Ffos Las on Monday 
on the nine-year-old 
MickMacMagoole 

He won by one and 
three quarter lengths 
from the fancied Azione, 
and Tudor, who had rid¬ 
den a point-to-point win¬ 
ner for Alan Hill at Black 
Lores! Lodge 24 hours 
earlier, is assistant trainer 
to Llancarfan’s Evan 
Williams who trains the 
horse. 

Williams had just two 
runners at the meeting 
and won with both of 
them as earlier in the day 


reigns 

MakeTheMostOf Now, 
ridden by stable jockey 
Paul Moloney, took the 
Gwendraeth Lawr 

Maiden Hurdle by two 
lengths from Buddy 
Bolero. 

With the former start¬ 
ing at 9-2, and the latter 
at 9-1, backers were 
rewarded with a 55-1 
double. 

Aberthin’s Tim 

Vaughan saw his five- 
year-old Ashes House, 
partnered by Richard 
Johnson, romp home a 20 
lengths winner of the 
Digibet.Com Open 
National Hunt Elat race. 

Ashes House a 11-4 
chance beat the odds-on 
favourite Manor Court. 

BRIAN LEE 


BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS 

The Welsh Blood Service will be holding events at 
Memorial Hall, Bryncoch, Bryncethin, Bridgend, 
December 2 10am - 6pm; Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre, The Broadshoard, Cowbridge, December 
4, 10am - 4pm and December 5, 10am - 6pm; Ibis 
Court, Heronston Hotel, Ewenny Road, Bridgend, 
December 6, 10am - 6pm; December 7, 10am - 
6pm (please call 01443 622193 to make an 
appointment). 
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Poignant link with ‘Bloody April’ 1917 


1630HRS - the 
crews of two 
BE2e’s make their 
final preparations 
for a sortie over 
enemy lines - the 
month was April 
1917, the 29th to 
be exact. 

The British and 
Canadian infantry had 
gone over the top and 
faced some of the most 
impregnable positions 
in the German Lines, 
but this battle was 
fought not only in the 
mud and trenches on the 
ground, but also in the 
air. 

The Royal Flying 
Corp using obsolete 
planes flew hundreds of 
missions to pinpoint the 
German defences and 
artillery, and directed 
the British guns to 
destroy them before the 
infantry attack. 

In what was to be 
known as Bloody April, 
the Royal Flying Corps 
suffered the most 
appalling casualties, in 
its and subsequent his¬ 
tory of the Royal Air 
Force. 

It defined, by the end 
of April 1917, the aver¬ 
age life expectancy of a 
new pilot to a matter of 
days. 

At 1645hrs the two 
aircraft lifted off from 
the grass strip airfield of 
Avesnes-le-Comte, to 
flying Art Ohs (Artillery 


Observations) over the 
Chemical Works at 
Roeux. 

The crew of BE2e 
No 2738 comprised a 
25-year-old Welshman 
from Cadoxton Barry, 
David Evan Davies, the 
pilot and his Canadian 
Observer George Henry 
Rathbone (aged 21 
years), who had only 
joined 12 Sqn RFC days 
before on the 05 Apr. 
The two aircraft made 
their way towards the 
east, Arras and the front 
line... 

David Evan Davies, 
known as ‘Dan’ was 
bom in Penarth 1892 to 
Welsh-speaking Thomas 
and Ann Davies, a coal 
tipper from 175 Crogan 
Hill, Cadoxton -a dis¬ 
trict of Barry in the Vale 
. Like most in 
Cadoxton, Thomas 
Davies worked in near¬ 
by Barry Docks, and the 
Davies’ were a decided¬ 
ly working class welsh 
family. 

Like many in the 
Welsh valleys, educa¬ 
tion was highly prized, 
none more so than in 
the community of 
Barry; in 1886 the 
Barry County School 
open its doors to 110 
boys and girls who had 
been granted scholar¬ 
ships on passing the 
eleven-plus examina¬ 
tion. 

Under the 

Headmastership of Dr 


Edgar Jones, Dan 
attended this school, 
which had established a 
formidable reputation as 
a school of excellence. 

In fact, the school 
under Jones’s steward¬ 
ship inspired genera¬ 
tions of pupils, who 
numbered among their 
ranks, a Governor of 
Cypms, a Vice- 
Chancellor of Oxford, 
Universiy, professors, a 
Liberal MP, a host of 
lawyers, doctors, indus¬ 
trialists and business¬ 
men, two famous car¬ 
toonists and a Secretary 
to Lloyd George. 

It was from this aca¬ 
demic foundation that 
Dan Davies was to earn 
a place at Cardiff 
University College. 
Described as a brilliant 
scholar, he graduated as 
a Master of Science.. 

On leaving universi¬ 
ty, this gifted young 
man joined the Civil 
Service and obtained a 
posting to the West 
Indies. 

However, like many 
young men of that era, 
Dan was not found 
wanting at the outbreak 
of the First World War. 

Impetuous and keen 
to do his bit, Dan 
returned from Colonial 
Service and enlisted as 
a Private in the Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers, serving 
for a year in France 
before he was recom¬ 
mended for a commis- 


Primary school 
charity fun day 


ON Friday, November 18, 
Cadoxton Primary School 
Council’s fund day went ahead 
- with help from the teachers. 

There was a cake sale, a second 
hand book sale and children paid 50p 
to enter the ‘spotty hat’ competition. 
Children had made their own spotty 


hats at home. 

There was a winner in every class 
and they won a chocolate orange 
each. 

A total of £400 was raised and lots 
of fun was had all round! 

The money will be split between Ty 
Hafan and Children in Need. JH 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS - 
KING’S SQUARE, BARRY 

FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER 2011 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Vale of Glamorgan Council has made an 
Order under Section 16A, Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as follows: 

WHEREAS the Vale of Glamorgan Council as Highway Authority is satisfied 
that traffic on the streets or parts thereof as listed in column 2 of the Schedule 
should on 2nd December 2011 be restricted to enable the holding of a relevant 
event, the Council, pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to 
facilitate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to watch the 
said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused by the event 
the following regulations shall be observed:- 

THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof listed in 
schedule 1 shall be closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles with the 
exception of Emergency Services vehicles and resident permit holders between 
the hours specified in column 3 of the schedule. 

The penalty for infringement of this regulation is a fine not exceeding £1,000. 

Schedule 1 


Column 1 

Friday 2nd 
December 2011 


Column 2 Column 3 

The area to be closed is Holton 18.00 - 21.00 
Road Barry from its junction with 
Ty-Newydd Road to a point 50m 
east of its junction with Llantwit 
Street. 

Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times. vale of Glamorgan 

Dated this 1 st day of December 2011 

M Punter, Head of Visible Services 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA bro morgannwg 



sion. He volunteered to 
be a pilot in the fledg¬ 
ling Royal Flying 
Corps. 

On his commission, 
his parents presented 
him with an anthology 
of prose and verse enti¬ 
tled The Land of My 
Fathers - A Welsh Gift 
Book. 

This book was com¬ 
missioned by Mrs Lloyd 
George and published 
on behalf of the 
National Fund for 
Welsh Troops- the sale 
of which went to pro¬ 
vide additional comforts 
for Welsh regiments at 
home and abroad. 

The flyleaf was 
inscribed ‘To Dan On 
Your Commission, from 
Ma and Papa. Love 
from all at Crogan 
Hill ’. In Dan’s own 
hand he has added ‘Lt 
D E Davies 12 
Squadron RFC 8-4-17’. 

Following pilot train¬ 
ing Dan was posted to 
12 Squadron, based at 
Avesnes-le-Comte, and 
then into the maelstrom 
of the bloodiest and 
most costly episodes in 
RFC history.. 

Like so many, Dan’s 
association with the 
RFC was to be all too 
short lived... 

The battle on the 
ground for Arleux had 
been raging for some 
forty hours, and the 
lateness of the day 
meant the light was 
beginning to fade. 

There was, however, 
enough light for one last 
sortie, the Art Ob flight 
by our two RFC air¬ 
crafts. 

The airspace over 
Arras was being domi¬ 
nated by sheer numbers 
of Royal Flying Corps 
operations being flown; 
however, they did not 


have air superiority for 
this was the hunting 
ground of the ‘Wolves 
of the Air’ - Jasta li¬ 
the famous ‘Richthofen 
Circus’. 

It was into the Von 
Richthofen lair that Dan 
and his accompanying 
fellow aircrew 
approached at low level. 

A contemporary 
account written in April 
1917 by a fellow 12 
Sqn Observer, gives an 
indication of what it 
was like in the air over 
the front at that time. 

2nd Lt Francis 
Penny wrote... “This 
was my first close-up of 
the line... 1 was interest¬ 
ed in what was going on 
below, when suddenly 
the tat-tat of a machine 
gun was heard from an 
enemy aircraft... 

“I could see pieces of 
wing fabric fluttering in 
the wind where the 
enemy bullets had gone 
through. 

Between the pilot 
and observer was a 
communication tube, 
but conversations could 
hardly be heard above 
the noise of the engine 
and exhaust. What the 
pilot said, cannot be 
repeated...” 

Penny and his pilot 
were lucky, others were 
not so fortunate. 

Fresh from kills ear¬ 
lier in the day, the 
Richthofen brothers - 
Manfred and Lothar - 
took off from Douai air¬ 
field, after spending 
some time in the pres¬ 
ence of their father ear¬ 
lier that afternoon. 

Richthofen had 
already claimed his 49th 
victory (Lt Richard 
Applin 19 Sqn flying 
Spad VIIN 0 BI 573 , 
shot down at 1205hrs) 
and his 50th at 1655hrs 


NEWS FROM YSGOL 
GYMRAEG SANT CURIG 

Pupils go 
on two-week 
adventure 


IT has been a very 
exciting two weeks 
for pupils in years 5 
and 6 at Ysgol 
Gymraeg Sant 
Curig. 

Firstly, year-5 children 
spent five days at 
Abemant Lake Hotel in 
Llanwrtyd Wells, mid 
Wales. Here the children 
experienced climbing, 
abseiling, canoeing, 
archery and many other 
activities. 

“It was a very exciting 
place to go, full of chal¬ 
lenging activities for us 
all”, was the view of 
Callum Jones, a pupil in 
year-5. 

Year-6 went on their 
annual trip to the Urdd 
camp in Llangrannog, 
west Wales. Here they 
tried skiing, horse riding, 
trampoline and tobog¬ 
ganing. 

Elin Jones, a year-6 
pupil, said: “I’m already 
looking forward to com¬ 


ing back in year-7, it’s 
great being away with all 
my friends.” 

On a lighter note, three 
male staff members are 
unshaven after year-6 
teacher Mr McAvoy 
finally succumbed to the 
constant itching and 
caved in! 

Several fathers have 
joined our campaign to 
raise money in the 
‘Movember’ campaign 
and we thank them for 
their support! 

Bu lot o gynwrfyn ddi- 
weddar gyda blynyd- 
doedd 5 a 6 yn mynychu 
cyrsiau preswyl yng 
Nghymru. Fe aeth blwyd- 
dyn 5 i ganolbarth 
Cymru a fe aeth blwyd- 
dyn 6 yr holl ffordd lawr 
i Langrannog. Fe wnaeth 
bob plentyn fwynhau’r 
profiadau a gynnigwyd 
iddynt a rydym yn ddi- 
olchgar iawn i’r holl 
staff a ofalodd amdanynt. 

RJ 


- a FE2D No 4898 
(Jahore No 14) of 18 
Sqn piloted by Sgt 
George Steed and 
Acting Cpl Alfred 
Beebee. 

Beebee was 
described by his 
Commanding Officer as 
"by far the best gun¬ 
ner/observer we have". 

The brothers, flying 
their Albatros DHLs, 
encountered the two 
BE2es of 12 Sqn at 
1925hrs near Roeux on 
the German side of the 
lines. 

The combat report by 
Manfred von 
Richthofen describes 
how he saw the two 
artillery flyers 
approaching their front; 
he found it impertinent 
that these two obsolete, 
slow and poorly-armed 
aircrafts would be fly¬ 
ing without an escort. 

He waved his wings 
at his brother to signify 
the start of their attack 
run. 

Increasing their 
speed, the brothers 
stalked their prey, 
manoeuvring the two 
aircraft into their 
favourite attack posi¬ 
tion, under the tail of 
the two-seater British 


aircraft. 

After a short fight, a 
burst of machine guns 
fired into the B2e of 
Dan Davies collapsed 
the wings of the air¬ 
craft. 

When the aircraft hit 
the ground, near trench¬ 
es close to Roeux, it 
caught fire. Dan Davies 
and George Rathbone 
were Richthofen’s 51st 
victims. 

Lothar engaged the 
other aircraft in the 
flight flown by Lt’s 
Cyril John Pile and 
John Howard Westlake, 
and wrote afterwards 
that he observed his 
elder’s brother’s 
engagement barely 500 
feet away. 

“I had time to study 
the struggle and I must 
say that I myself could 
not have done better. 

He rushed his man, and 
both were turning round 
each other. Suddenly, 
the enemy machine 
reared”. 

He believed the pilot, 
Dan Davies, had been 
struck by a bullet... 
“The wings collapsed 
and the plane fell.. .1 
flew toward my brother 
and we congratulated 


each other by waving.” 

Richthofen flew on, 
claiming his 52nd victo¬ 
ry at 1940hrs (a 
Sopwith Triplane No 
N5463 of 8 Sqn RNAS, 
flown by Fit Sub-Lt 
Albert Edward Cuzner). 

The two B2e’s 
crashed in close prox¬ 
imity to each other. 

The aircrew’s bodies 
were never recovered 
and are commemorated, 
along with more than 
1000 other airmen of 
the Royal Naval Air 
Service, Royal Flying 
Corps and Royal Air 
Force, on the beautiful 
colonnade Memorial to 
the Missing in Arras. 

In all, the RFC lost 
131 aircraft during that 
‘Bloody April’ in 1917. 

David Evan ‘Dan’ 
Davies is also com¬ 
memorated on the Barry 
War Memorial Hall 
Memorial. 

ROB 

LOVESEY 

My link to this story- 
I have that anthology of 
prose and verse, so lov¬ 
ingly inscribed by his 
proud parents... Land 
of My Fathers - A 
Welsh Gift Book. 


NEWS FROM PENARTH 
AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


Tramping through the 
marshes of Wentloog! 


RECENTLY, William took his 
party of seven walkers up to 
Marshfield, assuring them 
that this would be a totally flat 
walk in Wales, which is rather 
unusual. 

On a damp and misty morning, 
they parked near the village church of 
St Mary’s and headed out through the 
churchyard towards St Brides 
Wentlooge. 

Wentlooge (or Wentloog) derives 
from the anglicised corruption of 
Gwynllwg, a 5th or 6th century ruler 
of the coastal plain that stretched 
between the Rhymney and Usk rivers. 

The Gwent levels back then would 
have been a salt marsh, regularly cov¬ 
ered by the tide, and even to this day 
can still be very wet and muddy. 

The small hamlet of St Bride’s 
Wentlooge stands on reclaimed land 
from the Bristol Channel, behind the 
sea wall and is criss-crossed with 
drainage ditches known locally as 
reens, from the Welsh Rhewyn. 

Reens are ditches or small canals 
used to turn areas of wetland at sea 
level into pasture land and the water 
levels are controlled by a series of 
sluice gates or pumps, which allows 
the land to become wet at certain 
times of the year in order to improve 
the grass. 

Originally, back in history, this area 
would have been drained by the 
Romans and today it is monitored by 
the Caldicot and Wentlooge Internal 
Drainage Board, and because of the 
abundance of wildlife attracted to the 
area, large parts have been designated 
as Sites of Special Scientific Interest. 

Following quiet paths beside the 
reens, which are regularly cleaned and 
dredged, the group reached St Bride’s 
Church, dedicated to the Irish St 
Bridget, with its distinctive leaning 
tower. In the porch a plaque com¬ 
memorates the disastrous flood of 
1606 caused by very high spring tides 
combined with a torrential storm. 

The flood broke through the sea 


wall defences that were in place at the 
time and drowned people as far away 
as Marshfield, which is some two 
miles inland. 

They tramped on along muddy 
paths and across footbridges and 
arrived at the sea wall close to the 
Lighthouse Inn. The current sea wall 
stretches for more than 15 miles from 
just south of Chepstow to the eastern 
edge of Cardiff, with only one break 
at the River Usk. 

Turning west along the sea wall, 
the group gazed over the salt marsh 
and mud flats and spotted eider ducks, 
oyster catchers and curlews feeding. 

Moving on, they took a short break 
at Peterstone Gout, a tidal flap situat¬ 
ed on the Usk estuary that controls the 
outfall of the sea near Peterstone 
Wentlooge. It is the main drainage 
point from the Wentlooge levels, and 
is monitored by Gwent Wildlife Trust. 

Enjoying a short break, the group 
spotted an egret before continuing 
their journey for around half a mile, to 
then turn inland and join a track lead¬ 
ing to Peterstone Wentlooge. 

Then the group headed back out 
across the levels towards Marshfield, 
where on the outskirts of the village, 
great care was taken where the public 
footpath crosses the four tracks of the 
main Cardiff to Newport railway line. 

All that was left was a trek through 
Marshfield via the local playing field 
where they enjoyed a lunch stop 
before joining Church Lane and mak¬ 
ing their way back to St Mary’s 
Church. 

On December 7, meet at 9am in the 
viaduct car park, Porthkerry Park for 
a 10.5-mile moderate circular walk 
taking in Penmark and Llancarfan; 
contact William on 01446 747239. 

Wear suitable clothing, preferably 
boots and carry waterproofs, food and 
drinks. Some degree of fitness is 
required and if you are in any doubt, 
contact the walk leader for advice. 

JOY STRANGWARD 
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Saints are stunned 
as slump continues 


Bridgend & District Sunday 

Premier League 

Sunday Saints 1 

Litchard Park A 3 


SUNDAY SAINTS 
were shocked at 
home by Litchard 
Park A as the visi¬ 
tors became only 
the second team to 
inflict defeat on 
Saints at home in 
two years. 

Saints and Litchard 
had already played each 
other twice this season 
in league and cup and 
Saints had come out on 
top in both encounters 
but expected a hard- 
fought game. 

Litchard started well 
and used the ball intelli¬ 
gently, with neat passing 
in the middle of the park 
but iust lacked that final 
ball. 

Saints were more 
direct and an Alan 
Lawson ball over the top 
to Phil Morgan saw the 
first chance well saved 
by the away keeper. 

Jordan Mortimore 
then saw his free kick 
well saved to the keep¬ 
er’s left before Morgan 
again had a chance but 
sent it wide, before Dean 
Cleave saw his header 
blocked by the keeper 
after a good cross from 
Morgan. 

Stand-in goalkeeper 
for Saints, Andrew 
Casey, then saw action 
as he blocked with his 
feet from a Litchard for¬ 
ward after his defence 
were caught in posses¬ 
sion, and then showed 
good positioning as a 
low drive was well held. 

The best chance of the 
half then fell to Litchard 


as a corner was whipped 
in and a Litchard player 
stuck out a toe, only to 
see his goal-bound effort 
cleared off the line by 
Saints skipper Nicky 
Cox. 

The first half came to 
a close with clear-cut 
chances few and far 
between, and Saints 
were feeling confident 
that they could make the 
breakthrough with more 
of the same in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

Both teams went at 
each other in the second 
period but were restrict¬ 
ed to long range efforts 
as they continued to can¬ 
cel each other out. 

Saints, however, 
finally made the break 
through and deservedly 
so. 

A quick James Austin 
throw saw Mortimore 
race onto the ball on the 
right and drive a low 
cross into the box for 
Morgan to slide the ball 
into the net from six 
yards for his 15th goal of 
the season. 

Saints almost doubled 
their lead moments later 
as Mortimore saw his 
effort scrambled clear. 

Litchard then 

equalised from nowhere 
as a long looping throw 
into the box went over 
the Saints defence, and 
Casey in goal instinc¬ 
tively tried to block the 


ball but it skimmed his 
fingers and landed in the 
net for a fortuitous lev¬ 
eller. 

Litchard were buoyed 
by their stroke of luck 
and moments later saw a 
fantastic effort from dis¬ 
tance strike the under¬ 
side of the bar and come 
back out. The referee 
ruled the ball had not 
crossed the line. 

Litchard then thought 
they had scored again 
when a good strike beat 
Casey but rebounded off 
one post, rolled across 
the line and hit the other 
before being cleared. 

Litchard did take the 
lead after Austin fouled 
the forward just outside 
the area and the driven 
free kick was blocked by 
Casey, but a Litchard 
player was first to react 
and steered the rebound 
in from close range with 
minutes remaining. 

Saints searched des¬ 
perately for an equaliser 
and saw efforts from 
Cleave, Lewis, 

Mortimore, Cox and 
Morgan wide or well 
saved. 

With seconds remain¬ 
ing, Saints won a free 
kick and sent nearly 
everybody forward - but 
the free kick was cleared 
and Litchard broke away 
to seal a good away win 
for the visitors. 

Saints’ mini slump 


has now become a crisis 
as they find themselves 
without a win in five 
and, after topping the 
league all season after 
their early season form, 
they now find them¬ 
selves in second place 
after rivals Maerdy won 
to go ahead of them, 
albeit on goal difference. 

Saints were left 
stunned by Litchard’s 
late charge and need to 
find a win from some¬ 
where to get their season 
back on track. 

With only five points 
separating the top four, 
the league is proving to 
be a very close and 
exciting affair, and 
Saints know there are 
many twists and turns to 
come. 

Saints get a break 

from the league next 
week as they face table¬ 
topping Maerdy in the 
league cup semi-final at 
home, at St Athan 
Community Centre, 

11am kick off. 

Man of the match 
went to James Austin 
after a lively display. 

Many thanks to 
Lafarge Cement 

(Aberthaw works), 

Kinsale Stone Co 
(Wales) Ltd for sponsor¬ 
ship of the team and the 
continued and valued 
support from Roy and 
Cyndy at the Four Bells, 
St Athan. 

HD 


Under-9s are making progress 



LEFT: 
Cowbridge 
under-9s, 
who per¬ 
formed 
well 

against St 
Peter’s in 
Cardiff. 


COWBRIDGE under-9s 
visited St Peter’s in Cardiff 
and, at last, recent shows of 
considerable promise came 
to fruition in two excellent 
performances. 

Game one - St Peter’s 0 
Cowbridge 8. 

The teamwork was unrecognis¬ 
able from the beginning of the 
season. St Peter’s started in pos¬ 
session, but good defence led to a 
turnover which ended some time 
later with a try for Oliver Jarmain. 

Shortly after, again from a 
turnover, Jake Williams crossed 
for Cowbridge’s second try. 

Cowbridge’s speed of thought 
was epitomised by a great move 
on the blind side of a scrum, start¬ 
ed by Jake Williams, which almost 
resulted in a try for Harry 
Whittaker. 

Soon after, David Harris scored 
Cowbridge’s third try. 

There then followed a lengthy 
period of Cowbridge pressure, and 
finally Charlie Locke won the ball 
on the ground and Cowbridge 
scored their fourth try through 
loan Davies, who is one of the 


most quietly consistent players in 
the team. 

In the second half, the boys 
maintained the same level. All 
action Jake Williams contributed 
two further tries, with Jack Reilly 
and Rhys Williams scoring the 
remaining two. 

Game two - St Peter’s 4 
Cowbridge 9 

Cowbridge continued in the 
same vein, largely overrunning St 
Peter’s and showing tremendous 
commitment. 

The first try was scored by Jay 
Downes, followed by one shortly 
after by Harri Howkins. One per¬ 
son who didn’t score a try but who 
played his part defensively was 
Elis Greenwood, who at one point 
made four tackles consecutively. 

Defensive efforts such as this 
led to the ball being turned over 
for a further try for Jay Downes. 
Possibly the high point of the 
morning was a tremendous break 
for a try by Dewi Williams. 

St Peter’s responded by scoring 
their first try of the day for a half 
time score of 4-1 to Cowbridge. 

Just after the break, St Peter’s 
scored from long distance. Tom 


Pugh made an excellent break, fol¬ 
lowed by a couple of excellent 
tackles. 

It was then the Harri Howkins’ 
show, as he scored three consecu¬ 
tive tries. 

One of these followed excellent 
teamwork with a number of play¬ 
ers supporting the ball carrier, and 
for another he showed great 
strength to force his way over. 

St Peter’s scored two further 
tries and the game finished with 
two for Cowbridge by James 
Gilvear who on each occasion 
showed great determination to get 
over the line. 

The coaches’ work on move¬ 
ment of the ball is clearly paying 
off. 

Squad: Iwan-Thomas Bartle, 
Sam Coates, loan Davies, Jay 
Downes, Gruff Ford, James 
Gilvear, Matthew Gilvear, Elis 
Greenwood, David Harris, Robbie 
Hawkins, Harri Howkins, Oliver 
Jarmain, Aled Leitch, Charlie 
Locke, Joe Marshman, Tom Pugh, 
Jack Reilly, Harry Whittaker, 
Dewi Williams, Jake Williams and 
Rhys Williams. 

JS 



Included in the picture are: Rhys Webb (Ospreys), Jessica Richards, Katie Gunston, Tom 
Howies, Hugo Billington, Ben Owen, Sam Pickford, Chris Perrier (5x60 officer). 
Jade Williams (200m runner), Jodie Ackland, Ellie Atkinson, Erin Hayes, Emma Young, 
Megan Davies, Rebecca Bown and Chloe Phillips. 


Llantwit Comprehensive 
School sports presentation 


LLANTWIT Major physical education 
department recently held its sports pres¬ 
entation evening. 

This gave the department an opportunity to cele¬ 
brate its many successes from the previous year, 

Cowbridge under- 
13s step up form 


both academic and sporting. 

As always, the event was kindly supported by 
local sporting personalities and the department 
would like to thank Ospreys’ scrum half Rhys Webb 
and Jade Williams, Welsh 200m sprinter, for their 
involvement in making it such a memorable evening 
for parents and pupils alike. 

The evening began with gymnastic displays from 
Sara Belezny, Ellen Jenkins, Chelsea Dawes and 
Tamara Pitt. 


It was followed by the presentation of more than 
100 awards, including player of the year for all 
sports played competitively in school; junior and 
senior sports personalities; a 5x60 award for partic¬ 
ipation; endeavour awards for those who make a 
significant contribution to the sporting lives of oth¬ 
ers in school; and a celebration of international hon¬ 
ours. 

RAF engineer 
is on a ’wave 



V_/ 

PICTURED: CT Lee Medway in action 


IN A MONTH of 
mixed fortunes, 
Cowbridge under- 
13s finally showed 
their full potential 
with a comprehen¬ 
sive display of 
rugby to beat 
Pontyclun 43-0. 

The home side played 
as a team for the first 
time this season, with the 
pack functioning as an 
unit and the backs show¬ 
ing speed and flair to out¬ 
class their opponents. 

The Cowbridge for¬ 
wards got the upper hand 
from the kick off and it 
was inevitable that a try 
would not be long com¬ 
ing. 

Within five minutes, 
the ball sped along the 
line to wing Sean Davies, 
who sprinted 30 metres 
to score under the posts. 

Osian John was able to 
release his backs and cre¬ 
ate opportunities not seen 
in previous games, and a 
second try quickly fol¬ 
lowed. 

Eull back Charlie 
Pegrum came into the 
line and, after drawing 
his man, perfectly pro¬ 
vided a try-scoring pass 
for Harrison Stevens. 

Centre Michael 
Thomas added a well- 
worked third try before 
half time to give 
Cowbridge a 19-0 lead 


LLANTWIT Major 
under-lOs football 
team have been 
playing some excel¬ 
lent football. 

The team started under 
the leadership of coach 
Ewan Wheatley last sea¬ 
son, and this season have 
been lucky enough to 
have sixth former Eraser 
Wheatley as coach and 
Ewan as assistant coach. 

The boys have worked 
with commitment and 
discipline through train¬ 
ing and matches since the 


(two conversions by Cai 
Evans). 

Outstanding in the for¬ 
wards during the first 
half were James Waters, 
Owain Jenkins and Tom 
Edwards. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with a bang as No 8 
Dan Bunney scored a 
fine individual try to 
increase the home side’s 
lead. 

Sean Davies added his 
second try to the score 
sheet shortly afterwards 
and Rhys Beynon scored 
Cowbridge’s sixth try 
with 10 minutes remain¬ 
ing. 

Pontyclun refused to 
give up, despite being 
under continual to pres¬ 
sure and came close scor¬ 
ing on a few occasions 
but good tackling by Ben 
Terry, Charlie Martin and 
Tomos Evans-Williams 
kept the scoresheet clean. 

With a few minutes 
left, replacements Ollie 
Rampling and Will 
Couzins set up a ruck 
from which second row 
Josh Evans picked up 
and forced his way over 
for the final try. 

Cai Evans, who kicked 
well throughout the 
game, converted a further 
two tries to see 
Cowbridge through to 
their biggest win of the 
season. 


end of the summer break, 
and secured a 9-1 win 
against opponents Dinas 
Raiders last weekend. 

The team really 
deserve a pat on the back 
for their team spirit and 
hard work, which is now 
bringing the reward of 
more consistent perform¬ 
ances and winning 
matches! 

The boys would like to 
say a huge thank you to 
both Ewan and Eraser for 
their motivational input 
and coaching. 

LP 


MOD St Athan 
windsurfer Chief 
Technician Lee 
Medway secured 
third place at his 
first attempt at the 
2011 UK Masters 
wave competition 
series, run by the 
British Wavesailing 
Association (BWA). 

The four nations’ 
series started in May and 
saw Lee complete back- 
to-back rounds in 
Anglesey and Brandon 
Bay in Ireland, before the 
summer break. 

After a five-month 
gap, the tour reconvened 
on Tiree in the Scottish 
Hebrides. 

The remote and 
exposed island saw the 
competitors brave 
Atlantic storm-force 
wind and waves to com¬ 
pete for the‘Tiree Wave 
Classic’ title. 

CT Medway said: 
“Without the encourage¬ 
ment and support of 
Royal Air Eorce Sailing 
Association (RAESA) 
and the other members of 


the RAE team, I wouldn’t 
have been able to do it. 

“My confidence grew 
as the tour progressed, 
which was really handy 
because conditions 
became much more chal¬ 
lenging as the competi¬ 
tion worked its way 
through the four event 
series.” 

The final round at 
Gwithian, Cornwall saw 
Lee among a record- 
breaking number of com¬ 
petitors, battling it out in 
mast-high waves and a 
kit smashing shore- 
break. 

Jim Brooks-Dorsett, 
BWA event organiser 
said: “It’s been great to 
see such a good team of 
guys from the RAE on 
the BWA wave tour. 
Their sailing has gone 
from strength-to- 

strength, with regular top 
results in the Amateurs 
and Masters, and some of 
the best team spirit we’ve 
seen on the tour! These 
guys are real characters 
and do a fantastic job of 
helping to push the sport 
in the UK!” 

JB 


Llantwit under- 
10s thank coaches 
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ICOWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SPORTS REPORT 


The girls came back as champions! 



ON November 20, 
the school attended 
the Inter-schools’ 
Cross Country 
Championships in 
Brecon. 

The event is held for 
all the schools in Wales, 
and is well attended by 
hundreds of pupils. 
Furthermore, the stan¬ 
dard is outstanding. 

In the under-14s boys 
race, Tom Wright, Rhys 
Bradshaw, Sam Corkill, 
Josh Peterson, Dewi 
Bennett, and Luke 
Jenson-Brown came 
fifth overall, and were 
only two places away 
from fourth place. 

In the under-16s boys 
race, Alex Love and 
Rian Thomas ran indi¬ 
vidually, and finished 
the race very respectful¬ 
ly in 43rd and 51st 
place. 

In the under-14s girls 
race, Selina Radcliffe, 
Lowri Morgan, 

Rhiannon Medicott, 
Seren Allen, Cerys 
Bradsaw, Alicia 
Thomas, Ffion Vickers 
and Niamh Jenkins all 
raced. 

The girls finished 
fifth overall, but a big 
congratulations has to 
go out to Seren Allin 
who came in second. 
With 108 girls taking 
part, this was an 
immense effort and an 
excellent performance. 

In the under-16s girls 
race, Ela Emyr, Rebecca 
Thomas, Nadine James, 
Alice Tudor and Brooke 
Cryer all ran a fantastic 
race. So fantastic, in 
fact, that the girls fin¬ 
ished as the top team, 
and brought home the 
championship. 

Cowbridge have not 
managed to win this 
championship in three 
years, but now it will 
hold an impressive spot 
in the school’s trophy 
cabinet. 

In the senior race, 
Jessica Jaques, Bethan 
White, Melissa 
Gooding, and Eiona 
Bray did not do as well 
as the year-9 girls, but 
still managed to come 
second overall, and 
were runners-up in the 
championship. 

NETBALL 

THE year-7 and 8 net- 
ball team played 
against Brynteg at 
home on Wednesday, 
November 24. 

The year-7 team got 
off to a solid start, scor¬ 
ing the first goal of the 
match from Selina 
Radcliffe at GA. 
Excellent defence from 
Eleanor Lewis at GK, 
Bethan Lowrie at GD 
and Hannah Sloan at 
WD, ensured Brynteg 
were denied shooting 
opportunities and the 
score was 5-0 at half 
time. 

In the second half, 
Brynteg made some ini¬ 
tial changes which made 
the game a much more 
closely-fought contest. 
Great attacking play and 
feed into the circle from 
Robyn Edwards at C 
provided a vital oppor¬ 


tunity for Kaya 
Vandermeer at GS to 
capitalise and secure a 
final goal for 
Cowbridge. 

The year-8 team got 
off to a flying start, 
surging ahead to 12-0 
by half-time. The girls 
showed flare and variety 
in attack and strength 
and depth in defence to 
deny Brynteg scoring 
opportunities. 

In the second half, a 
complete change of 
positions for the 
Cowbridge girls tested 
their knowledge and 
skill. The girls per¬ 
formed exceptionally 
well, despite defence 
playing as shooters and 
attackers playing as 
defenders, displaying 
their excellent level of 
skill and composure. 

The final score was 18-1 
to Cowbridge. 

Senior netball - The 
senior netball team con¬ 
sisting of year-11, 12 
and 13 players, compet¬ 
ed in the President’s 
Cup tournament at 
Whitchurch High 
School on Monday, 
November 21. 

Cowbridge played 
against Howells, St 
David’s College and 
Plasmawr in the pool 
rounds - three strong 
and experienced teams. 
Against Plasmawr, 
Cowbridge displayed 
strength in attack, secur¬ 
ing goals at each scoring 
opportunity and capital¬ 
ising on turnovers. 

However, the 
Plasmawr GA was 
strong and accurate, 
enabling them to forge 
ahead in the closing 
minutes. Cowbridge 
lost 7-5. 

Against a mature St 
David’s team, 
Cowbridge showed 
strength and depth in 
defence, with excellent 
interceptions coming 
from Bethan Sloan at 
GK, Molly Lamb at GD 
and Caitlin Allin at WD 
to keep Cowbridge in 
contention. 

A change at half-time 
saw Liz Whitehouse 
move out of position to 
GA, alongside Main 
Boxall at GS, which 
added pace and flair to 
the game and 
Cowbridge took the lead 
6-5. 

A determined St 
David’s team quickly 
equalised and the score 
remained 6-6 in the 
closing stages of the 
game. 

Unfortunately, St 
David’s had one more 
centre pass to take and 
secured the final goal 
seconds before the final 
whistle, taking the score 
to 7-6. 

In the third game, 
Cowbridge faced 
Howells, who had con¬ 
vincingly beaten all 
other teams during the 
tournament. The experi¬ 
ence of Lily Crane at C 
and Olivia Brooks at 
WA ensured the 
Cowbridge team 
remained composed 
against a confident team 
and the score was level 
at 4-4 at half-time. 


In the second half, 
Howells played with 
true style, with many of 
their county players tak¬ 
ing to the court to 
ensure they qualified for 
the finals. 

They proved simply 
too strong and the game 
ended 8-6. Despite los¬ 
ing all three matches, 
the Cowbridge team 
played extremely well 
and put in very gritty 
performances, only nar- 
rowingly missed out on 
each win. Well done 
girls! 

Player of the tourna¬ 
ment: Liz Whitehouse. 

SKIING 

COWBRIDGE 
Comprehensive girls 
ski Team A and Team 
B, and Team A boys, 
travelled to Edinburgh 
for the British Schools 
Artificial Ski 
Championships. 

The boys’ team was 
Jamie and Nicky 
Griffiths, Harry Hopkins 
and Ben Thomas. Ben 
Thomas had an excel¬ 
lent day; both his first 
and second run pro¬ 
duced great times of 
36.69 and 36.00 finish¬ 
ing in 25th placed over¬ 
all. 

Harry Hopkins also 
had two consistent runs, 
his first time was 38.47 
and second was 38.21, 
finishing in 34th place 
overall. 

Jamie Griffiths had a 
first run of 38.79 and 
second run of 39.66, 
giving Jamie an overall 
time of 78.45, placing 
him in 39th place. 

Unfortunately, Nicky 
Griffiths fell on his first 
run and on the second 
run finished in 47 sec¬ 
onds. There were 100 
competitors in the race. 
The team came 11th 
overall out of 25 teams. 

In the girls race, 
Emily Hopkins, Amy 
Taylor, Sarah Williams 
and Hannah Taylor 
made up the A Team 
and Manon Thomas, 
Amy Oliver, Olivia 
Brown and Caitlin Jones 
made up the B Team. 

Emily Hopkins had 
an exceptionally quick 
first run with 33.01, 
posting the second 
fastest time of the day. 
However, in her second 
run a gate was missing, 
impeding Emily’s race 
and she had to stop and 
hike around another gate 
so she finished with 
39.92. This gave Emily 
an overall time of 72.93, 
coming sixth. 

Sarah Williams had a 
better first run then sec¬ 
ond, completing the race 
in 37.70 and 41.66 with 
an overall time of 79.36, 
coming 24th. 

Amy Taylor had a fall 
in her first run and had 
to hike back up the 
course to complete the 
gates; in her first run 
she completed in 51.57 
and the second was in 
42.03, coming 51st 
overall. 

Caitlin Jones had her 
first experience at the 
British Schools and per¬ 
formed really well with 
times of 46.94 and 


54.37, coming 58th 
overall. 

Olivia Brown was 
consistent with 56.09 
and 55.58, coming 67th. 

Hannah Taylor and 
Amy Oliver both had 
falls and had to hike 
back up the hill. Hannah 
completed the course in 
124.76 and 94.40, com¬ 
ing 74th and Amy com¬ 
pleted in 60.04 and 
197.31 coming 75th. 

Unfortunately, Manon 
Thomas was disquali¬ 
fied in her first run due 
to missing a gate; 

Manon made up for this 
with a good second run 
of 56.73. A total of 75 
racers finished both 
runs. The girls A team 
finished ninth and B 
team 18th out of 23 
teams. 

FOOTBALL 

ON November 22, the 
year-8 football team 
played a very strong 
Eitzalan team, at 
home. 

The game was the 
second round of the 
Cardiff and Vale Cup, 
and there was no room 
for error. 

Cowbridge made the 
better start, and after a 
few unsettled minutes, 
were controlling the 
centre of the pitch and 
looked like the better 
team. The first goal 
came about from a 
cross/shot from David 
Bear. David struck the 
ball from around 30 
yards out, and it looped 
over the goalkeeper for 
a Ronaldiniho-like fin¬ 
ish. 

After this, Cowbridge 
kept on pressing, with 
David Bear again play¬ 
ing some lovely balls 
out to the wingers Sean 
Davies and Josh 
Peterson and over the 
defence to Aaron 
Griffiths and Jay Munn. 

The second goal was 
a great strike from Sean 
Davies. With Jay and 
Aaron giving the 
defence no time to set¬ 
tle, the ball spilled to 
Sean, who hit it straight 
into the top right-hand 
comer. 

Cowbridge looked in 
control until Eitzalan 
responded and turned a 
deflected shot into the 
goal. Cowbridge were 
not happy with conced¬ 
ing and Aaron restored 
the lead to two when he 
tapped the ball into the 
net with a typical strik¬ 
er’s goal. At the end of 
the half, the scores fin¬ 
ished 3-1. 

The second half start¬ 
ed, and the game was 
turned on its head. 
Cowbridge went from 
being in control, to 
being nervous on the 
ball, and could not 
maintain possession. 
Eitzalan looked like a 
totally different team, 
and so did Cowbridge. 

Eitzalan were con¬ 
stantly on the attack, 
and had around 15 shots 
in the second half, scor¬ 
ing two unanswered 
goals, and the game was 
balanced on a knife 
edge. With both sets of 
players, coaches, teach¬ 


ers and parents biting 
their nails, the game 
came to a close, and the 
scores were level. 

This meant that in 
almost complete dark¬ 
ness, the game would be 
decided on penalties. 

In the shootout, 
Cowbridge were flaw¬ 
less. Jay Munn, Duncan 
Ace, David Bear and 
Harrison Stevens 
stepped up and slotted 
away their penalties 
with ease. Charley 
Martin was then left to 
save the day and he did, 
saving two penalties, 
and Cowbridge were 
through. 

Player of the match: 
Jay Munn. 

BASKET 

BALL 

5x60 Tournament KS3 
- The KS3 team 
entered the tourna¬ 
ment knowing they 
had a tough road 
ahead. 

Eollowing in the foot¬ 
steps of last year’s team 
(a championship win¬ 
ning squad) they had a 
lot to live up to. 

Despite facing 
throughout the whole 
day opposing teams of 
bigger, tougher, older 
and more experienced 
players, the Cowbridge 
boys never let their 
heads down, even once. 
When faced with big 
deficits and seemingly 
overmatched in many 
areas, they stayed 
together as a team. 

Sterling work was 
done by everyone. 
Callum Marlow and 
Josh Evans stood then- 
ground against bigger 
opponents in the post 
and defended well. Ben 
Terry and Sean Davis 
manned the point and 
led the team. 

Cai Evans, Tomos 
Evans-Williams, Moses 
Gee and Henry Jones all 
brought a lot of firepow¬ 
er to the wings. Year-9’s 
David Humphreys and 
Ben Jones carried the 
scoring load for the 
team. 

In its first two match¬ 
es, the side faced Barry 
Comprehensive and then 
St Richard Gywn. Both 
sides were full of year-9 
players and wasted little 
time making sure the 
Cowbridge players 
knew how much smaller 
they were. 

In both games, 
Cowbridge managed to 
stay composed and 
despite a frantic pace 
and physical play, and 
the final scores (20-6 
loss to Barry Comp, 14- 
3 loss to St Richard 
Gwyn) didn’t truly 
reflect the nature of the 
games. 

The final match, 
against St Cyres, was a 
different case altogether. 
Having faced a day of 
tough opposition, the 
Cowbridge squad 
remade themselves as a 
defensive minded unit, 
holding St Cyres to only 
five points, with three of 
those coming from tacti¬ 
cal fouls by Cowbridge. 

David Humphreys 
and Ben Jones put up 


eight points between 
them, and Cowbridge 
built an early lead and 
then cemented it with 
some timely second half 
baskets. 

With one victory 
under their belt, and a 
lot of invaluable experi¬ 
ence gained, the 
Cowbridge KS3 squad 
ended the day in an 
upbeat mood. 

KS4 - Coming off 
the back of a highly suc¬ 
cessful 2010-2011 cam¬ 
paign as a KS3 team, 
the Cowbridge KS4 
team, made entirely of 
year-10 boys, was look¬ 
ing to start the year 
strong and set a tone 
going forward. 

That was achieved 
with the team winning 
three of its four games, 
and only being beaten 
by the eventual tourna¬ 
ment winners, St 
Richard Gwyn, in what 
was effectively the final. 

The team started 
slowly in its first game 
against Barry. 
Cowbridge’s opponents 
built a small lead and 
the starting five, Alex 
Greaves, Sean Rowland, 
Matt Roberts, George 
Griffiths and Harry 
Stubbington, struggled 
to find a rhythm. 

The team hung on 
and by half-time man¬ 
aged to tie the game. 
Declan Thomas was a 
big reason for that. 
Coming off the bench 
with a lot of grit and 
determination, he 
brought a lot of little 
things to the floor and 
the team’s play, doing 
all the small things that 
make an offence work. 

Cowbridge slowly 
pulled ahead and out¬ 
worked their opponents, 
ending the game with a 
solid and well earned 
28-21 victory. Barry 
were a strong side, with 
a number of talented 
players but they could¬ 


n’t handle the team play 
Cowbridge brought to 
the court. 

In game two, 
Cowbridge started the 
game far more in con¬ 
trol, outworking their 
opponents St Cyres. An 
early lead was Wilt 
behind the superb defen¬ 
sive effort of Sean 
Rowland, who effective¬ 
ly stopped the oppo¬ 
nent’s fast breaks with 
repeated steals. 

Matt Roberts and 
George Griffiths did 
most of the scoring 
work, with Matt break¬ 
ing down defenders on 
the perimeter and get¬ 
ting to the basket, and 
George scoring repeat¬ 
edly on hustle plays, 
running out on fast 
breaks and cleaning up 
the boards. 

The St Cyres squad 
stayed in it and came 
out strong in the second 
half. Their renewed 
tenacity was partly their 
undoing however, as 
over aggressive post 
defence meant that 
Cowbridge drew repeat¬ 
ed shooting fouls, and 
found ways to score 
even when the shots 
weren’t dropping. 

Once again. Declan 
Thomas came off the 
bench to hold the team 
together, playing hard 
and strong to help hold 
off St Cyres in a 26-24 
victory. 

The next opponent 
were Stanwell, who 
were coming in well 
rested. The Cowbridge 
side had hit their stride 
now and, led by starting 
point guard Alex 
Greaves, were now 
playing to its strengths. 
The game was effective¬ 
ly won in the first quar¬ 
ter as Cowbridge poured 
in 20 unanswered 
points, clamping down 
hard on defence and 
repeatedly scoring on 
the break. 


Stanwell were over¬ 
whelmed and remained 
almost scoreless for the 
entire first half, manag¬ 
ing only one basket. 
Much of that was the 
result of Harry 
Stubbington being a 
deterring presence on 
the block, and repeated¬ 
ly hitting the guards 
with passes that started 
fast breaks. 

With their minds 
turning to the next game 
Cowbridge got a little 
overconfident, briefly 
letting Stanwell back 
into the game. The 
squad pulled it together 
in the final quarter and 
ended strongly, going on 
to win 32-12. 

In the final game of 
the day, playing the 
other unbeaten side in 
the tournament, St 
Richard Gwyn, 
Cowbridge finally met 
its match. Overcoming a 
slow start the boys ral¬ 
lied back to tie by the 
end of the first quarter 
and then took a brief 
lead early in the second. 

At this point, the 
opposition turned up the 
pressure, playing some 
tough well organised 
defence stopping 
Cowbridge from execut¬ 
ing. At the other end 
they kept finding open 
players for good shots, 
picking their moments 
and scoring. 

The game began to 
get out of reach of 
Cowbridge, especially 
as Declan Thomas 
limped off with cramps, 
Alex Greaves struggled 
with foot problems and 
the team as a whole 
grew weary, having just 
five minutes break 
between this and prior 
game. 

A late rally was short¬ 
lived and St Richard 
Gwyn won a well 
deserved 40-25 victory. 
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Reindeer parade draws thousands of people 
to Cowbridge with start of the festive season 





IN the 12 year history of the Cowbridge 
Reindeer Parade no crowd has been as big as 
this year’s turnout with estimates running at 
between 20,000 and 25,000 visitors. 

As you can see from Glyn Evans’ images, there 
are few things in life that bring as much joy as the 
beginning of the Christmas season. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

Other pictures are 
available from this event. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail glynevans01@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 01446 773225. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 




' X 
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FESTIVE TIME FOR BARRY CHOIR 


VALE MAYOR’S CAROL CONCERT 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Mayor invites the public to start Christmas cele¬ 
brations with a carol concert at St Mary’s Church, Holton Road, Barry, on 
December 8 at 7pm, with the Vale of Glamorgan Band, Barry Male Voice 
Choir, Gladstone Road Primary School Choir and the Llamau Choir. 

Ticketsa are £5 from the Mayor’s Office on 01446 709301. All proceeds to 
Llamau. 


FOLLOWING the 
choir’s recent appearance 
at St David’s Hall, 
Cardiff, as part of The 
British Heart 

Foundation’s fundraising 
concert, Barry Male 
Voice Choir is now in the 
final stage of a busy 
Christmas period. 


Having already sung at 
Llandough Hospital, at the 
Advent Concert at St David’s 
Church, Colcot and at the 
switch-on of the High Street 
lights, the choir will shortly per¬ 
form at Barry Hospital, Barry 
Island Residential Home, the 
VCVS Open Door Event and 
the Vale Mayor’s Christmas 
Concert. 

On Saturday, December 3 at 


2.30pm in All Saints Church, 
Barry, the choir will join the 
RAF St Athan Voluntary Band 
for its Christmas concert, which 
this year is in aid of the Marie 
Curie Hospice, Penarth. 

The choir’s final charity 
event will be held from 7pm on 
December 19 at Wetherspoon’s 
Sir Samuel Romilly, in aid of 
CLIC, the Sir Malcolm 
Sargent’s children’s cancer 


charity. 

After a well-earned 
Christmas break, practices will 
restart at Holy Trinity Church 
Hall, Trinity Street, Barry on 
January 5 at 7.30pm. New 
members are always welcome. 

Contact www.barry- 

malevoicechoir. co. uk/www. bar- 
rymalevoicechoir.co.uk; or 
telephone 01446 402398. 
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First team 
cruise to win 


Ben Read sets his backs in motion 
PHOTOS by JULIE HANCOCK 



Pencoed's Aaron Halse eyes the break. 


FORTUNE 
favoured Pencoed 
in the opening 
moments, the visi¬ 
tors hitting the 
upright with a 
penalty chance. 

Territorially Pencoed 
were on top in the first 
quarter into a stiff 
breeze, and opened their 
account with a try from 
back row forward Aaron 
Halse. Outside half Marc 
Davies added a difficult 
conversion. 

Pencoed continued to 
attack and got further 
reward with front row 
forward Nicky Hawkins 
crossing and Davies 
added the conversion. 

Morriston hit back 
with a lineout catch and 
drive to score in the cor¬ 
ner. The visitors then 
missed a relatively easy 


PENCOED 33 
MORRISTON 5 


penalty, and at the inter¬ 
val Pencoed led 14-5. 

Pencoed struck early 
in the second half, cen¬ 
tre Lloyd Ryland 
straightening a move, 
before setting up his 
wing Glen Hiscocks 
with a well timed pass 
for Hiscocks to race over 
wide out; Davies slotted 
a superb conversion in 
the now deteriorating 
conditions underfoot. 

Pencoed were now 
playing with confidence, 
and scrum half Ben 
Read showed good skills 
in the difficult condi¬ 
tions for Halse to capi¬ 
talise for his second try, 
which Davies converted 
for a 28-5 lead. 

Replacement Jamie 


Williams soon got into 
action with a fine tackle, 
and then showed his 
pace with a fifty metre 
counter, only for 
Hawkins to be held up 
over the line. 

Pencoed wrapped up 
the match with Read 
crossing wide out for a 
final scoreline of 33-5, 
Nicky Hawkins getting 
the Coed-yr-Mwstwr 
man of the match award. 

Due to the eagerly 
anticipated Wales v 
Australia international 
on Saturday, when inci¬ 
dentally Pencoed hold a 
‘past & present players’ 
evening on the eve of the 
match (December 2), 
Pencoed return to action 
with a friendly at 
Bridgend Sports on 
Saturday, December 10. 



Porthcawl youth 
come out on top 



Porthcawl youth 
welcomed Tonna to 
South Road in a 
friendly fixture on a 
blustery afternoon. 

With a number of 
players absent due to 
Ospreys under-18s and 
other commitments, the 
young seaweeds were 
still able to put a good 
side on the field. 

From the start it was 
evident that Porthcawl 
were the better side 
when the ball was spread 
across the backs, howev¬ 
er the visitors strength 
was in their large pack 
which they used well 
throughout the game. 

What materialised 
was a very good and 
competitive match that 
was well supported and 
appreciated by the home 


PORTHCAWL YOUTH 29 
TONNA YOUTH 14 



crowd. 

Porthcawl scored five 
tries through Thomas 
Matthews, Evan 

Williams, James Legg, 
Lloyd Rosser Stanford 
and Jack Taylor; Huw 
Mitchell and Thomas 
Matthews were success¬ 


ful with a conversion 
each. 

Once again the young 
seaweeds fielded a side 
with all but one player 
being first year youth 
and once again they 
impressed all those 
watching. PB 


Pride despite 
a loss for 
the Athletic 

ST 



(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 48) 

Two minutes later he 
repeated the feat from 
the Athletic 22 to put 
his side clear at 13-7. 
The Athletic with four 
changes in the pack 
introducing prop Dan 
Suter, hooker Stuart 
Nation, lock Paul Jones 
and flanker Stuart 
Edbrooke kept the pres¬ 
sure on, but were 
unable to break down 
an organised Tata Steel 
defence and deserved 
more from the game 
than the losing bonus 
point they secured. 

Coach John Apsee 
stated that with per¬ 
formances like this and 
6 of the remaining 9 
games at home he can 
see a much improved 
second half of the sea¬ 
son. 

In some games this 
season the Athletic had 
beaten themselves with 
the wrong attitude, but 
this was the old deter¬ 
mined Athletic with a 
never say die attitude. 

There is now a 
league break until 
December 17 when 
another high flying side, 
Whitland, are the visi¬ 
tors. The Athletic will 


be looking for a friendly 
on December 10 when 
they have a bye in the 
first round of the 
Swalec Cup. 

The club would like 
to thank Mr Colin 
Shepherd of Assistmost 
for sponsoring the 
game. 

AB 



Phoenix under-15s in action in their first tournament 
PHOTOS by JULIE HANCOCK 

PHOENIX LEARN 
LESSONS AGAINST 
CARDIFF STUDENTS 


PHOENIX 
attacked from the 
outset in this devel¬ 
opment friendly 
match, centre 
Laura Robson 
showing good skill 
in passing out of the 
tackle to her wing 
Stephanie Niblett, 
who was brought 
down by the stu¬ 
dents cover 

defence. 

Phoenix outside half 
Robyn Wilkins pulled 
off a fine cover tackle on 
the University left wing 
when a score threatened. 

Home flanker Amy 
Stevens then showed 
good awareness, latch¬ 
ing onto a ricocheted 
ball to continue the 
attack, before play 
swung back to the 
Phoenix 22, second row 
Hannah Brunskill bring¬ 
ing off a try saving tack¬ 
le metres from her own 
line. 

The University con¬ 
tinued to attack and got 
their reward crashing 
over for a converted try 
at the posts to lead 0-7 at 
the end of the first twen¬ 
ty minute period, the 
match being played over 
four twenty minute peri¬ 
ods to aid development. 

Phoenix started the 
second period well with 
flanker Stevens to the 
fore with a big hit in 
midfield, before Robson 
seized on to a loose ball 


PENCOED PHOENIX 29 
CARDIFF UNIVERSITY 7 


and raced in from 22 
metres out, Wilkins con¬ 
verted. 

Good driving play 
from second row Liz 
Creffield put Phoenix on 
the attack, unfortunately 
the final pass did not go 
to hand on the overlap. 

Wilkins was again 
prominent in defence, 
halting the Students’ 
pressure with two fine 
tackles in successive 
attacks, before clearing 
her lines with a lengthy 
touch finder, and the sec¬ 
ond period closed with 
the match evenly bal¬ 
anced. 

Phoenix then took the 
lead with a fine 50 metre 
try from soccer convert 
Hannah Seward, who cut 
inside the last defender 
to score under the posts; 
Wilkins converted. 

Robson then pulled 
off a fine cover tackle, 
halting a dangerous 
University attack. 

Phoenix were now 
coming more and more 
into the match, their fit¬ 
ness holding up well in 
the now gluepot condi¬ 
tions, and a long pass 
from Wilkins gave 
Seward the opportunity 
to show her pace, and 
race in from twenty 
metres for the home side 
to lead 19-7 at the end of 
the third period. 

Stevens then 


increased the Phoenix 
lead, aggressively fend¬ 
ing off an attempted 
tackier thirty metres out, 
before breaking away 
for a superb score, tak¬ 
ing the last ditch tackle 
before grounding. 

Nerys Lloyd playing 
up front for the first time 
for Phoenix was having 
a good match, and got 
her just reward, Stevens 
dislodging the ball in the 
tackle for the supporting 
Lloyd to crash over for a 
final scoreline of 29-7. 

Phoenix flanker Amy 
Stevens deservedly 
received the Phoenix 
Property Agents player 
of the match award. 

Phoenix now have a 
mini break before con¬ 
tinuing their league pro¬ 
gramme with a home 
fixture against Blaenau 
Gwent on Sunday, 
December 11, 2.30pm 
kick-off at the 
Recreation Ground. 

Phoenix under-15 
fledglings in their first 
ever competition had a 
fine tournament at 
Maesteg RFC, winning 
two games, with one 
draw in the round robin 
10 -a-side tournament, 
and also fielded a second 
ten to accommodate 
their growing numbers. 

TR 


Ath under-11s break unbeaten run 


THE Ath under-lls played 
home to Carmarthen who 
had been unbeaten for the 
last two years. 

The hosts got the game under- 


of the game shortly after when he The Ath continued to pressure 
made a fantastic run to weave his the visitors and were rewarded 
way through the defence and with Dan O’Sullivan scoring, 
score; Fabian converted to make it He stepped up and converted 
35-0. his own try to reduce the score to 

j n- j More great attacking play saw 14-7 to the visitors, 

way and Dan O Sullivan scored 5 ^^ Carmarthen replied to make it 

straight after the kick off. Connor good passing set him free, 21-7, but credit to the Ath who 

Fabian converted to make it 7-0. , f .a . J a ^ a a 

The visitors recovered well, “t fan n continued to attack and Brandyn 

___ ____ A __make It 40-0. Fookes forced his way over to 

L; soL good hands set Dafydd f *h 

Beech to break free and score a ^an O Sullivan who crashed game Dan O Sullivan converted 
well taken try. Connor Fabian con- before the final to make the final score Bndgend 

verted to make it 14-0. whistle. Ath 14 Carmarthen 21. 

More pressure from the Ath saw Connor Fabian converted to Team: Thomas Anthony, Jack 
Dan O’Sullivan break the visitors’ the final score Bridgend Ath Obbard, Gwilym John, Teo Fillis, 

defence again to score, and 48, Carmarthen 0. Kasari Mehta, Ffion Revill, 

Connor Fabian converted to give Game two saw the Ath make Megan Webb, Connor Fabian, 
the Ath a 21-0 lead. several changes and the visitors Sion Vigus, Sam Veasey, Jack 

The second half saw the Ath who broke the deadlock with a Mustoe, Louis King, Lance Burn, 
score next with Sam Veasey pick- converted try to give them a 7-0 Brandyn Fookes, Jamie Marshall, 
ing up a loose ball to go over and half time lead. The visitors Dafydd Beech, Josh Tidy, Thomas 
score. extended their lead in the second Reed, Taine Waite, Jack Jenkins, 

Connor Fabian converted mak- half after running the length of the William Goodhall, Dan 
ing it 28-0. field to score a converted try, mak- O ’Sullivan, James Hermoille. 

Sam Veasey scored his second ing it 14-0. BR 
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Local kickboxers 
pass their black 
belt tests in style 



Training at Bridgend Warriors 
with Gemma James 


RECENTLY, stu¬ 
dents from Welsh 
Kickboxing Union 
(WKU) earned first 
and second degree 
black belts follow¬ 
ing a gruelling two- 
day training and 
examination that 
lasted a total of 12 
hours. 

Students were expect¬ 
ed to pass six categories 
which included fitness, 
technique, pad work, 
sparring, patterns and 
weapons, fitness and 
technique tests, includ¬ 
ing 12 two-minute 
rounds of skipping, fol¬ 
lowed by a programme 
of sit ups, press ups, 
squat jumps and such 
like. 

The day ended with 
students breaking boards 
with elbows, punches 
and kicks and finally 
showing their under¬ 
standing of Korean kick¬ 
boxing terminology. 

All students success¬ 
fully passed the grading, 
and examiner Jeff Copp 
(7th degree black belt 
and president of WKU) 
said it was one of the 
best gradings he had 
overseen. 

Bridgend Warriors is 
an established kickbox¬ 
ing club above Cody’s in 
Bridgend, and instruc¬ 
tors, Jeff Copp, Claire 
Vicker and Gemma 
James (both 2nd degree 
black belts and skilled 
fighters) teach classes to 
all ages and abilities. 

Students have the 
opportunity to work 


their way through the 
belt system, and to take 
part in points, semi-con- 
tact and full contact 
fighting at local, national 
and worldwide level. 

The club have an 
excellent competition 
record with both junior 
and adults regularly 
bringing back gold from 
all competitions. 

Juniors Morgan Paget 
and Tia Lewis consis¬ 
tently return from com¬ 
petitions with gold 
medals. 

In the recent ‘Way of 
the Warrior’ full contact 
and take down competi¬ 
tion, Gemma James, 
Claire Vicker and Gethin 
Jones all succeeded in 
beating opposition who 
had travelled to Cardiff 
from all over Wales and 
England. 

Gemma James has 
gained herself a national 


reputation in the ring as 
the full contact fighter to 
beat, Claire Vicker fights 
points, semi contact and 
full contact, and again 
has proved herself the 
lady to beat. 

For those who would 
like to learn kick boxing 
skills and get fit without 
contact fighting, stu¬ 
dents are encouraged in 
a friendly, supportive 
atmosphere. 

Gemma James teach¬ 
es adults beginners and 
intermediates classes, as 
well as kickboxing cir¬ 
cuits. 

Claire Vicker teaches 
the children’s classes 
and cardio kickboxing, 
so if you’re looking to 
get fit, have some fun 
and learn something new 
come along, or visit 
www.kickboxingbrid- 
gend.co.uk. 

DA 


Pencoed under-lls 
show plenty of fight 


WITH nine players 
out of the squad, 
Pencoed under-lls 
just got a side 
together to meet 
local rivals 

Cowbridge. 

Pencoed narrowly lost 
their unbeaten record. 


with the boys fighting to 
the final whistle. 

During the first 10 
minutes, the teams 
seemed evenly matched, 
but Cowbridge showed 
their class and with quick 
ball they managed to put 
four tries on the score 
sheet with no reply. 


Pencoed under- 
15s in control 


PENCOED under- 
15s welcomed 
South Gower for 
their second 

Ospreys Cup game. 

South Gower had a 
big pack, but with good 
defence and attack from 
Pencoed, Rhys 

Brownsell was able to 
score the first try of the 
day, which was convert¬ 
ed by Alex King. 

Ellis Griffiths scored 
two more tries which 
ended the first half 17-0 
to Pencoed. 

The Pencoed pack 
battled hard, and had 
some good runs, which 
allowed Liam Bowen to 
score a try. 

With good tackling 
from Pencoed, the home 


pack was too much for 
theSouth Gower team 
and Jason Clatworthy 
was able to score the last 
try of the day, which was 
successfully converted 
by Alex King. 

The final score was 
29-0 to Pencoed. 

Squad: Scott Ewing, 
Jac Briggs, James 
Merchant, Josh 

Maunder, Morgan 
Jejferies, Lewis 

Brennan, Daniel 

Maiden, Rhys Brownsell, 
Jason Clatworthy, Alex 
King, Eliis Grijfiths, 
Lloyd Webb, Liam 
Bowen, Patrick Canham, 
Jordan Eox, Jamie Dyer, 
Aled Bargery, Cole 
Lewis, Kristen Morgan 
and Owain Clarke. 

JM 


After the half time 
team talk, the boys came 
out fighting scoring a 
quick try from the kick¬ 
off. 

Cowbridge then lost 
their form, were 
penalised for poor tack¬ 
ling technique and, after 
a series of tap penalties, 
Pencoed scored again. 

The Pencoed team did 
not let their heads drop 
and continued to play all 
the rugby, resulting in 
another two tries. 

Cowbridge dug deep 
though and scored again. 

However, after a series 
of errors again from 
Cowbridge it looked as if 
the Pencoed boys were 
going to come back with 
a dramatic draw but they 
could not get the ball to 
ground. 

Well done lads, we are 
all very proud of you. 
Final score Pencoed 28 
Cowbridge 35. 

Cowbridge then want¬ 
ed to play another game 
to give their large squad a 
run out, and both sides 
fielded a team of 10; 
those plucky boys kept 
their heads up and man¬ 
aged to snatch a convinc¬ 
ing win with a final score 
Pencoed 42- Cowbridge 
28. 

CB 



Athletic seconds defy the 
weather for a fine win 


THE first real win¬ 
try conditions of 
the year appeared 
for this league fix¬ 
ture. 

A strong wind and 
swirling rain made 
watching uncomfortable 
and the playing of open 
rugby a virtual impossi¬ 
bility as the Athletic 
Seconds travelled to the 
top of the Neath Valley 
for this league 
encounter. 

A number of recent 
regulars were missing 
such as Mike Hathaway 
with the first XV, and 
Ben Howe and Nick 
Hinton were also 
unavailable but on the 
plus side No 8 Sean 
Derrick was making a 
welcome return from 
injury. 

Playing into the wind, 
the Athletic were soon 
on the attack, but play 
was scrappy as the slip¬ 
pery ball played havoc, 
and the passing was less 
than accurate. 

Nevertheless after a 
period of sustained pres¬ 
sure the Athletic forced a 
five-metre scrum and 
Derrick took the oppor¬ 
tunity to pick-up and 
power over for the 
game’s opening score, 
which Tom Parry was 
unable to convert. 

There appeared to be 
an air of complacency in 
the Bridgend Athletic 
ranks as mis-communi- 
cation at the kick-off 
allowed Glynneath to 
mount an offensive. 

The home team kept 
play tight and sent 
attackers deep into 
Athletic territory where 
they too secured a five- 
metre scrum. 

A strong drive by the 
Athletic front row of 
Wayne Fooks, Huw 
Morris and captain 
Nathan Holman turned 
possession over for the 
Athletic; but as Parry 
drove play forward the 
possession was lost and 
Glynneath burrowed 
over for a well-deserved 
try that was converted to 
give them the lead. 

At this point much of 
the play was a lottery 
and was confined 
between the 22-metre 
lines. 

Eventually the visi¬ 
tors managed to get a 
foothold close to the 
Glynneath line and 
forced a penalty that 
Parry slotted over to 
give Athletic the half¬ 


GLYNNEATH 2NDS 

7 

BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 2NDS 

32 


time lead by one point. 

With slightly the bet¬ 
ter of the conditions in 
their favour, the Athletic 
opened the second half 
with a much more posi¬ 
tive game-plan. 

Good driving play by 
the forwards and inside 
backs drove Glynneath 
back to within 5 metres 
of their line. 

Again, Derrick picked 
up and his well-timed 
pass put fly-half Nick 
Jones over in the corner 
for a try, followed by a 
magnificent touch-line 
conversion by Parry. 

Craig Chalmers came 
on to the wing for 
Gareth Davies, while 
Rhys Evenden replaced 
Morris up front and play 


continued in the same 
vein, with makeshift 
flanker Lee Murphy put¬ 
ting in an outstanding 
performance and Harry 
Davies and Morgan 
Thomas supporting his 
efforts stoutly, while 
Callum McLeod roamed 
the field, linking and 
driving the play forward. 

Young scrum-half 
Owain Evans was grow¬ 
ing in confidence and 
soon spun quick ball 
wide. Centres Parry and 
Jonnie Mustoe trans¬ 
ferred the ball quickly to 
powerful wing Rod 
Davies, who smashed 
through the full-back 
and strode away from 
the covering defence for 
a good try. 


Minutes later the 
Athletic were again 
camped on the home 
line. A devastating for¬ 
ward shove resulted in a 
push-over try for 
Derrick to claim his sec¬ 
ond of the day - and the 
one that ensured a bonus 
point for the Athletic. 

Morgan Davies 
replaced Derrick and his 
introduction meant there 
was no let up of the pres¬ 
sure. 

Andrew Tyler entered 
the fray to replace Jones 
and Sean Ellis made his 
debut for the last 10 
minutes, giving Murphy 
a well-earned rest. 

With only seconds 
remaining, the ball 
reached Tyler on the 


right wing. He out¬ 
flanked the first line of 
defence before sliding a 
kick through. 

Some nifty foot¬ 
balling skills wrong 
footed the full-back and 
he chased through to 
claim a great score, 
which Parry converted. 

Another good win 
puts the Athletic right at 
the top of the league but 
with some tough fixtures 
on the horizon. 

Great news for the 
second team was that 
second-row Harry 
Griffiths has been 
named Bridgend 

Athletic senior player of 
the month. 

A well deserved acco¬ 
lade following some 
dynamic performances 
in the last few games by 
this hard-working and 
enthusiastic player. 

MD 


THE MULES GRIND OUT A 
SOLID WET WEATHER WIN 


KENFIG HILL 
Firsts played 

Kidwelly in atro¬ 
cious conditions at 
Kidwelly, with 
Kenfig playing into 
a howling wind 
which drove icy cold 
rain into their faces 
for the first half. 

The Mules adapted 
their play to suit the con¬ 
ditions and played a tight 
eight-man game which 
brought them close to 
scoring on several occa¬ 
sions. 

However, Kidwelly 
broke the deadlock with 
a penalty just before half 
time by outside half 
Leighton Walters. 

With the wind at their 
backs, Kenfig Hill played 
a slightly more expansive 
game in the second half 
and were rewarded with 
a try by scrum half Tom 
Briggs, who took the ball 
from a scrum on 
Kidwelly’s 22 and 
danced over the line, out- 
side-half Rhodri Clark 
converting. 

The conditions got 
worse and Kenfig kept 
the pressure on and Clark 
added three more penal¬ 
ties. 

Kidwelly tried a few 
passing moves but were 
thwarted by some top- 
rate tackling, particularly 
by Shaun Burnell, the 
Kenfig Hill right winger 



Centre Chris Tossell shows the way forward with props 
Gavin Jenkins and Gareth Edwards lending support. 

and centres Chris Tossell 
and Nicky Morgan. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 16 Kidwelly 3. 

For Kenfig Hill, No 8 
Steve Gillard had an out¬ 
standing game, with the 
rest of the pack dominat¬ 
ing a Kidwelly side noted 
for their scrummaging 
ability. 

We were all impressed 
by ace busketeer ‘Sat 
Nav’ Evans who man¬ 
aged to find his way to 
the ground without hav¬ 
ing to stop and ask for Hill stuck to the task and lowing knee surgery, put 
directions and, like a were rewarded with a 14- over two conversions, 
homing pigeon, also 0 victory. Richard Underhill had 

managed to find his way Veteran centre Alex a good game for Kenfig 
back to Kenfig Hill. Pearce scored a try, as Hill playing No 8, and 

Kenfig Hill Seconds v did Derwyn Rees who is substitute Michael Guy 
Bryn - This game, like returning from injury. shone when he came on, 
the Firsts, was played in Nicky Giles, who while Jamie Uren played 
awful conditions on the played his first game well at prop. 

Bryn pitch but Kenfig after a lengthy lay off fol- GO’S 



Tom Briggs dives over the line to score. 
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ID01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 


wvvw.onevisionltd.co.uk 


Barry Aerials 


TGn© /A®\rM 

msm mmm 

^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 




Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 
01656 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


v^/c&s’ 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
i«SraEffi|P^ * Reception Fixed 
C • OAP Discounts 

jIB * Additional TV Points 

W Installations 
^ * Free Home Visits 

1^ • Freesat Installations 



LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Caii us on 01446 439125 


'lijHiJJttJaiBg) s®[rai!a®s’ 



^Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Telephone Adrian on Barry 
^ 01446 747875 or 07999 331160 J 






PLANT HIRE lt. 

Ill VALi IMTUimtf CDimi, HAYIS RD, SULLY 


SALE 

Baiibim 

SERVICES 


* Kitchens • Bathrooms 

* Extensions • Plastering 

* Corpentry • Joinery 

* Roofing • Brickwork 

* Conservatories 

NO JOB : 

TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 7T1968 
07831 655429 


VALE BLINDSw^iud 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu B lin ds 


OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 


D 


STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNITS &4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

vwvw.starline-blinds.co.uk 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443^ TEL: (029) 2086 0631 



More BUILDING SERVICES next page 
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BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


IHM 

ypmj 


^ NAlUPAL 

Approveo ~ “ 



Stonemason/ • Individually Styled 
Stonework Conservatories 

Traditional • Specialists 
Brickwork in Extensions 


Save 10% on all pre-Christmas work 


07974110390 or 01650 052558 



365 BUILDING 
& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Building & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work) 

• Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build • Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 
References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 
Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 


365~^ 

CARPENTRY^ 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

'We do it air 


IfitswooJ 
PSm - we're 
CARPENTRY vetjf goodi 
Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


VflLE CARPETS 

*74e 

corner to^ (f<lcc 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLAnON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


Cl^iarJoofjA 

I I 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Origiiial Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


/STEVE AIREY\ 

Decorating Services 

Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 



* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* IVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 





f OOLIL 

Carpet Fitting 
Specialist & Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning 

Leather suite clean 
& free leather protection. 
Domestic, commercial & 
end of tenancy cleaning. 

07811 395145 
01446732933 




MPN Windows, your local Network $ 
^ VEKA member is ^recommended ^ 

^ by Steve Davis ^ ^ ^ 

* * sfe 0% FINANCE 


ID.GULLIVER 


First Class Painter I 

and Decorator 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


9 All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


Plastering 

and 

Decorating 

07723 024765 
01446 790621 , 


Brian flttlay 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 


01446 737695 
07930 157952 


Bevelled Front Doors £499 

IF ORDERED IN DECEMBER 

Window AND Door Repair Service 
Available 7 Days 
6 Windows Fitted from £1,495 
Composite Doors Fitted from £795 
French Doors from £795 
Conservatories from £3495 
Garage Conversions from £4500 





It 

A 1 

' CARDIFF SHOWROOM ^ 

Haa 1 

NOW OPEN 



^ Unit 2, Leckwith Road, Cardiff CFI 1 SAP j 

|| FREE BLINDS - FREETV’S - FREE PLAYSTATIONS | 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable > 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rommerdaC 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^ 

01446 771137 ^ & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmaiLcom 




I MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 
' 01446 439212«01656 648464*02920 508770 

www.mpnwindows E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Showroom at: I Oa Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3 | " 

Free conservatory design service available 




3HL 


Opening hours 9ani to 9pni 7 days a week 



Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

Mobile: _.B| 

07885 347642 I 


Approved Contractor 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


WlMfOMr nc UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services Est. 1978 
WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 



LECTRICAL SERVICES 

%idrew Lenihall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 
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LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 


Electrical Services 



Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 


dmre£fell@hotmail.co.uk 


INSTAUiPn 

ELECTR|0FL^ 

• All dectricaJ work undertaken 
•lestkie & InipectKMi 

• Fault Finding • InstaMations _ 

• MaIntainarKe • Repairs =. 


►-7^ 01446 411071 
"^ - 07816 091415 


NAPfT 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
® Bridgend 659354 ^ 07974 120082 




Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vwvw.gdsdoors.co.u k 



Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 

01446 700206/730884 



GasCauWu 


; Boiler Servicing | 
; and Repairs ; 

107980 

i. 091565 _ ] 


01446 774484 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and ean do the work at a sensible priee: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 
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APC 


Wales. Co. UK 


Loose/Bagged Sand. 
Stonedust + 10ml Chippings. 

All weighed with our onboard weighing scales. 


I PATIO SLABS from £1 per sq ftl 


Jim: 07724 815725 Chris: 07709 376934 


Coni|)lptP Capflen 

M.NClNCi • LJ»1 KIM • nu-l s li-u MI lKil.S 
AHD UV^ • H 4 1 KTHs A\D KTKl^ 

THvpKiifiv: tl-MA 419428 
nr 0771^5 611755 


MK 


Garden & 
Landscaping Services 




APPROVED MARSHALLS & NATURAL PAVING, DRIVEWAY AND PATIO INSTALLERS 


Approved 
Landscape 
Contractors 
& Driveway 
Installers 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED I 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references and portfolio available 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk | 


LOGS 

FOR 

SALE 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.coiii • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge cTS 

Vue V 

Tree SERiaas' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured' 


I P EOWA.RI>S 

RI^OfWiaiMC & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators ^ 


01-4^ 790127 07719 OOS520 


Q? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

— ^ 11 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
" Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements yC-l 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


R/Vflf icft ^ 

HortkMlIural o,>^cr7im 

Tel: 0144b 775602 Fax: 01446 77347b 
www.nverlea.co.uk 

MHusqvama 



[P®\W©CP 





^ower 

Flush 


Specialist 


Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 






ihe c^ri 


• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



'!K'flumhiriii 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

itaiOaM V 


GUY EORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


lj|rpRastering 

■111 I Services 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation .1 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 "•SB 

01446 740176 53440 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Plan your 2012 
marketing - 
call our team 
for advice. 

Ik.t^ HEM 

01446 774484 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.siLvevroofinq.co.uk flK 


JMC Ryan A Son 

RooRng tmvnHma 



SimURg muMt miRg 


u<P¥C Gmttmflug/Fmwoimm 


ChimRRf VBsgmif 

Q 

Lmmg Vmgmym / HRmh/ngB 

ftmi fhmfVRg 

m ^sigssrmsss 


Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


m 


Saturday 
Sam -1 pm 


REMOVE 


YCLE RE-USE 


Abaciis.^§^ Hire 

Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 


2 yard 

£79 

£63 

3 yard 

£89 

£71 - 

4 yard 

£99 - 


6 yard 

£119 m 

m £101 c 

8 yard 

£149^ 

P£121 , 

14 yard 

£189 

£140 U 



0800 


Prices not Inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


o 


365 

ROOFING 


4^ 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

'We do it air 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


ra 


Mini, Midi & Large Buiiders Skips| 

Delivered and Collected 
O Discount ONLY on hardcore skips w 
WASTE COLLECTIONS - ' 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading ^ 

Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF L 

B a Tel: 01446 421072 



First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


« GristtCiMl 

Driving School Ltd | 

• Lessons from £9.99 • Instructor tr aini ng 
Ira • Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

^S|.. 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

^ 0800 0280 406 

•BBsm _ www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 
Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality, Quick turnaround. 
Designer fabrics. Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


016S6 6S3004 or 07988 7S5698 

www.sofaicon.co.uk 


Established oy<^r 23years 

Filestifle' 

^ ^ ^ Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

□ 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 h I 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk .LJ | 






Blocked Drains? 

Emergency Drain Cleaning 
and Repair Service 

Local family business 

c;]^fa~st]];><:;reliabl^CI2477 

If you suspect you have a problem, 
call US for free advice 

• Sceptic tank maintenance 

and installation '' 

• CCTV surveys 01 446 

• Blockages cleared r-f-nnOQ 

• Dram repairs ODUUyO 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ i 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 , 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
Engiish, French and Spanish 
to both chiidren and aduits 
(beginners up to A-Levei). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


R.D.TMmg 
Services 4 

Tel: 01656 720446 
Mob: 07747 116067 
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DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 




Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 


tL 






We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 


UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 


We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 


Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


BEST CfISH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 



PUBLIC NOTICE 

Chris Davies Estate 
Agents are now in 
receipt of an offer for 
the sum of £165,000 
for 3, The Wheate 
Close, Rhoose. 

Anyone wishing to place an 
offer on this property should 
contact Chris Davies Estate 
Agents, 29 Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose on 01446 711900 
before exchange of contracts. 




The Cowbridge & Western Vale Group Practice 
Practice Nurse Vacancy 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a motivated 
experiencecf Practice Nurse to join our practice. 
Excellent Interpersonal skills and the highest clinical 
standards. Approximately 30 hours per week. 
Grade depending on experience. 

For Informal discussion telephone 01446 772383 

Medical Receptionist 

Part time flexible person required for unspecified hours. 
A smart appearance and excellent communication 
skills essential. 

For both posts please apply in writing to: 

Mrs Patrical Hold 
Cowbridge Health Centre 
The Broad Shoard, Cowbridge CF71 7DA 

Closing date for applications Friday, December 16th. 


GEM Family Notices 






FULL AND P/T 
CARE WORKERS 
REQUIRED 

IN THE VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN. 
Excellent rates of pay. 
Full training provided. 
Must be a car owner. 
Contact: 
Bluebird Care 
(Vale of Glamorgan) 
02920 590 444 




Cleaner 

available 

Years of experience. 
Reliable, trustworthy. 
High standards. 
References. 

Tel 01446 751988 
Mobile 07906 533039 


KTLgin 

^/Two Bedroom 
^ Mid Link House p 

StAthanPark 

Fully refurbished, 
new kitchen and bathroom. 

£475pcm 
Tel: 07814 641394 

rcTLEin 

Barry S 

Meadowvale Area 

Unfurnished 2 bed house. 
No pets, bond & 
references required. 

£575pcm 
Tel: 07791 510112 


DAD 

Happy 50th Birthday 

‘MAST’ 

4 December 2011 

ENJOY YOUR DAY! 

Lots of love Aaron, Kirsty, 
Luke & Carly xxx 


W A. Brown & Son 


Fiiticml Ihrtiliin 


2 * kvnn a Util a tnfwk 

Ktnocri pUtu • McaMraJ nsBoon 

lUnnvit Ma|or 01^46 7924H9 


O 


Happy BlMh Birthday 

Phil Vincent 

on December 4, 2011 

Mmwis m im<M 

With all my love, Sue. XXX 


Happy 50th Birthday 

COLLETTE; ’ ' 

for the 6th Decemlf^ 

All my Love, k 
Gareth x x x ^ 




¥lT4 I 




eii a 
H2uxling 

aee delighted to annniinre the safe_arrival of 


JACK 


Registered 
Childminder 
& Piano Tutor 

Has full/part time 
vacancies. 

Call Eva 

07526 355 452 or 
01446 750 474 


Close to 

Barry Town 

Unfurnished 3 bed house. 
No pets, bond & 
references required. 

£600pcm 
Tel: 07791 510112 





Born 1.53am on Sunday 20th 
November, 201 iT-weighing 61b 6ozs. 

A BROTHER FOR ELLIE. 


CONGRATULATIONS ““ 

©MOT ® MrmisM 

MELILIKS®!]©© 

on the Birth of their 
Beautiful Daughter 



SEASONED 

FIREWOOD 

Logs for Sale 
2 X Jumbo % p 

Sacks 
1X Large 

Pack of Kindling ^ 

£130 iA 

Free deliveiy within the Vale. 

Tel: 01443 629192 


TO LET 

CARDIFF 

INDUSTRIAL STORAGE/ 
WORKSHOPS 

RENTS FROM 
£450 per week 

07850 204481 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llaiitwit-maior-today.co.uk 

p()rtlicawi-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


Happy 18th Birthday 

Emily Bird 

for 6th December 
with lots of love 
from all the 
family 





iwMarjtWrtiSil 


Jayden Maker 

Happy 1st Birthday to a 
very special little boy 


29 November 2011 

Lots of love, Mummy, Daddy, 
Nanny & Gramps, Nanny & 
Bampy and all your family. 


on 26 November 2011 

Lots of Love, Mum, Dad, Kim Pian xxx 

JONES 

Arthur James 

Sue would l ik e to thank all her loving family and 
friends for the support given to her during her sad 
loss. Thanks also to everyone who made a donation 
in lieu of flowers to Help for Heroes. 

Special thanks to Reverend Melanie Prince for her 
warm, comforting and sincere service, as well as to 
A G Adams & Son, Funeral Directors for all their 
help and guidance. 



ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To 
take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 
or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


Hardwood 

Futon/Sofa 

with blue patterned mat¬ 
tress £90 ono 
01656 786482 


Argos Value 
Range Fridge 
Freezer 

Only 5 months old, 
4.27 cubic feet £90. 

Small Cream 
Chaise Longue £iso. 
07738 698838 


HOOKINS 

John David 

Suddenly at Wycombe General Hospital on Friday 
25th November, aged 68 years. Much loved husband 
of Nicci, dearly loved father to Ceri and Sian and 
adored grandfather to Ella, Caden, Caitlin and Maria. 
Funeral Service Thursday 8th December 2011 
at 2.00 p.m. in St.Illtud’s Church, Llantwit Major. 
Family flowers only please, donations if desired 
to Kidney Cancer U.K. c/o W.A. Brown, 
Funeral Directors, College St. Llantwit Major, 
tel. 01446 792489. 


To see your Family 
Notice in The GEM, 
please contact us on 
01446 774484 or via 
e-mail at 

gemsales® 

tindlenews 

.co.uk 


Pine 2 door 

2 drawer Wardrobe 
£55 

Mahogany 
CD/DVD cabinet 
£45 

07974 194165 
01446 795043 

Vibra Power 
Fitness Trainer 

With DVD, 
as new. £100. 
No offers. 

01446 794282 

6V Battery 
Powered Car 

In Red, age 2-5 years. £60. 

Two Bridesmaids 
Dresses 

Pink taffeta, one size 14-16 
and one size 10-12. 

Sold separately £90 each. 

01446 793888 

Three seater 
settee & 
two armchairs, 
green & pink 
floral pattern, 
like new - £250. 
01656 657587 
(Buyer to collect) 

(47/48) 




2008 

Fiesta 1.25 Style 

5-Dr, blue, lady owner, 
37,000 miles, MOT April 
2012. Balance of 2 year 
Ford warranty included. 
Lovely car. 

£3,795 

Tel: 07812 243717 „ 


Deadline for Motor Cars 
is 12 noon on Tuesday 


m 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 

sm 


ILLUMINATIONS SWITCH ON 

Saturday, 3rd December, 2011 
Programme of Events 

Venue 


Time Event 
From to 

2.00 4.30 Lantern making for children Rugby Club Last entry 3.30 


Rugby Club 
Precinct 
Point Break Last entry 5.00 
Precinct 
Precinct 

Precinct Police escort 


2.00 4.30 Face Painting 
2.00 5.30 Stage Performances 
2.00 5.15 Santa's Grotto 
2.00 6.00 Craft Market 
2.00 6.00 Children's Fair 

5.15 Lantern Parade 

5.30 Presentations etc 
6.00 Lights Switch On 

Teas and coffees will be available in the precinct 
Stage Performances Timetable 
2.00 3.30 Music 

3.30 4.00 Stage door 1 

4.15 5.30 Davy Cartwright and Major Music 

All times are liable to change 


Patricia 

Trudgtan 

December 2, 2009 

LOVED AND 
MISSED FOREVER’ 

Loving husband John, 
Jeremy & Denise, 
Jonathan & Gail, 
Jenny & Mark, 
all your 
grandchildren 
and dear sister of 
Albert and Tony. 


cowbfidge'todpuk 

IW-major-to(lay.co.i 

|]orllicivl-t(Klay.co.uk 

UgeiKl-t(Klay.co.uk 
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SAT NAV USERS 


CF6^ 




08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 
Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k, 
diesel, FSH 


08 08 Mazda5 1.8TS2 

45k, FSH, 7 seats, 1 owner 


09 59 Citroen C2 1.HDI VTR 

20k, FSH, 1 owner 


07 07 MINI Cooper Sport 

2 owner, 46k, FSH 




08 58 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 

3dr, 35k FSH, 1 owner 


08 08 HONDA Civic CDTi 

SE 51k, diesel, FSH 


06 06 Ford Focus 
Sport1.8TDCi 

5dr, 58k FSH 


07 57 BMW 116 ES 

5dr, 53k, FSH 


08 08 Vauxhall Zafira 
Auto Design 

67k, 1 owner, FSH 


06 06 Citroen Xsara 
Picasso 1.6 HDi Exclusive 

82k 


08 58 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 

3dr, 35k, FSH, 1 owner 




07 57 Vauxhall Zafira 
1.9 CDTi Exclusive 

5-dr, 71k, FSH 


03 53 BMW 318SE Touring 

86k, FSH 


4 

07 07 Citroen C4 1.6 HDi SX 

5dr, 82k, FSH 






08 58 Renault Grand 
Modus 1.2 Dynamique 

58k, FSH 


06 06 Ford Focus 
1.6 Zetec, 5dr, 94k 




07 57 Citroen C2 1.4 Cool 

62k, FSH 


04 04 Peugeot 307 SE 
TDi 1.6 Estate 

72k, option of 7 seats 


05 05 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 
Auto Club 




crs- 




05 55 Ford Fiesta Zetec 
Climate 3dr, 1.25, 62k, FSH 


05 55 Vauxhall Corsa SXi 

3dr, 1.2, 42k 


04 04 Renault Clio 5dr 
1.4 Expression 66k, FSH 


06 06 Ford Ka Style 1.3 

Alloys, 38k 


04 54 Peugeot 307 1.4 Zest 

3dr, 60k, FSH 


PART EXCHANGE TRADE CARS TO CLEAR 


X 2000 SEAT IBIZA 1.6 Sport 3dr, black .£1,195 V 1999 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTI 3dr, silver .£1,500 

X 2001 RENAULT CLI01.4 Alize 3dr, blue .£1,250 02 2002 VOLKSWAGEN LUPO 1.0 Grey .£2,000 

04 2004 FORD KA One 1.3 47k, red .£1,400 02 2002 CITROEN XSARA Picasso 1.6 Blue .£2,295 


For full stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

www.thepenarthmotorco.co.uk 


WE CAN SOURCE ANY 
CAR, ANY AGE, ANY 
COLOUR BEST PRICES!! 
Just Give Us A Cal 


Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 


AaCARS 

CHECKED 
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Impressive scores 
for David and 
Calcaterra at golf 
society meeting 



THE monthly meet¬ 
ing of The 
Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society was held 
last Thursday at 
Whitchurch Golf 
Club, Cardiff which 
attracted 42 entries 
all competing for 
the many quality 
prizes supplied by 
the day’s sponsors 
Herbert R Thomas 
Ltd of Cowbridge. 

The winner in the 
members’ section with a 
very impressive 40 sta- 
bleford points was 
Martyn David followed 
by society president 
Geraint Davies who fin¬ 


ished runner up with 37 
points. Neil McLean 
with 36 points finished 
third and Godfrey Lewis 
fourth with 34 points. 

In the guest section, 
former 18-handicap 
golfer (but now 14) 
Robert Calcaterra took 
the honours when scor¬ 
ing 40 points, seven 
points clear of runner up 
James Hayes who scored 
33 points. 

Sponsors’ representa¬ 
tive Gavin Rees finished 
third with 31 points 
while his work colleague 
James Mordecai mixed 
business with pleasure 
by carrying out a survey 
of most of the course 
during his round! 

Nearest the pin on the 


Bees pushed 


BARRY under-9s 
entertained 
Rhydyfelin at the 
Reservoir Fields on 
a bright and warm 
Sunday morning. 

The Bees were hard 
pressed and conceded 
two tries. This spurred 
the Bees on and the game 
turned in Barry’s favour, 
Rhys Lloyd scoring two 
quick tries to put the 
Bees back into the game 
at the break. 

The Bees were now in 
full flow and two well 
worked tries came from 
Seb Fahiya and James 
Chapman. 

Rhydyfelin responded 
to m^e it 4-3, but the 
Barry forwards were 
dominant and Jacob 
Pereira burst through to 
make it 5-3. 

Rhydyfelin, were far 
from beaten and scored a 
couple of good tries but a 


try saving tackle from 
Stephen Williams denied 
them another. 

After a series of surg¬ 
ing runs from the Barry 
forwards. Cole Saunders 
surged down the wing for 
the winning score with 
the last play of the game. 

Rhydyfelin provided a 
much tougher test for the 
Bees, but again they 
came through to gain a 
deserved win. This was 
another strong squad per¬ 
formance with everyone 
contributing positively. 

Team: Jacob Pereira, 
Jake Lang, Isaac 
McBride, Charlie Bale, 
Ethan Watkins, James 
Latham, Myles Latham, 
Rhys Lloyd, Stephen 
Williams, Seb Fahiya, 
Harrison Kelly, James 
Chapman, Cole 

Saunders. 

JM 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Pani rMi 
ford Focus 
Ford Focus 
EsIObs 
Ford S-4IOK 
dseOtVW 
Transportor 




(01656) 

*660160 
Ful flolald BuaHable on txr wobsKo 
www.wickvanhir«.co.uk 


LEFT: 
Successful 
golfers Robert 
Calcaterra 
and Martyn 
David with 
sponsor 
Andrew 
Thomas, and 
David 
Williams. 

par three holes were 
Keith Davies, Barrie 
Melhuish, Martyn David 
and Robert Calcaterra. 

The ‘James Hog 
Roast’ longest drive 
sponsor Mr Keith James 
was unable to be present 
due to being under house 
arrest (and a touch of 
gout) but would have 
been impressed with the 
length of Neil McLean’s 
drive on the 18th hole to 
collect the longest drive 
prize. 

David Williams 
returned to winning 
ways when correctly 
guessing 36 balls would 
fail to return home to 
collect the ‘Premier 
Turf’ sponsored bottle of 
whiskey. 

The Society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 15 
at RAF St Athan Golf 
Club, when members 
will be competing for 
the RAF St Athan 
Shield. 

TMcC 



Llangeinor 
Hunt Pony 
Club tack 
^ cleaning 
j fundraisers 


THREE of Llangeinor Pony Club 
members have raised £157 for the 
Animal Health Trust to aid 
research into equine diseases. 

After taking part in the Pony Club 
Championships in Derby in August, 
Philippa Roe, Beth Granville and Jessica 
Allen pledged to raise £100 for the Animal 
Health Trust to help save ponies’ lives by 
contributing towards the building of a new 


laboratory at the AHT headquarters in 
Warwickshire. 

If the £100,000 target is reached, the 
Animal Health Trust will name a laboratory 
after The Pony Club in honour of all the 
hard work and support from Pony Clubs 
throughout the UK. 

The girls surpassed the £100 pledge they 
made with a sponsored tack cleaning ses¬ 
sion and baking cakes to sell to other Pony 
Club members, resulting in a cheque for 


£157 being sent to the Animal Health Trust. 

District Commissioner Mrs Marion 
Elliott said: “We are so happy to be able to 
send off the cheque from the girls who have 
arranged all the fundraising themselves. It 
is so gratifying to know our members have 
contributed to this most worthy cause and 
we sincerely hope to target is reached to 
benefit all horse and pony owners in the 
future.” 

ME 


Llantwit Major Junior Football round-up 


LAST Saturday saw 
the League Cup 
quarter-finals 
played in the Vale of 
Glamorgan League. 

Llantwit Major had 
four out of their five 
teams still in the cup, and 
two of these sides won a 
place in the semis on 
Saturday. 

The under-12 A enter¬ 
tained Barry Celts A and 
easily beat them 8-0 with 
a very good team per¬ 
formance. 

Despite losing a cou¬ 
ple of their squad to ill¬ 
ness, the players who 
took over played excep¬ 
tionally well. 

Skipper Bevan Howell 
led the team and gave a 
very good display. 
Llantwit took an early 
lead and never looked 
back, with goals from 
Luke Beattie who 


notched a hat trick, 
Morgan Gore (2), Lewis 
Brown (2) and Dan 
Williams. 

Special mention to 
stand-in goalie, Laurence 
Bowman, who didn’t put 
a foot wrong throughout 
the game. 

The under-13 A gave a 
superb display to recover 
from 2-1 down midway 
through the second half 
to beat Cadoxton Imps B 
4-2 and win a place in the 
semi-final. 

Make no mistake 
about it, Cadoxton Imps 
B are a very good side 
and with respect, better 
than their A side. 

It took a great effort 
and everyone in the 
Llantwit side had to be 
on top form to win this 


one. 

Llantwit took a first 
half lead, but after the 
interval Cadoxton, with a 
wind advantage, 

equalised and within 
minutes were in front 
through Lucas Sylvester. 

However, the Major 
took up the challenge to 
score three times in the 
final 12 minutes to clinch 
victory. 

Cai Evans (2), 
Harrison Stevens and 
Rhys Beynon were 
Llantwit’s marksmen in a 
great game of football. 

Dinas Powys A enter¬ 
tained the under-13 B 
side and what a game it 
was, with both teams 
committed to attack. 

At full time, the score 
was level at 4-4. 


However, Dinas stepped 
up the pace in extra time 
and came out on top 7-4. 

Dan Vickers was on 
top form and scored a hat 
trick with Alex Parry 
scoring the fourth for the 
Major, but it was not 
enough to take them 
through. 

It was another defeat 
for the under-15 side in 
the other quarter-final 
against Cogan 

Coronation B. 

The side gave a good 
first half display against 
a side who had previous¬ 
ly beaten Llantwit in the 
league. 

It was goalless at the 
interval and hopes were 
high after the break but 
with the wind at their 
backs, Cogan went in 


front and once in the 
lead, they never looked 
back to run away with a 
6-0 win. 

The under-14 and 
under-16 cup competi¬ 
tion this season will be 
played on a group basis 
and will kick off in 
March. 

This week, Llantwit 
Major juniors had good 
news when the Vale 
League chose the under- 
14 side to represent the 
league in the SWEA 
Tesco Cup and the under- 
16 team were selected to 
play in the SWEA Junior 
Cup - both competitions 
kick off at the end of 
January. 

GWYN JOHN 


The Cowbridge 
under-11s work 
hard for win 


COWBRIDGE 
under-lls returned 
to winning ways 
with a hard fought 
35-28 away victory 
to close rivals 
Pencoed. 

Cowbridge broke the 
deadlock with a fantastic 
try by Jack Dixon and 
this first try seemed to 
galvanise the Cowbridge 
team into some great 
running rugby. 

The boys’ second try 
came after the forwards 
produced some good 
clean ball for loan to 
feed Evan who, with a 
quick pass, put Ruben 
who was lurking in the 
backs into space. Ruben 
picked up some speed 
and managed to outpace 
the Pencoed defence to 
score in the comer. 

The next try from 
Cowbridge was the try 
of the game. 

Straight from the kick 
off, following Ruben’s 
try, the Cowbridge pack 
regained the ball and the 
backs moved the ball 
along the line seamless¬ 
ly- 

The forwards recycled 
the ball and once again 
great hands across the 
back line put Gabriel 
Davies in at the corner to 


score his first try of the 
season. 

The final score of the 
first half came again 
straight from loan’s kick 
off, and this time a mix 
up in the Pencoed 
defence allowed Evan to 
touch down without a 
Pencoed hand touching 
the ball. 

The second half was a 
very different affair with 
the Pencoed team scor¬ 
ing four tries to one. It 
was however, a very 
important one, with the 
winning margin only 
being seven points. 

Throughout the sec¬ 
ond half the Cowbridge 
team defended bravely 
against an avalanche of 
tap penalties, with Jack 
Dixon having his best 
game of the season so 
far. 

With the second half 
penalty count against 
Cowbridge beginning to 
get a little embarrassing, 
the boys produced a win¬ 
ning try out of the little 
posession that came their 
way. It was a great team 
effort with Harry 
Edwards gaining the 
glory, and loan convert¬ 
ed all seven tries. 

GJ 



WE ARE HELLO TIGHT BENDS 
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WINNERS COLLECT THEIR 
SILVERWARE AT BRYNHILL 


THE annual presentation night was held 
at Brynhill Golf Club on Saturday, 
November 12 with a full house enjoying 
the proceedings. 

Club captain Steve Jones thoroughly enjoyed his 
evening, feeling like a film star with the amount of 
photos that were taken of him, though he was well 
assisted by his vice-captain Glenn Taylor. 

More than 80 winners and runners-up from the 
men’s section collected their silverware, though 
unfortunately club champion Scott Bowman could 
not collect either the Championship Trophy nor his 
Morgan Williams Cup - yet another successful year 
for Scottie. 

Many of the members also had a good year with 
many having their picture taken nearly as often as 
Steve, among them Ronnie Holland, Wayne Adams, 
Darryl Hewitson, Lee Price, Simmon Pringle, 
Andrew Redmond and Richard Webb. 

Andrew Redmond took the George Williams Cup 
but also came runner-up in two other competitions. 

Simmon Pringle took both the Dai Rees Cup and 
the Kenyon Davies Cup with his partner Darryl 
Hewitson, as well as also receiving two runners-up 
prizes, and former club champion Wayne won the 
Bristol Cup with his partner David Hayman as well 
as the Ken Murphy Gross Cup. 

Pictured last but certainly not least is Jon 
Burrows, winner of the Victor Ludorum Cup for the 
best and most consistent golfer in all club competi¬ 
tions held over the year. 

The rain has set in now but most members are 
aheady practicing their swings and working on their 
games with club pro Duncan Prior, in readiness for 
next season - enjoying too the newly installed win¬ 
ter tees - a revelation using a new blend of astro turf 
and sand! 


Alan Sweeny being presented 
with The Presidents Cup by 
club president Peter Hayman. 



Jon BurrowSy the Victor Ludorum winner, 
with club captain Steve Jones. 






Chris Phillips presenting Mike Bird 
with the ‘Don The Fox’trophy - named 
in honour of Chris’ father 



Wayne Adams with the Ken Murphy Cup. 




Matthew 
looks to 
excel this 
weekend 


MANY congratula¬ 
tions to Barry 
Comprehensive 
year-11 pupil 

Mathew Collins. 

Twelve months ago - 
on the first weekend in 
December - the then 
year-10 pupil was look¬ 
ing forward to a first ever 
Welsh Schools interna¬ 
tional appearance, in the 
under-16 age group at the 
SIAB Schools’ Indoor 
Combined Events at the 
Kelvin Hall in Glasgow. 

Sadly, because of the 
bad weather in late 
November and 

December 2010, that 
event was postponed and 
re-scheduled for the first 
Saturday in February 
2011 . 

As a result, Mathew 
made his international 
debut over 800 metres 
for the Dragons squad at 
the under-16 Celtic 
Schools’ indoor interna¬ 
tional at the National 
Indoor Athletics Centre, 
Cyncoed, on the last 


weekend in January of 
this year. 

On the following 
weekend, he travelled to 
Glasgow for the re¬ 
scheduled SIAB Indoor 
Combined Events, fin¬ 
ishing eighth (2,756 
points) and helping his 
under-16 (years 9 and 10) 
squad claim the team 
gold ahead of England 
and Ireland. 

In the summer, after a 
hugely encouraging 
improvement over 400 
metres, finishing second 
at the Aviva Welsh 
Schools’ National track 
and field championships, 
he was selected to com¬ 
pete at the Aviva SIAB 
Schools’ under-17 inter¬ 
national at Cardiff 
International Sports 
Stadium. He finished 
fifth in the 400 metres 
and helped that 4 x 400 
metres squad take the sil¬ 
ver medals. 

Those quality per¬ 
formances over one lap 
also earned him a spot in 
the Welsh Schools 4 x 



400 metres squad at the 
Sainsbury’s UK School 
Games in Sheffield in 
early September. 

At that event, he had 
the honour of running the 
last leg, bringing the 
team home to a hugely 
pleasing first place. 

This Saturday, 

December 3, as a result 
of excellent performanc¬ 
es at the Welsh Schools 
outdoor combined events 
championships at 

Newport in June, and the 
equivalent invitation 
indoor events at NIAC in 
early November, he has 
been selected to make his 
debut in the older under- 
18 (years 11 and 12) sec¬ 
tion. 

It is a huge step up, but 
Mathew has worked very 
hard, and broke the 3,000 
points barrier at NIAC on 
his last outing. 

He knows that that he 
can improve in a number 
of the five events in 
which he has to compete 
- 60 metres hurdles, shot, 
200 metres, long jump 


and 800 metres. 

If he does compete 
next Saturday, it will 
mean an undreamed of 
fifth Welsh Schools 
appearance in a calendar 
year - could that 
achievement be made 
even sweeter by another 
team medal? 

We wish Mathew well, 
and hope that he will fol¬ 
low in the footsteps of 
another Barry 

Comprehensive pupil, 
Curtis Mathews, and go 
on to achieve internation¬ 
al honours in the 
decathlon for the Aviva 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland team. 

Also included in the 
team at Glasgow next 
Saturday are Cowbridge 
pupils George Griffiths 
(year-10) and Tom 
Trotman (year-9), who 
make their Welsh 
Schools’ international 
debut, in the under-16 
section. 

PM 



John Giles and immediate past-captain John 
Kirkpatrick, winners of both the Junior Gold 
Cup and the Champagne Breakfast. 



Simmon Pringle. Andrew Redmond. 


Bleu’s hopes 


LLANCARFAN’S 
Evan Williams is hop¬ 
ing to become the first 
Welsh-based trainer 
to win the Coral 
Welsh National since 
Cowbridge's Denzil 
Jenkins won in 1965 
with eight-year-old 
Norther, who was rid¬ 
den by the then top 
jockey Terry 

Biddlecombe. 

Norther, a former 
Welsh point-to-pointer, 
went on to finish seventh 
in the following year's 
Aintree Grand National. 

The horse that Evan is 
resting his hopes on is 
nine-year-old Cappa 
Bleu who, after a 20- 
month absence, won a 
three-mile handicap 
chase at Haydock last 
week. Cappa Bleu won 
the 2009 Christie’s 
Foxhunter Chase at 
Cheltenham. 

Incidentally, Norther 
used to be ridden in some 
of his races by Evan’s 
father, Rhys Williams, 
and I recall them winning 


a point-to-point at Lower 
Machen when the course 
was used for the first 
time in the 1960s. 

During the last war. 
Norther’s trainer Sqdn 
Ldr Denzil Jenkins DEC, 
had commanded a 
squadron of fighter pilots 
and he had 192 flying 
operations to his credit. 

If anyone has any fur¬ 
ther information on him, 
I would be pleased to 
hear, as he appears to be 
one of Cowbridge's for¬ 
gotten heroes. 

At Newbury last 
Thursday, Evan’s 

French-bred Di Kaprio, 
racing for the first time in 
250 days, landed the 
novice handicap hurdle, 
coming home two-and-a- 
half lengths clear of 
Magic Marmalade. 

Di Kaprio, a 11-1 
chance, was ridden by 
Paul Moloney. 

You can email your 
news and views to Brian 
Lee at leebrian@btinter- 
net.com or phone him on 
02920736438. 

BRIAN LEE 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



;r 7 


(01656) 

•660160 


Ful data4s avalobte on our graOsIto: 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 




red 


06 56 AUDI TT 2.0 FSi 2-Dr Coupe. In r 

with black suede interior, alloy wheels, air 
con, ABS, radio/CD, 
only 54,330 miles 


£13,495 




04 54TOYOTA RAV-4 2.0 XT3 Auto 3-Dr. 

In grey/green with grey interior, 4x4, air con, 
immobiliser, alloy wheels, 
only 54,000 miles 


£6,995 






in* 


n 


06 56 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (175bhp) 3-dr hatchback. In 

chilli red with black cloth/red leather ray combination 
upholstery, chrome line exterior, rear spoil er, radio/cd, 
panoramic roof, alloy wheels, air con, 
cruise control, only 47,450 miles 


£9,495 


04 04 LANDROVER Discovery 2.5TD Pursuit 
Auto. In black with dark interior, air con, 
radio/CD, service history, 7 seats, 
privacy glass, tow ball, 
only 95,430 miles 


£7,995 


blue 


03 03 MGTF 1.8 Convertible. In light 
metallic blue with blue leather interior, 
electric windows, radio/CD, 

PAS, only 40,995 miles 


£3,495 


05 55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 5-dr 
Hatchback. In sapphire black with anthracite 
interior, CD, climate control, alloy 
wheels, front fogs, 52,000 miles 


£8,995 


04 04 PEUGEOT 206s 1.6 Auto 2-Dr Coupe 
Convertible. In light metallic blue with black 
leather interior, air con, traction control, 
p/steering, electric roof, 
only 30,720 miles 


£3,995 


05 54 AUDI A3 2.0TDi Sport 3-dr hatchback 

in grey with black leather interior, radio/cd, air 
con, central locking, immobiliser, 
alloy wheels, only 69,840 miles 


£7,995 


SPECIAL OFFER 

06 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 


SPORTS 

05 55 LAND ROVER Range Rover 3.0TD Vogue in black with cream interior, sat nav, 

heated seats, privacy glass, cruise control, only 70,170 miles . £19,995 

03 03 PORSCHE 911 3.6 Carrera 2-dr Coupe. In Basalt metallic black with black 
leather interior, CD, Bluetooth iPod connection, aluminium gear knob and hand 

brake, 18 inch 5-spoke alloy wheels, only 70,700 miles . £19,995 

05 55 BMW X5 3.0D Sport in grey with black leather interior, sat nav, phone pr^, priva¬ 
cy glass, TV, heated seats, cruisecontrol, only 76,630 miles. £16,995 

06 56 AUDI TT 2.0 FSi 2-Dr Coupe. In red with black suede interior, alloy wheels, air 

con, ABS, radio/CD, only 54,330 miles.£13,495 

06 56 LEXUS GS300 3.0 LE 6-speed Auto 4-dr Saloon Aleutian grey with grey leather 
interior, memory seats, cruise control, multi-cd, reversing camera and sensors, high 

luxurious car, only 66,235 miles . £11,995 

06 56 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (175bhp) 3-dr hatchback. In chilli red with black cloth/red 
leather ray combination upholstery, chrome line exterior, rear spoiler, radio/cd, 

panoramic roof, alloy wheels, air con, cruise control, only 47,450 miles. £9,495 

06 56 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport 2.5 TD 5-Door Warrior. In silver with black leather 
interior, air con, immooiliser, tow ball with twin electric, radio/CD, alloy wheels, only 

30,020 miles . £9,495 

03 03 PORSCHE Boxster 2.7 Convertible. In silver with black leather interior, 
BOSE sound system, 5-spoke 18” alloy wheels, air con, traction control, only 85,770 

miles. £9,495 

02 52 JAGUAR XK-R 4.2 Supercharged 2 Door Coupe. In black with red/black leather 
interior, sat nav, cruise control, heated seats, ABS, traction control, service history, 

superb example, only 91,730 miles . £9,495 

05 05 BMW 330D Sport 2-dr Convertible. In black with beige leather, climate control, 

immobiliser, heated seats, M-Sport alloys, only 90,950 miles. £9,995 

05 55 BMW 1 Series 2.0TD 118d Sport 5-dr Hatchback. In s^hire black with 
anthracite interior, CD, climate control, alloy wheels, front fogs, 52,000 miles .£8,995 
05 05 MINI Cooper S 1.6 (Chilli) 2-dr convertible in metallic black with black leather 
interior, 17 inch 5 star bullet design alloy wheels, quick clear front screen, cruise con¬ 
trol, interior lights pack, air con, traction control, only 68,780 miles . £8,995 

03 03 AUDITT 1.8T Quattro 2-dr Hatchback. In blue, with grey leather interior, air 

con, heated seats, multi CD, alloy wheels, only 65,980 miles. £8,995 

06 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere 
anthracite interior, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, 49,998 miles .£8,495 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR 

05 54 MIN11.6 Cooper (Chilli) 2-dr convertible. In blue with blue leather interior, Har¬ 
mon Kardon hi-fi, cruise control, heated front screen, heated seats, air con, only 

26,060 miles .£7,995 

03 03 BMW 3 series 2.0 318Ci 2-dr convertible. In metallic gold with black leather 
interior, multi cd, heated seats, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, cruise control, 

air con, only 56,310 miles.£7,995 

05 54 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sport 3-dr hatchback in grey with black leather interior, 
radio/cd, air con, central locking, immobiliser, alloy wheels, only 69,840 miles £7,995 
07 57 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9CDTi 16v (150ps) SRi 5-dr hatchback. In panacotta 
beige with duke charcoal interior, air con, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, cd, 

alarm, only 46,950 miles.£6,995 

03 53 MINI Cooper 1.6 in silver with half black leather interior, panoramic roof, radio/cd, 

electric windows, alloy wheels, immobiliser, only 59,060 miles.£5,995 

05 55 FORD Focus 2.0 Titanium 5-dr hatchback. In magnum grey with half leather 
interior, hands free phone prep, quick clear front screen, radio/cd, cruise control, 

service history, only 57,785 miles.£5,495 

04 04 MiNI Cooper 1.6 3-dr hatchback in Indi blue and white roof with black interior, 

air con, CD, external chrome line, only 95,910 miles.£4,995 

03 03 TOYOTA MR-2 1.8VVTi Roadster 2-dr Convertible. In crystal silver, 
Acapulco interior, CD, electric windows, electric mirrors, wonderful example, only 

71,510 miles .£4,995 

03 03 BMW 5 Series 2.5 TD 525 ES. 4-dr saloon in silver with black leather interior, 
M-Sport multi function steering wheel, radio/cd, immobiliser, M-Sport alloy wheels, 

107,200 miles .£4,995 

03 53 HONDA Civic 1.6 VTec SE Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In Aqua green, half black 
leather interior, air con, alloy wheels, heated electric mirrors, CD, 46,400 miles£3,995 
03 03 MGTF 1.8 Convertible. In light blue metallic blue with blue leather interior, elec¬ 
tric windows, radio/CD, PAS, only 40,995 miles.£3,495 

03 53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-dr Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, all(w 
wheels, body coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles .. .£3,495 

FAMILY 

07 56 HONDA Civic i-VTEC Executive in bluish silver with black suede interior, sat 
nav, cruise control, traction conrol, alloy wheels, radio/CD, only 33,280 miles .£8,995 
08 58 TOYOTA Auris 1.33 VVT-ITR 3-dr Hatchback. In Ixion blue with dark interior, cli¬ 
mate control, anti-lock brakes, power steering, alloy wheels, only 26,000 miles£8,495 
09 58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v (140ps) SRi 3-dr Sports Hatch. In technical grey with 
charcoal alpha cloth interior, air con, 17” alloy wheels, front fogs, ESP, immobiliser, 

only 26,85(3 miles.£7,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with charcoal interior, allcw 
wheels, climate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, 10,800 miles .£6,995 
10 10 RENAULT Grand Modus 1.2 TCE 100 Dynamique 5-dr hatchback. In black 
with charcoal interior, air con, alloy wheels, ISOFIX, radio/cd, under manufacturers 

warranty, only 28,000 miles.£6,995 

08 08 SKODA Roomster 2 1.4 5-Dr. In metallic light blue with dark interior, air con, 

radio/CD, immobiliser, FSH, only 9,780 miles .£6,495 

06 06 FORD Focus 1.8TDCi Zetec 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black/black interior, 
front fogs, colour coded bumpers, radio/CD, quick clear screen, 42,560 miles £6,495 
06 06 RENAULT Grand Scenic Estate 2.0 VVT Dynamique 5-Dr MPV. In aluminium 
silver with qrey interior, immobiliser, power steering, air con, radio/CD, 7 seats, only 

50,020 miles .£5,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi 16v Life 5-dr MPV. In metallic grey with dark inte¬ 
rior, air con, CD, split folding seats, ideal family car, only 42,380 miles. £5,495 

06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Ciimate 5-dr hatchback. In moondust silver with dark 
interior, air con, alloy wheels, immobiliser, electric windows, power steering, only 

65,540 miles .£4,495 

05 55 CiTROEN Xsara Picasso 1.6 Desire 2 5-dr MPV. Oriental blue with dark interi¬ 
or, air con, PAS, elec windows, service history, 1 owner, 62,000 miles. £3,995 

03 03 RENAULT Grand Espace 2.2 DCi Privilege 5-Dr MPV. In grey with light grey 
interior, rear parking sensors, air con, front fogs, radio/CD, 7 seats, ideal large family 

05 55 CHEVpioLET tacuma 1.6 SX 5-dr MPV in biack with grey interior, alloy wheels, 
air con, radio/cd, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, only 39,240 miles£3,495 


COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 

SMALL 

08 08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 16v Design 3-dr. In star silver with charcoal interior, 
AUX input, radio cd, alloy wheels, aircon, ISOFIX fixing points, 26,930 miles .£7,995 
09 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Sxi. In metallic grey wilh dark interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, front fogs, immobiliser, radio/cd only 42,2(30 miles.£6,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4i 16v Design 3-dr hatchback. In silver lightning with half 
leather charcoal interior, steering wheel mounted controls, radio/cd, immobiliser, air 

con, only 41,250 miles.£6,995 

09 59 VOLKSWAGEN Poio 1.2E in black with black interior, PAS, central locking, 

radio/CD, low insurance group, only 37,980 miles. £5,995 

08 08 RENAULT Ciio 1.5a Ci Extreme in silver with dark interior, ABS, multiple air 
bags, immobiliser, c/locking, very economical car, £30 a yar road tax, only 35,980 

miles.£5,995 

09 09 FORD Fiesta Van 1.4TDCi in white with grey interior, radio/cd, pas, immobiliser, 

only 23,850 miles.£5795+VAT 

08 57 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 3-dr Hatchback in Calorado red with f^oto dark interi¬ 
or, CD, aux input, electric windows, colour coded bumpers, only 31,995 miles £5,795 
10 59 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE+ 5-dr hatchback. In polar silver blue interior, air con, 
c/ockinq, immobiliser, 1 owner, under manufacturer’s warranty, only 18,890 miles ... 

. . £4,495 

03 03 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. In green with grey interior quickclear front screen, 

radio/cd, alloy wheels, electric windows and mirrors only 41,940 miles. £3,495 

93 K ROVER Mini Italian Job 2-dr Saloon. In red, white and green with black leather 
interior, radio/CD, many extras, stunning example, only 75,000 miles . £2,995 

AUTOMATICS 

06 


ear parking sensors, only 5! , _ 

05 MITSUBISHI Shogun Dl-D El^nce 3.2 5-Dr Automatic 4X4. In silver with 
black leather interior, air con, multi-CD/radio, immobiliser, heated seats, wood effect 

trim, oiTjy 29,990 miles . £11,495 

08 FOPfD Focus 2.0 Titanium in grey with dark interior, quickclear front screen, 
radio/cd, automatic headlights, alloy wheels, privacy glass, immobiliser, only 7,750 
miles. £8,995 

53 MERCEDES CLK 1.8 200 Avantgarde Automatic 2-dr coupe in cubanite silver 

with alpaca grey leather interior, cruise control, climae control, multi cd, rear parking 
sensors, only 49,920 miles.£7,995 

54 TOYOTA RAV-4 2.0 XT3 Auto 3-Dr. In grey/green with grey interior, 4x4, air con, 

immobiliser, alloy wheels, only 54,000 miles .£6,995 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8i 16v Design Automatic 5-dr hatchback. In star silver 
with black half leather interior, alloy wheels, auto lights, electric windows, air con, 

radio/cd only 43,725 miles .£6,495 

54 CHRYSLER 3.2 V6 Crossfire Automatic coupe. In blue with black leather interi¬ 
or, parking sensors, heated seats, traction control, radio/cd, alloy wheels, only 

53,100 miles .£6,495 

58 PEUGEOT 107 1.0 Urban 2-Tronic 3-dr in blue with dark interior, PAS, central 

lockirjg, immobiliser, only £20 a year road tax, only 19,770 miles.£5,995 

08 FCJRD Fusion 1.4 Zetec Climate Auto 5-Dr Hatchback. In panther black with 
dark interior, quick clear screen, radio/CD alloy wheels, immobiliser, only 28,180 

miles.£5,995 

06 TOYOTA Avensis 1.8 VVTi T3-S Automatic 4-Dr Saloon. In silver with dark inte¬ 
rior, traction control, air con, immobiliser, alloy wheels, only 21,440 miles ... .£5,995 
X MERCEDES Benz 320 Avant-Garde Automatic 2-dr coupe. In blue, with light 
grey leather interior, alloy wheels, cruise control, CD auto-changer, immobiliser, 

superb example of a luxury car, only 68,850 miles .£5,495 

04 PEUGEOT 206s 1.6 Auto 2-Dr Coupe Convertible. In light metallic blue with 
black leather interior, air con, traction control, p/steering, electric roof, only 30,720 

miles.£3,995 

04 FORD Focus 1.6LX Automatic 5-dr hatchback in Moon dust silver with matre 
grey interior, air con, cd, quick clear screen, electric windows, alloy wheels, only 

66,790 miles .£3,995 

04 LANDROVER Discovery 2.5TD Pursuit Auto. In black with dark interior, air con, 
radio/CD, service history, 7 seats, privacy glass, tow ball, only 95,430 miles . .£7,995 


• UP TO 50% DISCOUNT* 

OFF MANUFACTURERS LABOUR CHARGE 
for Intermediate & Main Service 

(Certain cars excluded - please phone to check if your car qualifies) 


• SPECIAL OFFER* 

WORKSHOP WINTER PRICE BUSTERS 
MoT Test ONLY £25 - Yes! ONLY £25 
Winter Service check ONLY £18 - Yes! ONLY £18 


Complete service and MoT’s available to customers and the general public 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 


To Buyology 


To the 

Business Centre 


Cardiff Road 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 


Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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A people move with 
The A-Team in mind! 



by TIM 
SAUNDERS 


THAT’S my opin¬ 
ion of the Peugeot 
5008, which has 
hints of the distinc¬ 
tive GMC truck 
driven by a certain 
B A Baracus in the 
cult US action 
series. 

The Pug is boxy at the 
rear and the design fol¬ 
lows a similar path to 
the GMC van although 
the 5008 is closer to the 
ground, has a lower 
more slanted windscreen 
and there isn’t that big 
grille either, making it 
more aerodynamic. 

This is the French 
manufacturer's “first 
own official MPV 
(Multi-Purpose 
Vehicle)”, according to 
Peugeot’s Craig Morrow. 

Bearing in mind the 
size of a people carrier, 
the 5008 is a competent 
performer, handling and 
cornering well. Plus 
there’s no wallowing at 
high speed. 

In common with all 
the latest Peugeots build 
quality is impressive 
although it lacks a slid¬ 
ing door for Hannibal 
and his crew to jump 
from although there are 
a host of extras for them 


to enjoy during a mis¬ 
sion. 

These include: air-con 
and electric windows, 
panoramic glass roof, 
video screens in the rear 
headrests, folding tables 
and a fold-flat third row 
of seats. 

Plus there’s a clever 
mirror above the rear 
view mirror for checking 
on Murdock or Face in 
the back - particularly 
useful for monitoring 
baby daughter Harriett. 

My only criticism is 
that there are too many 
gadgets on the dash¬ 
board including a switch 
for measuring the dis¬ 
tance of vehicles ahead. 

On start up a pop-up 
sat nav and a head up 
display with mph read¬ 
ing lift from the dash, 
which can distract the 
driver. 

Well-designed leather 
seats provide a very 
comfortable and support¬ 
ive driving position 
while the armrests at the 


side of the front seats are 
a useful addition. 

Last week, I tested an 
Alfa Mito and its seats 
resulted in my already 
temperamental back suf¬ 
fering additional 
twinges. 

With regards fuel 
economy 5008 HDi driv¬ 
ers enjoy 55mpg, helped 
by a responsive six- 
speed manual gearbox 
and cruise control, 
which can be used at 
under 30mph. 

When parked the 
5008’s wing mirrors 
electronically fold, 
which is particularly 
worthwhile when park¬ 
ing on a roadside, pre¬ 
venting them from being 
knocked by other vehi¬ 
cles. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “Although 
Peugeot has a long tradi¬ 
tion of seven-seat cars, 
the 5008 is the first 
model it has offered as a 
direct alternative to cars 
l ik e the Vauxhall Zafira. 


Compact people carri¬ 
ers have become far 
more popular in the last 
couple of decades, par¬ 
ticularly those flexible 
enough to carry more 
than five, but whose 
extra seats are unobtru¬ 
sive. 

The Peugeot 5008 
rivals cars like the 
Citroen C4 Grand 
Picasso and Volkswagen 
Touran for flexibility, 
but is more like the Ford 
S-MAX and Mazda5 in 
terms of driver appeal.” 

It just needs to be 
painted black and have a 
red stripe down the side 
and I am sure the A- 
Team would be delight¬ 
ed, particularly with the 
improved economy over 
their GMC truck. 

Model tested: 5008 
Allure Exclusive HDi; 
new price range: 
£20,695-£23,095; used 
price range: £9,502- 
£17,176. 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 


06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 1999cc 3-dr Hatchback. 

In blue, air con, 1/2 leather sports seats, 
radio/CD, low miles just 43k, FSH .. .£3,995 
06 FORD Transit 2-Ltr Diesel, MoT July 2012, 

full service history. £5,295 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr 
saloon. Metallic beige, 1 former keeper, 2 
keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 94k, cruise control... 

.£3,795 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra SR11796cc 5-dr hatch¬ 
back. Metallic silver, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, remote 

central locking, 80k.£3,695 

57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. 
In black, 2 keys, radio/CD, power steering, 

e/windows, FSH, low miles 30k . £3,495 

54 04 FORD Focus 1796cc Zetec 5-dr hatch¬ 


back. In black, 6 speed manual, traction con¬ 
trol, a/c, s/h, radio/cd . £1,995 

52 02 SKODA Octavia RS 1781cc. Metallic sil¬ 
ver, half black leather sports seats, reverse 
sensors, traction control, FSH, remote central 

locking, radio/cd, 2 keys, a/c. £1,995 

02 02 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, 
pas, e/w, a/con, full service history, new MoT 

on purchase, 89k,. £1,895 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Scenic 1390cc MPV. 
In blue, air con, E/W, E/M, radio/cassette, 1/2 

leather seats, 79k. £1,695 

V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. 
Metallic silver, leather heated seats, 2 keys, 
one owner from new. Sept 2012 MOT £1,795 


back. In blue, radio/cd, a/c, remote central 

locking, fsh, low miles. £2,995 

02 02 FORD Focus ST 170,1988cc 3-dr hatch- 


PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 

99 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Diesel. MoT until 
September 2012.£995 



06 06 FORD Fiesta ST 
1999CC 3-dr Hatchback. 

In blue, air con, 1/2 
leather sports seats, 
radio/CD, low miles just 
43k, FSH.£3,995 


01 VOLVO V70 Automatic 
Estate. 2001 model with 7 
seats, FSH, A/C, CD, E/W, 
remote locking, comes with 
new MOT, taxed until May 
2012. £2,195 


06 FORD Transit 2-Litre 
Diesel, MoT July 2012, 
full service history 
.£5,295 


03 DAEWOO Kalos 
1.4. 5-dr, alloys, c/s, 
p/w, a/c, service histo¬ 
ry, MoT Oct 12, Tax 
April 12, mileage 69k 
.£1,895 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 months 
MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 





EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • AxA TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT'S • DISCS • SERVICING 


ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER? 


EXHAUSTS 

TorirvAumuorsAiKnooi 


STANDARD TYRES Iror 


165/70TR13 

175/70TR14 

175/65TRI4 


^£33.75 

FROM ONIY £337. 
FROM ONLY £397. 
FROM ONLY £39 .9S 


PERFORMANCE TYRES irrm 


£44.25 

18S/60HR14. FROM ONLY £44.fs 

185/6SHR1S . FROM ONLY £48 .45 

195/65HR15 FROM ONLY £49 .95 


HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES troir 


£47.95 


FREE WHITER SAFETY CHECK .CAU us TODAY 


PRIMIUM TYRI SPICIALS 

Sm/Am Rirl Sifl BwfC 

rtoinrMjikni ES1.9S £99 £199 

<"r«7«T7)» £SAS* £119 £210 

NVSSVRii £79.9$ £IS5 £299 

223>.STti; £11199 £220 £42S 


BATTERIES 

. unux 
N 

• * £46.95 

WITH 4 YEAS 
W WARMKTY 


195/60VR15 . FROM ONLY £47.tf 

195/65VR15 . FROM ONLY £49 .95 

205/S5VR16 FROM ONLY £49 .95 

£51.75 

205/55WRI6 . FROM ONLY £51 .75 

225/45WR17 FROM ONLY £57... 

22S/40WR18 FROM ONLY £61 .95 

If YOli mi sin is moi shorw ruASi csa loi 4 ouoiAmi 


AU NKUmVI rtfCU WYYN M NIMCN HTtRS! 


sr 


BARRY 

CorC:H Hood. Codoirton 

•orry ^ 

CF53 2QW “ 

01446 733167 


CARDIFF 

271 Fef'orth Rood 
CcirdiB AA 
CFII BIT TT 

029 20 382644 




WE ARE OF>EN: MONDAY FRIDAY B.OOwn 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE 




5.30pr".. SATURDAYS 8.00am 4 OOpm 

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! ALL MAJOR CREOrr CARDS ACCEPTED. 
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2007 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8 
2-dr Coupe 

Indigo blue, automatic, 26,000 miles 

£24,995 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 37,000 Miles 

£15,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


07 07 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 
16v Sport. 3-dr 

in metallic blue, 38,284 miles 

£4,995 


57 TOYOTA Yaris 
1.3 TR 5-door 

Met grey, 47,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 



07 (56) CITROEN Xsara 
Picasso 1.6 16v VTX MPV 

Pearl metallic red, 47,343 miles 

£4,795 



02 SMART Passion Auto 

jn silver, 52,000 miles, leather, 
heated seats, a/c 

£2,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


07 56 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8. 2-dr coupe, indigo blue, 

automatic, 26,000 miles.£24,995 

03 03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 S. Silver/black leather, 

automatic, 37,000 miles.£15,995 

06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 

with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb . .£13,995 
05 05 VWTouareg 2.5 TDi 4x4, Diesel 5-dr, jade 

pearl, auto, 62,132 miles.£11,995 

06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav . .£8,995 
06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SETip. 5-dr, telluar 

silver automatic, 75,499 miles .£7,995 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£6,495 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in diamond black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 

owner.£6,495 

03 03 BMW 325 2.5 Ci M-Sport convertible. Silver, 
automatic, 79,270 miles.£6,495 

53 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. 5-dr in 

silver, 74,000 miles .£5,495 

06 06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 2.0. 3-dr, dark met blue, 

49,717 miles.£4,995 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles £4 995 

54 BMW 318i ES. In metallic blue, 64,666 miles, a/c, 

alloys, cruise.£4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras.£4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

06 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE in silver with black 

leather, 26,783 miles.£4,495 

54 04 FORD Streetka Luxury in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Streetka 1.6.2-dr convertible, silver 
mist, 71,333 miles.£2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


06 56 TOYOTA Prius 1.5 VVTi T3 Hybrid CVT. 5-dr, 
magnum grey, automatic, 68,000 miles . . . .£6,995 
09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

57 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3TR 5-dr. In met. Grey, 

47,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 3-dr. In met. grey, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner diesel at .£5,495 

56 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi Zetec Climate 5-dr in sil¬ 
ver, 43,000 miles, 1 owner, only £30 road tax£5,295 
07 07 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 16v Sport. 3-dr, met blue, 

38,284 miles .£4,995 

07 07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 16v Energy. 5-dr, silver, 

52,318 miles .£4,695 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 
automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 


06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 16v Active. 5-dr, silver, 

45 OQ? milpe; £4 QQ5 

07 56’CITROEN Xsara Picasso 1^6 16v VTX. 5-dr, 

MPV, pearl met red, 47,343 miles .£4,795 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 

61,000 mile diesel.£4,695 

06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate. 3-dr, Colorado 

red, 52,406 miles .£3,995 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate. 3-dr, in met grey, 

alloys, 65,000 miles.£4,695 

06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v SXi+. 3-dr, sea mist, 

46,022 miles.£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 

69,989 miles.£3,995 

05 05 HONDA Jazz 1.2 DSI S. 5-dr, electric blue, 
62,235 miles.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles.£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles . . . .£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

05 05 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 VVT-i T2. 3-dr, silver, 

59,178 miles, low insurance.£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In silver, 

39,000 miles.£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

53 FORD C-Max 1.6 LX in black, 46,258 miles, 

2 owners, fantastic value.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

03 SMART Passion Automatic in cream/silver with 
leather heated seats, a/c, 43,951 miles . . . .£3,295 
06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles .£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71 322 miles £2 995 

03 PEUGEOT 206CC 2.0SR in silver with leather, 

65,000 miles convertible .£2,995 

03 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3-Dr. In silver, 47,000 

miles, alloys, air con .£2,995 

02 SMART Passion Automatic in silver, 52,000 

miles, leather, heated seats, a/c .£2,995 

04 54 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active. 5-dr, met grey, 

44,091 miles.£2,695 

04 53 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Dynamique. 3-dr, met 

blue, 41,521 miles.£2,695 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,695 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles.£2,695 

03 03 SEAT Ibiza 1.4SE 3-dr hatchback, silver, 

57,540 miles, 1 owner.£2,995 

52 02 FORD Fiesta 1.3LX 3-dr in met blue, 59,000 
mile local car.£2,495 



06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 
Zetec Climate 3-dr 

Colorado red, 52,406 miles 

£3,995 



06 FORD Ka 1.3 Style 

In Metallic Apple Green, 28,000 miles 

£2,995 



T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,995 



05 HONDA Jazz 
1.2 S 5-dr 

Electric Blue, 62,235 miles 

£3,995 


RBC 


All cars 

Just a small 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Rac 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FItSlANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAX>R CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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SOUTH WA1£S Lf/UHNG EURO SPEdAUSTS 


Inciuded with all 


'V 






Dealer Quality Major Servicing: 


Complete Manufacturer Specification Service Check 

Up to 410 tfrdcs peflonrrd pto extra 50poift Rrmomdieddr^ 

aqijicl(oichange Isa real are the 

I1M QOittprehefisiie yGii*l 

I Full AirCon Check & Gas Topnip 

OOft iof^ Ajrtxfi ie|9sclemitt yoir Alrt»A^eMen Mdm ifs«iOMhng! 

High Quality Oil &QiialHy Parts 

AiiitKinTd or Mnr Drokr Pjrls xl/ Mobl 1 oil as Aritant as per 
Marijtoifm Spec. We (ksmcu QQims by 

Full Advanced Main Dealer Diagnostic 

Get a lill repOft Iroin the lery Itteu in Diaonostic eqi^ 

STfw aetomrr nt££ aoor» to the rT« in (Icpth and br^ 
egiitrieni yoft hnd ai^Miiefe In the area. Oif (Sagn^ 

«ickileiie^ total ilan Dealen! 

Courtesy Car or Drop Off & Collection 

We hwr Luniry trim ant PXrm'tv-, mcdrKamiMilt Frtc! 

Full Mini Valet 

Laser Wheel Alignment & Tracking 


VVhen R comes to BMW, Mercedes, Pondie, Jaguar & Land 
Rmiw no other Mependent speciaist h South Wales comes close. 

Our hi^ skilled former main dealer staff & technicians, trained to the higliest standards have years of 
enierienoe in everything from 40 year ok) Jaguarsu cutting edge Porsche's to the latest BMW models. 

With the latest Diagnostic equipment exceeding what even the dealer can do, we can solve any problem 
with big savings for you. 

We're a family run business, No other specialist in the local area has the same range of equipment or skiH 
base. Traditional values are at the core of eveiything we do and as such we put you the customer first, we 
want you to return as a customer year after year. assured that with Permoveo your car b in safe, 

knowiedgeabie & trustworthy hands. All our work is guaranteed and will not affect your manufacturers or 
used car warranty. 


We believe oir vehicle serwang is tne most comprehensive you'll tvid, we provide exceptional value i 
money and with free services Ike Laser Wheel Alignment. AirCon Check with Top up, Battery Si 
& Charging Test and Main Dealer Diagnostic which are included with all Major services there isn'l 


is the most comprehensive you'll find, we 


other garage in South Wales that comes close! 


Ibr 

Starter 
I any 


WE ARE HE AFFORDABLE DEALER ALIEWAUVE! 


Mobil 


^ Servicing 
^ Dealer Diagnostics 
ECU Repairs 
^ MOTTesting 
DPF Problems 
V Br^&ABS 
^ Transmission Servicing 
^ Air-Con Repairs 
Engine & Mechanical 
1/ Keys & Key Repairs 
1/ Warranty Claims 
^ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
^ Laser Wheel Alignment 
Main Dealer Staff 
^ Free Courtesy Car 




Euro Specialists 


Permoveo 

SVVcxxlliaiii Road 
Barry Dod<s 
Cr634JE 
08000337807 
wwwpcrmovco.ltd.uk 


LATESTDIAGNOSnCS FOR ALL LEADING MANUFACTURERS 
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GEM sport 


Young Welsh wizards can start to shed 
their ^heroic losei^’ label against Oz... 


A pril 12,1969...a truly momen¬ 
tous date in Welsh rugby history 
- when a powerful England team 
was crushed 30-9 at the National 
Stadium, Cardiff - with wing Maurice 
Richards running in three tries and 
Barry John adding another. 

Momentous, because it heralded a glittering 
decade of unparalleled success for a group of 
precociously-gifted, stylish young Welsh play¬ 
ers - Barry, JPR (winning his first full cap) 
Gerald, Gareth and Merve et al - with whom, 
40 years on, the entire rugby world is still on 
first name terms. 

With a record of three Grand Slams (only 
the ever-stubborn Irish thwarted a fourth title) 
and a Triple Crown, their achievements are 
the stuff of legend - universally hailed as a sec¬ 
ond Welsh Golden Age. 

Over the years since that exceptional group 
hung up their boots, there have been many 
‘false dawns’ - with heady euphoria all too 
often giving way to bleak despair for support¬ 
ers fervently hoping for a new generation of 
’70s-style stars to suddenly emerge and restore 
Wales as a force to be reckoned with in world 
rugby. 

Sadly, those hopes invariably foundered on 
successive Welsh teams’ seeming inability to 
maintain the essential requirement for any 
lasting success at this level - consistency. 

Even two Grand Slams in 2005 and 2008 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


failed to convince sceptics that the break¬ 
through had been made and that these were 
anything more than sporadic bursts of light in 
the prevailing gloom - an impression con¬ 
firmed by Wales’ poor showing in last year’s 
Six Nations. 

Maybe, just maybe, though, there are now 
signs that the long wait truly could be over, 
and that the current breed of exciting young 
warriors in red represent the best chance yet 
of this core failing being finally put to rest. 

It began with two convincing wins against 
England and Argentina in the World Cup 
warm-up matches in Cardiff, following on an 
impressive showing at Twickenham. 

It continued in New Zealand with a string of 
highly-acclaimed World Cup performances, 
including wins over Samoa, Fiji, Namibia and 
Ireland, leading to a semi-final against France, 
which many (including the French themselves) 
thought Wales should not have narrowly lost 
(8-9) even though reduced to 14 men. 

Couple that with another one-point loss (16- 
17) to the defending World Cup champions 
South Africa and a three-point loss (18-21) to 
Australia in the third place play-off, and there 
are genuine grounds for believing that Wales, 
under Kiwi head coach, Warren Gatland, may 
well have turned an important psychological 


corner. 

The flip side, of course, as the frustrated 
Welsh camp readily admitted, was that despite 
eye-catching performances and agonisingly 
narrow defeats, in the final analysis, they had 
not actually won anything... 

At the end of the day, they had failed to 
ruthlessly ram home their advantage, let oppo¬ 
nents off the hook, were unable to wrest victo¬ 
ry from tight situations, and again failed to 
claim the scalps of southern hemisphere giants 
when they had golden opportunities to do so. 

As All Blacks’ World Cup winning head 
coach (and former Welsh coach) Graham 
Henry, pointed out, Wales must become far 
more clinical and develop a ruthless edge if 
they hope to shed their “heroic losers” image. 

This Saturday, they have an early chance to 
start proving a point - and at the same time 
avenge their defeat in the RWC third place 
play-off, when the Australians arrive at the 
Millennium Stadium hot foot from their ruth¬ 
less 60-11 dismembering of the Barbarians’ 
scratch side at Twickenham. 

Having managed to keep his coaching team 
intact around him, Gatland is already starting 
to focus on the next World Cup in four years’ 
time (hence his own ruthlessness in discarding 
veteran Stephen Jones and warning any squad 


players outside Wales that they are putting 
their international future on the line). 

Thus, for all the reasons above, and despite 
gaps in the ranks through injury or unavail¬ 
ability, there is no way that he will be treating 
the match on Saturday as anything less than a 
full-on international clash - another chance to 
iron out the irritating errors and flaws that 
frustrate his fast-developing young team’s full 
flowering on the world scene. 

Capturing a major Tri-Nations scalp in 
Cardiff would not only do wonders for morale, 
as a post-script to the World Cup, but lay 
down a marker in the more important long¬ 
term struggle for consistency. 

In this respect, the date December 3, 2011, 
may yet come to take on a significance on a par 
with April 12,1969 - and the occasion also 
marks the international swansong of wing wiz¬ 
ard Shane Williams, who would certainly not 
have been out of place in that ’70s team of 
super stars. 

WALES TEAM v Australia 

Leigh Halfpenny; George North, Scott Williams, 
Jamie Roberts, Shane Williams; Rhys Priestland, 
Lloyd Williams; Gethin Jenkins, Huw Bennett, 
Scott Andrews, Bradley Davies, Ian Evans, Dan 
Lydiate, Sam Warburton (captain), Toby Faletau. 
Replacements: Matthew Rees, Ryan Bevington, 
Ryan Jones, Justin Tipuric, Tavis Knoyle, Dan 
Biggar, Alex Cuthbert. 


Family fun... 

Bridgend 

f GOLF 

il Complex 


Induction or 
j improvement I 

I £15 PER I 
LESSON 

I £42.50 for 3 I 
£80.00 lor 6 


^ Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & Play 

^ All-wecriher flood light 
driving range 
>■ All equipment 
cnrailable for hire 
>■ Professional l^ition 


FAness and Leisure', 
the HerdHiy OpHon! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 



Athletic restore pride 


IN September, the 
Athletic lost 13-12 
at Tata Steel. 

Since then the Port 
Talbot side have been 
riding high and are in 
second place in the 
league, while the 
Athletic have not 
enjoyed any consistency 
and are at the wrong end 
of the table. 

The Athletic rose to 
the occasion of a local 
derby with all 19 players 
used putting their bodies 
on the line in restoring 
pride once again in 
wearing the Athletic jer¬ 
sey; however, it was not 
quite enough on the day 
and they had to be satis¬ 
fied with a losing bonus 
point, going down by 
13-7. 

The Athletic started 
with the advantage of a 
strong wind blowing 
towards the town end. 
However their light¬ 
weight pack was finding 


it difficult to secure pos¬ 
session against a very 
big Tata Steel pack and 
back division. 

The Steelmen were 
playing a very tight 
game with the ball rarely 
passing the inside cen¬ 
tre. However, after 10 
minutes of Steel pres¬ 
sure Athletic centre 
James Olds charged 
down an attempted chip 
ahead inside his own 22. 

He fly hacked the ball 
for 70 metres outpacing 
the chasing defence and 
diving over in the corner 
for the opening try. 

Scrum half Tom 
Davies put over an 
excellent conversion 
from the touchline to put 
the Athletic 7 -0 ahead. 

Against a much larger 
side, the Athletic tight 
play was holding its 
own. The front row of 
Matthew Norman, 
Simon Mustoe and Rod 
Apsee scrummaged 
well, locks Kyle Galtry 


and Morgan Evans, 
making his first start, 
held their own in the line 
out. Flankers Dan Apsee 
and Matthew Hillman 
were tackling ferocious¬ 
ly, with No 8 Griff 
Davies very willing to 
take on the opposition 
with driving runs. 

After half an hour, the 
Steelmen laid siege to 
the Athletic line. A series 
of five-metre driving 
mauls eventually paid 
dividends when former 
Athletic wing Tylan 
Mafi forced his way 
over. Outside half Diggy 
Bird levelled the scores 
with the conversion, for 
the sides to finish the 
half at 7-all. 

It was now Tata 
Steel’s turn to have wind 
advantage. The Athletic 
took a leaf out of their 
opponent’s book and 
their pack, led by man of 
match hooker Simon 
Mustoe, took the game 
to the opposition. 


They were dominat¬ 
ing play and outside half 
Josh Davies and centre 
Stuart Morris were both 
held up just short of the 
line by desperate 
defence. 

When Tata Steel 
kicked long, the defen¬ 
sive trio of wings Lloyd 
Pemberton, Lyndsey 
MaCausland and 

Michael Hathaway were 
prepared to run back at 
them and link with their 
pack. 

The Athletic were 
now hammering away at 
the Steel line and scrum 
half Tom Davies 
deceived everybody, 
including the referee, as 
he dummied and then 
dived over the opposi¬ 
tion to touch down for a 
“try”. 

However, the referee 
had looked away and by 
the time he had a view, 
the Steel had also put 
hands on the ball. The 
opposition players and 



coaches conceded after 
the game that they had 
been lucky with the 
decision. 

Tata Steel cleared 
their lines and the 
Athletic were penalised 
on half way. Backchat 
from frustration led to 
the penalty being 
advanced 10 metres, and 
Diggy Bird used the 
wind well to kick the 
penalty. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 34) 


James Olds 
makes a break. 
PHOTOS by 
GLENNSPORTS 


Christmas 

Menu 


at the 

//(gd JLion 

01446 781208 



hristmas Gift £79 

Ideal for those looking to join a Golf Club in 2012! 

” Uniimilrr: Arrnv. to hath Ch.irnpian-.hi:: CaurM*^. Irom Rnxirq D.iy until *st M.irxh ?C17 •' 

• FREE UM* ol G«lf Simulal::'*. which ircof ;xiMtp 1D9 N.iti::n.il .iricl ln*<*rn.itian.il Golf Cciuf%rs * 
piOfFtrH Ideal for tne V/ nter period * * 

tn ^ ^ PLUS No join ng fee i'you Lonliriue riipmbtq^ii: in 2012. ^ qj v’' 



yVlMIll PARK 


cfS6S< 

\9\ 01444 781781 
ljIpv -rttrHIpjfk.toni 
Awwcotlirl^ijrt com 



































